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PREFACE 


This is the first print edition of a book written 
by Professor J. Harold Powers in 1965. After 
his retirement from Central Michigan 
University, the Professor returned to several of 
his dormant hobbies, including oil painting 
and writing. This project - an autobiography 
and family history - was the result of 
encouragement by the Professor’s children and 
grandchildren. After he completed the 
manuscript, he gave each of his children a 
typewritten copy in a red three-ring binder. 
The work was never previously published 
although many of the stories were retold in 
two of his later books: Way Up North In York 
State (published 1968) and Pathways of 
Yesterday (published 1969). 


You'll find this manuscript in its original state, 
unedited and with all the character and 
personality of an_ original typewritten 
manuscript. I’ve enjoyed reading this work 
many times; it contains extensive information 
on family history that was not included in my 
Great Grandfather's published books. And of 
course, there are some great stories that aren't 
found elsewhere. I hope you'll enjoy reading 
this and share it with your family. 


Brian Powers 
March 2010 
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iwiviag inte the pecomia of one's anametey betomes nevally 
& puroly Taqtisal ami stotletioal operation when 16 reaches farther 
wack in point of time than the ona of the oldest living generation 
dedauses the pergem) disappears inte a maze of hiaterieal date 
best Lilustvated by the ereph af a famlly trea, 

Beasursliy because of thia, Caw people heve any imowladige 
af, ner interest in their forebears any further back than their 
gramiperentsa with who thay heave hed some Liwe contadh, and the 
gras reaching bad of thle Line become a5 remote am! unreal as 
seldties Living in 


she age of eager, and the once dynamie perso: 
those days are redueel te the level ef names ond datet. 

it ta with thts d¢ea in mind » thet many of these 
aAneogters can be made 60 MORN more than 0 Ram? « More than & twig 
on the family tree « that I em attempting here to lomanise sone of 
thea by 42 ingarmal portrayal of theiy persomai traite as I pee 
member thea oy have learned! about them through my parents or 
grand perenti.s 

the ouetiewler eres heve Involved » the Jagt half at 
nineteenth axi the first two dewsdes of the twentieth eenturtes 
hold a unieue interest. | Probably no comperable period in bistery 
ever witncese’ so great an upheoval Im mode of life ag this social 
revolution » from the tharse and buggy days! Go the present 


michanlgal ages 
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So, only an occasional reference to the family tree of the 

Swift branch of the family wikl. be made , the. graph to be found 
on another page, and I will begin with my grandmother, the great, 
great grandmother of. the present: 1965 - generation of our grand- 


children, 
Chapter 1 


fhe SWIFT — FOSTER Relationship 


My grandmother,, aurilla Foster, daughter of Captain 
Shagrack Foster of the war of 1812, was borm in 1829- (Schubert 
and Beethoven had just died the preceding years) one of a family 
of twelve. One of her brothers, Franklin, should be noted 
here. as the two married a brother and sister in the Swift family, 
she to. Hiram Swift and he to Betsy Swift. | Thus there was a 
very strong tie between the two families, with a set of inne 
in my mother's: generation. The two farm homes: lay en opposite 
sides of the road and the two houses still face each other as 
they have for over @ century. : 

i stress my grandmother over my grandfather , Hiram Swift, 
as. I never saw him and she lived until I had left home for 
teaching. Three children were born to then, fheodore in 1850, 
Francene in 1852 and Charlotte, my mother, in 1853. 

My mother was born in an old workshop on the place where the 
family had taken up temporary quarters after.a fire destroyed 


the house . 
it was in rebuilding the new house ~ the large brick 


structure that still stands. on the site of the original homestead 
today - that Hiram Swift, through overwork, wrecked his health 


and died at the early age of forty one. 
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Tae howe, 2 masterpiece of veorlkmanship few ite day, ie andi 
- aftormenatie » for a 
there ie not @ erack mer a aeg in Dike bride walle, ond that dn a 
day vhen they bed never heard ef cect footings OY WALLBy 
t+ might be noted here that there was stfil another house 
predating the one that burned down, for Hivem Gulf wae the third 
generation to tive on the plage » Sle father wae Nervey Gwilts 
and beak of him was Lewd to whee Bed bean given the origiaal grant 
foun the Engiteh Geews thew the predilgute couptler be the Singy 
to whem had been given the whole township ogpaviahvilies 
Gyatdacther usel to relate to ue the ateory ef theme early 
i. emery of qouree, when this 


‘or a decide more then a cente 


days, gonalderably prior to ber agi 


wan Paxish wowld pese by in Aaa *eendh and fe ae? gee 
leg roads of the foregk with tru 
his te anucunde bis eankng 
along the wayedée. 

drandmether, left « widew with three amali ehlidven at 
the age of thicty tere, sometime later terriad « Yer 
Willden fay, whe amee and took ever the fern with her, anf he was 
the only grent@ather thet 2 ever tn 
older the aie and ween I was about ten years old he went begk 
i Vermont to vieit hie daughter aml dled there, 

whl, Le thevatter part of her Ite poached well deus 


OnGeiry 


ob a boy, Fe eOS somewhat 


the era of eonparabive hone condorts, Crenumether ethil elueg to 


wang of the homespun grmieticos of She plonger days, Sith hay 
spimning wheel and ite sany ecessories and appuphenances, 


the names of whlgn 7 neve sow forgebGety She wace ali of ber 
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own yarn and was a constant knitter, with her knitting always at 
the side of her favorite chair just in case she found a few minutes 
for recreation. Her technique alvays amazed me, fer her needles 
would fairly fly while she carried on a flow of conversation appar~ 
gnutly paying no attention to har work. 
| I learned to be quite wary about: showing up at certain 
stages of her yarnts development or I would find myself seated in 
front of her with my arms held outwith my open hands holding askein 
ef yan » a buge Loop that she had just taken off the loom, while she 
wound it into a large ball To me this operation ranked second only 
in boredom to turning the griad stone for my grandfather to sharpen 
his seythe. 

When alohe or with only agrandchild av two around, she would 
gies with a full elear volee, while busy with her honse work, mostly 
hymns of the Lowell Mason type, music that she had learned in the 
“old singing sehool” back in the fifties. She had a predigious men- 
ory and would quote poetry at length, mostly from Holmes, Longfellow, 
whittder and others ef her literary heroes and contemporaries. | 

My mother, Charlotte, always eakled "Lottie" wag the young 
est of the three children and from early ehiidheod was. looked upon by 
the obhers as the 'gendus' of the family. Of qeourse I did not get this 
as direet first hand information but fron conversations of mre 
uneles, and neighbors in my youth. 

Shataught two terms of school at fourteen years of age - 
there was no age Limit for teaching ~ then attended the "Old Academy" 
which Later beeame the Potsdam State Normal School from whieh I grad. 
vated,» After teaching several years in 8b. Lawrence County, she went 


dewhn to southern New York to teach in Nyack-on-tne-Hudsen. 
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While there she made use of an unusual talent for shetching 
and painting, and brought back beoke of sketches of the Washington . 
Teving settings andpaintings of the "Sleepy Hollow" region, loeale 
of the Rip van Winkle stories. Many of these she allowed me to 
practically wreek thru much handling in an arduous attempt to 


copy then. a 
Mother was also an excellent amateur pianist ~ there were 


no aspirants toe fame in these days as the day of stardem had not 
dawned.- and she helped all of the neighborhood youngeters to get 

a start in plane. I rembmber clearly the big Hardman "square! piano 
that took up the lions share of room in our quite giseable living 
rool. When not in use as a musical instrument it served as a barn 
beneath which we kept all ef our tey animals, My brother Hime 
usually had the whole pedal system pre-empted ag stells for his many 
horses, and he ylelded to occasional music needs only under parental 


pressure. or . 
sui mother's hepe and goal, all the while she was teaching 


had been the new blg house « to live there and rear a family at the 
eld homestead. 50, while her sister, Frangene marriad Herried Al- 
vede Harber and went ‘ous weat! to Live in Pthaea, Hichigan, and her 
brother, Theodere, went to New York as a young Lawyer, Charlotte 
married James Powers, whom she had met while teaching in a hear by 
town, and the two, pooling their meager savings frem their several 
years of teaching, took ever the éwift farm twe miles out from Potsdam 
on theoriginal Parishville road. | | 

| Theblg house was nabupally adapted to a two family set up 
and my parents took the seuth halt of the house and my grandparents 
the north side. Thelatter were quite happy to eonfinme their farming 
activity from then on to a large garden and an interes in the com 


munity wooed pile and the necessary dairy preducts,. 
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However, my mother's high hopes of aome degree of finameial ang 


agvieulinweal suecess were early foredooued to disappointment. 
Father was something of a dreamer, well read and keenly interested 
in the politdeal activities of the time, tls reading wes confined 
to the best of Literature + biegraphy, plillosephy, religion and 
polities of the day. I never knew bim te read @ novel or a etory 
serial runoing in Cher Papers | 

As @ farmer he went thre the moblone, was physically 
wugged and a hard worker, tut hig mind was always in the above field 
tn matters of wohey he wes wholly bepractiesl. If he found hingelf 
short of Gath, ae was frequently the ange, he would sell a eow 


without any young stock coming on to take its placeor be wotrld 


sell a ton of hay withewt any certeinty ef having enough to curry 
hin thru the winter. Buch & total Lack of business sagaelty on hi 
port naburally distressed my mother and my earliest recollections 
ef eecing her iu tearg, and the oeeasions were rare, wae when she 


was trying to perstinde bibs from gome such deal, 


However, in fairness ta my father, 14. should be adwitte 
wy 4s 
waler guitivation for four generations, and that without benefit of 


thet he bimself worked under mar aviienps, The farm, already 
present dey knowledge ef aol) gonservatlon, was preity well run down 
ae a producing farm, This situation, together with the splendid 
"fade" the house and lawns gut up, leading the casual observer te 
expects much from the farm, ali added up to the seeming futility of 
trying to make a duecess of the place, ami fabher sceningly accepted 
the situation as something to be endured. 
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As I look back on the scene thru the perspective of years, 
it seems quite evident that this sense ef futility on his part was 
greatly increased by the, probably unconscious. attitude of the whole. 
Swift family, whose temporary financial. success seemed flouted before 
him in a way to increase his inferiority complex - a. lone maverick 
planted in a neighborhood of generations of Swifts. 

‘But this undercurrent of farm business anxiety rarely came to 
the surface and my advent into the world on a.&t. Valentine's day in. 
1882, to be followed in year and a half intervals by my brother Hiram, 
(HIME) and sister Mary, focused the attention of the hpuseheld on | 
family life, crowding the eee problems: inte the background. 

So it was a. good world, a grand home, and a happy era: into 
which we three youngstera came.. There were no wars, nor rumors: of 
war - the Civil War was a hazy memory to my parents, and the grandios: 
Spanish- American war, when it did come in 1898, was, Little more than. 
an oceasion to get aut the bands and welcome. the conquering heroes 


to most people... 
Altogether, it was dpeaceful, community life, limited 


in its seope to neighborhood areas within a radius of not more. than. 
twenty miles: ~ a long day's trek for a horse and buggy trip. In faet 
a neighborhood was a. group of families thrown together by the hap- 
hazzard Lay of the roads and their junctions and by the associations 
ef many generations of the same families.. Usually two miles would 
be the outside limit, of a neighborhood. I shail have more to say 


on this tbhpic in another chapter. 


ba, Page & 
CHAPTER & 


THRE POWERS AND LOUISVILLE 

Onee & year, after we tree children were old eae nough to 
stand a tedfus trip, our family would drive to Loulgville, twenty 
miles ayay, to visit my father's perente. Tm the Light of later 
experience with our own children, I wonder how my mother ever stood 
the four hotter long Journey in a practically springless “express 
wagon" drawn by show, plodding horses, with three youngsters 
asking every five minutes if we were not most there. 

But once there we had a glorious time and were made much of 
in this now childless home. “the household then consisted of 
Grandfather, Grandmother, Unele Wil and Aunt denny. Unele will 
was the only one of the "boys" who stayed home to help rim the farm. 
“He never married and died in his early Terties of what they then | 
galled rheumatism of the heart~ in today's terminology, rheunatic 
Levers Aunt Jemile, father's twin, after I was old enough te 
attend the ceremony, married a neighbor, Jesse Men, who was taken 
with pneumonia and died within ten days after their wedding. She 
returned home and teok up her place in the household that she had 
oriefly left. | 

; Grand mother Powers was Susan Shoen of seotchIrish de« 
descent, whose parents lived on one of the Larger 5%, Lawrence River 
islands. But from the time I can remember her she had ylelded the 
rumning of the house to Aunt. Jennie, tho she remained a kind of 
titular head of things. | 

Grandfather was a rotiarkable man, far outshining in 


business acumen, initiative and industry any of his six children. 
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Iremenber him clearly ag a white bearded, black eyed, genial, 
guiet spoken man ef guick action, even in his old age, 
He lived to be eighty four as did Grandmother Powers and @rand 
mother Fay ofPotsdan. Thus Doretha and Dudley had three great 
grandparents Living when they were born. 
Grandfather Lived a rather turbulent life for one og So quiet 
a disposition. At the coming of the great California gold rush 
th 1649, when he was just around twenty years of age, he joined 
the tforty nineret and with just cash enough to pay his fare on . 
sailing vessel from Montreal, he left for California via Cape Horn, 
Southern mest point of South anerica, on what proved to be a most 
harrowing experience and athree month trip. This would Lak Like 
the hard way to get there but it proved to be fully as short in 
poink cf time as the eaovered wagen approach via land + and much 
safer from indians. | 
While Grandfather never had much to say about the strenn- 
ous experiences of those gold mining days, he could on oceasion 
be coaxed into relating some of escapades in which hetried te 
remain a neutral onlooker only. Aumants Lige wae mob verth a 
nickel if he was known to have on his person any amount of gold, 
ner ifthe issue in any cause connected with the drunken brawls 
that were the ehlef forms of entertainment. Somehow or other 
he managed te return home with seme five thousand dellars worth 
of gold. This was alae in face of the fact that he; on his return 
trip, had to walk across the Isthmus of Panama with a erowd of tha 
roughest kindef men, and take a chance en catehing a ship heme 


from the other side of the isthuus. 
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Five thousand dollars was a lot of money in the eighteen fifties 
when much of the bartering was. done thru the exchange ofgoods: 
instead of! cash, but grandfather's rise to affluence did not. 
affect his. good business sense. ‘He used a part of his. ready cash: 
te build a lumber mill. on the banks of the $t. Lawrence river and, 
in those days of lumbering, did a. thriving business, so thriving 
jealous: competitor. burned the. mill. While this act could not be 
preven and fastened. on the culprit, it was a community accepted 


fact. 
After this disaster he salvaged what he could. from the loss of 


the mill, cleared up his lumber business, bought the farm on the 
county read and. built the big brick house that still. stands there . 

This. change of Loeahe was shortly after he married in 1857 
and gave grandmother as awedding gift the crotch mahogany dresser 
that we now. have. Here his. family of six. children were 
born, in order of age, James, my eather and Aunt Jennie, who oo 
twins; Guy, father of Howard ofAuburn; Frank, Will and John. 
But with six children, grangfather end up with just six grand- 
children, a.ration, if maintained would not keep the name going 
long. However, the next generation did a little better and totaled 
twelve, which represents my generation. . 

The name Henry Power should be noted here for he and his 

many brothers. did not spell the mame with the final "s" nor did 
his children except sm John Poware and. my father who I am sure 
-pilewsd the patter to drift because more people pronounced it that 
way. Grandfather always: insisted that Powers. was the Irish | 


Catholidbranch of the name and Power the English 
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Our annual visits to Louisville were. events in themselves to us 
children, increasing in interest as we grew old enough to be a bit 
adventurous: about the places. Visits were timed to adapt themselves 
te the seasons when farmers were as. nearly free eeu special tasks 
as farmers ever are - such as haying, harvesting, potato digging or 
threshing, we children were given carte blanche ~ the keys to 
the city so to speak. but our own extreme timidity due to our farm 
rearing kept us from abusing the privileges thus. extended to us. 

Among the. things I reaall as to momentous interest to a boy 
of ten and a brother and sister still younger are; going to bed in 
a feather. bed (matress) which let the victim sink down practically 
eut of sight or, as an alternate, sleeping on a corn husk filled 
bed tick, instead ofcour almost as primitive straw filled tiek; 
playing endlessly ome and two fingered tunes on thefoot pumped 
reed organ , and, singing hymns from an extremely evangelical hymnal, 
even the words of which struck us as uproarously funny as we were 
brought up Eviedepal tans . Such sentimental bits of do@gerel. as — 
"Papa, what would you take for Me" masquerading as a. hymn, perhaps 
deserved our irreligious treatment, converting it into "Papa, what 
do you. take me for™ Again, going into the big parlor, always 
closed and the shades down, except for rare occasions, andthere to 
climd up onte the hair eloth sefa or. chair with its prickly texture 
and to look thru the family album or to use. the sterioptican to see 
its ite many theee dimensional pictures; or getting up early in the. 
morning - one of us in turn - to ride to the milk factory with grand- 
father in the buckboard wagon drawn by old "Spot", the one dabé: wees 


On the premisese- 
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the regular farm team were wild and ugly and got so they would 
start a stampede fron the fields where they were working to the 
barns when the dinner bell was rung, so the practice of using the 
bell was diseontinged. Ldkewise in the eowbarns were the same 
kind of wild d@ispositioned animals, We kids might have been exotic 
locking inhabitants from Mars just arrived on the seene judging fron 
the way we were received by the cows whenever we walked inte the 
milking barns, #0 unused were they to the Signy ef children. it de 
not know whether we felt flattered or insulted. 

On eetasions Unéle Frank, who was a travelling salesman « 
"drummer" in those days ~- for a New Yerk Hat Firm, would be home 
for a visit and this meant high entertainment for us juveniles , 
for hewas atypical 'drummer', urbane, sophisticated, jolly and 
full ef tall stories for the entertainment of4 crowd. | 

Unele John, the youngest of the family and only twelve 
years older than I, was the only one to go inte a profession. He 
graduated in Law from the University of Michigan, opened an office 
in Grand Rapids and became quite gqprominent attorney there, elimaxing 
his eareer by becoming Prosecuting Attorney of Kent county. After 
this geveral financial ventures went bad and he died a poor man 
at the age of sizty two. 

Ne visit to louisville would heve baen eonplete without a 
trip over te Unele Guy's place on the St, Lawrence River, and the 
whole household would get into several buggies or ¢arriages to make 


that 


the five mile trip climaxed by a characteristic farm dinner of 


era. Their home was on typlesal country road, £ 
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The climax of seme of these visits was to drive to Waddingten (now 
three fourst under water since the completion of the St. Lawrence 
Seaway) eight miles up the big River, and there to tale one of the 
hourly ferries across to Canada and to feel that we had been out of 
the United States - travelling in a foreign country - and consequently 
quite sephisticated. I remember writing in my diary that I had 
travelled eighty five miles in five days, 

Came time for our departure tox kane again, when all the ‘good 
byes' were said, Grandfather, on shaking hands with us, would Leave 
something cold in our palms which, on peeking, we would find it to be 
a silver dollar. I think it must have been the profound feeling of 
wealth resulting from this that makes a silver dollar today feel like 
a symbol of much greater value that a dollar bill. Anyway, we kids 
insisted on carrying ¢hem in eur hand all the way home, squeezing 
them so hard that the eagle on them could have squeeled. 

The two Louisville households that I have described rem: ined ir 
tact and in good condition till wekl into my teaching days. My father 
was visiting us in Moorhead when Doretha was about a year old when he 
received a wire saying that Unele Will had died suddenly of a heart 
attack , and father left at once to take over Unele Will's place on 
the farm. Beth of his pupents werein their eighties. and within a few 
years afters father's return there, they passed away just afew months 


apart. 
This left father and Aunt Jennie alone and in charge of the 


farm. Grandfather had deeded the plaee to Unele Will and Aunt Jennie 
and upon the death of Will, it all went to Jennie as it showld aféer 
a Lifetimeof hard work on the place. Some form of legal or tacit 

agreement between fathet and Aunt Jennie was enacted, to run the farm 


together, share and share alike with the surviver te take all 
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with the survivor to inherit everything. However, father who 
never liked nor willingly accepted responsibility and had been 
pleasureably Looking upen himself as én oid man since he was 
fifty, found the management of the farm a burden and irksome 
and somehow - I fear thru some threat of leaving Aunt Jennie 
alonewith the farm - persuaded her to sell the place. This was 
a. heroic sacrifice on her part, as it was the only home tha. she 
had ever known and both of them were suuecacuine sixty. The place 
was finally seld for $12,000, avery good price for 1920, 

Fer no understandable reason whatsoever they (he) bought a few 
acres. of land with a house not as good as the one they sold, 
in the Little town of Liverpool] just outside of SYFacuse.. 
Neither of thetkknew a soul within a radius of twh hundred miles 
and it is quite eertain that sheer lomeliness hastened by several 
years years Aunt Jennie's death which occurred about four years 
after this last move. | 
One other event, timed almost Simultaneously with this 

last episode, about completes the exedus of the Powers from 
Louisville. “Unele Guy and Howard whe had stayed home and gone 
into farming with his father, sold their farm on the river and 
bought a.large farm just out of. Auburn, New York where Howard and 
two of the four sons nowlive, with three of them married and Living 
in that general area, . 

{Thus we will leave the Louisville branch of the family 
and go wack to Potsdam to my childhood days on the farm in the 


“gay nineties" 
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the nineteenth eenbury has been facetiously 


fhe dest decade of 
referred bo ag the "gay nineties” ever gineo the turn op the century 
the nene carrying with if a certain teplied etigna of rustle pros 
vinglalisn, the pather flippant veferenee te this era wuet have 
sprung frou the envious and nostolgle backward glances of thase whe 


had to face the responsibilities of the next two decades, invbiving 
the change from this eave free time to the mechanised age and the 
geadjustwent to World War ones 


Righteen hundred minety found me a boy of eight with wine 


and Mary two spaced behind, living on a farm in Northern New York, 
an ares bemued in by the St. Lawrenge River abd Canada on the north 
amd the Adlrowiagk Mountadne 


Woods, then impenetrable ag far ag reads were doncerned, 


; then referred to ag the Great south 


(The foothills began to rise not fer fron cur house ami the Great 
dred and fifty 


wiles avay, There was mo access te this south area exeept the one 


Woods extended clear down te the Mehawk Valley, a bu 


vailroad that. skirted the Luke Onterle shore to the west and ae 
up thru Potedam end on to Massena on the St. Lawrence, Of douree 

there were a few meandering roada, sand wubted ox redky, that wound 
around the foothills between neighboring eross read tows, bet this 
Ste Lev 
lake Ghamplaign and Vermont on the east had been almost @ etvilization 


“nee Valley, extending fron Lake Onbario on the weat to 


in itself until the coming of the steam train, and even after this 
thers were many imbabltants who were borty Lived ahd died, without 
stepping out of Gt. Lawrenes Gounty, esé@ept to erosa the giver te 
Ganada on oveasloms. | 

in epite of these terrible reads, of sand, stones and hiila, 
traffle by our home was very antive for those days, Pazishville, 


hing miles up ietoe the Bilis and nine hundred fect bigher, waa a 
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Lumbering center -center for all of that woods area, and beginning 
in the early forenoon every day, came a seattered procession of 
horse drawn wagons piled high with the milled lumber - fifteen to 
twenty loads ail going to Potsdam for train shipment to other parts 
of the: state and all coming back empty in mid afternoon. this, 
‘pilus the dozen or so farmers living beyond us, driving to town in 
horse andi wagon.eutfits, kept a pretty regular flow op traffic by 
the house. In fact, instead of present day warnings to children 
to "stop and look both ways for cars" we were cautioned to "watch. 
out for run away teams " when we were playing in the sand in the m. 
middle of the road. this being about the only hazzard pogsible. 

SA wevid. contrast in respect to signs of life and activity 
then and now, was brought out in a recent visit I made to this scene 
a. few years ago. The old road which was the main road to Parisville 
then, has been by-passed a couple of miles to the west by a fine 
highway leading up and thru the Adirondacks.. Here, many ir not most 
of the farmghave been abandoned. and what were. open fields. or pasture 
are grown up to underbrush, I stopped the ear near the old place . 
jugt to watch and listen. There was not a sight nor sound of human 
life discernable - no farmers in the field, no horges nor cows in 
the pastures, not a vehicle came in sight while we sat there for 
half an hour, just a silence like the "primeval forests". As we 
drove down the roads wasre we used to grive our cows to pasture, 
how a narrow lane with brush right up to the car, a.deer stood in 
the middie of the lane, calmly eating, an unheard of thing in the 
days of which I am writing.. fhe answer to this situation of 
course lies in the fact anal modern transportation made the younger 
generations aware of the larger possibilities of the "outer world" 


with which these poor, unpreductive farms could not compete NOP 
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Ree offer any inducement bo then to stay howe and garry on a had 
fleht for a mere sustenance. 

But hack te our ears free days again « oneef our favorite 
play spots vas down to the brook that erossed the road about a 
sity bleck from the heuge « Mere we would budld « dam off SOUS y 
and gbomes at a naturel betthe neck tn the stream and: yadse. the 
level of the weter to walet depth, tegulting in a pond that 


reached well bask under the bridge where we dowked our watercraft 


for the nighte. — Then, with @ Little help fron Grandfather 


Fay, Whe wad &@ carpenter by trade, we would construct and Latah 
4a raft apleoe made from fence ralia and waste bowbdr about her on. 
Piece. Hach vaft would support ome bey if he was agile enough to 
abift bie weight oceiedonelly and rapidly if one side aterted 
elnukings We propelled the erakt wlth long poles , pushing against 
the bed of the stream. If thapolas stuck in the mud our balance 
would , ag fraquently bappened, Lend with « gplagh 
im ther potg. I retell one ocwasion when a group of teanctese... 


wae gome and we 


ehty heave 


were eregsing She beidee above ue when ime gave a wd. 
to display bie prowess, and fell in, fhe men though@ that ty 
having a wet pole in wy hand, gust have pushed bia In end they 
begin polling tpagh bim in, push bebt int arti sine eatight the 
aplrlt of the meb and did as unged, muh to the onttadeet ton of 


hie audience. 
A LD¢Gle Torther down the weandeving ‘brook . about 


four curves further- was what we q@ifed the ‘deep holet whieh 


i suppose wag all o¢ three feet deep 
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' Anyway the water was so dark that we could not see bottom which 
made it seem deep. This. was the real. 'swimming hole't. 

An older cousin of ours was visiting us and we took him down to 

try the hole, telling him that it was very deep. He took us at our 
word without any investigating on his part and qived in to show us 
a perfect dive. Luckily his hands struck mud before his head did 
but he came up with his hair full of mud and quite disgusted with 
our estimated soundings. 

During heavy rains and spring floods this little brook with 
its source up in the big hills, would overflow its banks and become 
a. torrent across the road on either side of the. bridge, floeding the 
low meadows. for many acres. In the winter such a flood. followed. 
by a sudden freeze would create vast ice fields from beneath which. 
the water soon receded. leaving skating areas literally miles in 
extent . It was. on these skating areas that we depended for our win- 


ter sports. ; 
fhe Dains hill, about an eighth of a mile long, 


fairly steep, ang heading toward the: brook and sometimes into it, 
was our pet coasting and toboggan slide . It was a challenge to our 
steering ability to aim right to make the gateway we hag formed 

by taking down a section of fence. Also even more challenging 
was an open spring of really cold water for which our sleds seemed 
to have a natural. affinity ang we often had to tubble off our 
sileds just in time to avoid a dunking on a zero day. 

Our natural playmates as small youngsters in all of these: 
out of door sports were the two Dains girls, Florence and Zina, and 
Grace Foster. Not until I was twelve and we began going to the 
Pptsdam Normal Training School did Hime and I have boy friends 


who ventured eut to play with their! country ecusins'on week ends. 
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But all was not play for us, even when we Wee cuks young. 
Thru some queer quirk in real estate ventures, a pasture of fifty 
acres. had been purchased as an adjunet to the main farm, just one 
milesta ‘thengate from our barn. The cows, a dairy of around twenty, 
had to be driven there in the morning and gone after in late afternoo: 
When Hime was five and I was. seven. this ne small. job. fell te us. 
The dairy had to be driven down a main road past two farms, always 
with open gates, an invitation to any cow to leave the: beaten path 
for new fields of adventures One of us would run ahead to defend 
the post as a possible tempting exit while the other stayed behing 
te prod the herd along. The real test of a seven year old cow | 
puncher came when our dairy met anether farm's herd of the same 
size: coming to their pasture. To get twenty COWS ‘chan another 
herd all. bent on integratiom - to keep them a11 moving in the right. 
direction. takes areal understanding of cow psychology as each 
animal seems possessed to 'get lost' in the wrong herd , But somehow 
we always got them thru safely and into their own lane and the bars. 


up for the day. 
The way home was much more liesurely. Usually. we 


rede part of the way on imaginary horses in the form of &.long stick 
with a rope on the end of it for reins. This we straddled. and rode 
nadly by spurts, varying the process at times by using Long strings 
fer lines, one being the horse and fhe: other the driver with whip in 
‘Wana but which the rules of the game forbad using. 

Always we were attended by our little dog 'Skip'. He was a 
fairly good cow dog and would nip the heels of a cow and be out of 
the way afd Heteoactive Rick before. the cow knew what had happened 
Consequently the herd had a considerable respect for his bark while 
on theroad. But 'skippy' was wholly and. provokingly irresponsible 


to duty when we sent him up in thepasture to get the cows moving 
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down the lane . We would be sitting on the fence waiting for action 
com his: part when we would hear his voive off in some stone wall fence 
where he had cornered a wood chuck, TI recall once going te his aid 
and lifting a few BLOnes so that he could get at the weedenuek « He 
made short work of it and insisted on earrying the dead animal that 
was a third as large as he was, back home, a full mile to show it to 
the rest of the family to have his prowess praised, 

Once in a while when it came time to go for the cows for the 
return trip heme, someone would hitch up old "Kit", a perfectly safe 
white horse, to the 'sulky', a two wheeled just right for two small 
youngsters, with the seat up so close to the horse that you could pat . 
hin and with a place for the feet like a basket - something like the 
racing sulkies that you see at the horses races today. ‘Then off in 
this rig Hime and I would go at a swift pace of four miles per hour, 
Not infrequently we rode in this same outfit to the little ved scheol 
heuse, visable from our house. When we got there we would turn Kit 
around headed toward home and send her driverless back to the barn 
where she whuld wait for someone to unharness her. We also rede Kit 
bareback at.a gait not faster than a walk. It was on one of these 
dare devil rodeo apace that I was riding her and Hime, thinking that 
a little action would enliven things, swished a small whip that he had 

“in his nerds Kit reacted to this by inereasing her speed about 10% 
and the psychological effect on me was so great that I fell off and as 
luck would have it, broke my arm, men kept it in a Sling for all 
SUNMET. « « « © 2 oe ee A picture in thepaper today of Watertown, just 
fifty miles from Potsdam, buried in a snowfall of fifty inches, panies 


me of the real snow storms that only Northern New York ean furnish 
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& glanse at the map showing Lake Ontarte duet a few miles 


$o. the west with the prevallidng winds westerly, and with the 
Adivendacke to the east for aperfedt qondenger, thig region le by 
Hature booked for excessive anew faly. , end Ho otory is too "Garis 
for ¢redulence for anyene who bag lived there, | 

in the ten years that we drove to the Normal school at 
Potedan, I doubt 1f there was ever a winter thet traffte did not 
have to leave the read altogether aml sivtke out inte the open 
fields te get around the impassable sections where the show was 
Level. wlth thetous of fences, Other more favored spots where we 
gould etey im the road ov at Least between the fences would be 4 
Mi@ke! » Holes in the 


sueeesaion of ipiteh holes! or ' kiss mer 
packed snow, dug deeper by cach passing Bieigh or teuttert, Those 
that were deep enough would stop the sleigh at the bation, alee 
Oo WAL 2h one 


the horse whe would have te give an attra hard Tae 
only te hawe 1% drop down iomeddetely inte the next one. These 
salwaliy quite seme temedimente to fast EPavelL, ari we eould 


Were | 


eount upward of a bundred between our house and tex Whe. 


A feveriue way offbreaking out the the roads after a bad 
aterm wae for the various Tasners eae to fasten « Large kettle, 
primardly uged dn petchering hogs, %Oo the rear af the heavy bob sleds 
and wihh mfeam of Borges rugged enough) to atend the load, strike out | 
inte the drifte with the kothle gleaming the track Tor Anes Eine 
ani the other an they etter trdm. ee Sdded weight of ome hold “heant 
Little to the total toad aa we ‘Mere, 0 take turns viding in the 

nettle, 
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Ao I have sald before, 212 was not pisy im the lige ef a email 


pay O68 & Farm do thoae “ayes, Such commen place shores ap fliling the 


iS; 


woou box for the eiichen shove a¢ Hight, Filling the water tenk at the 


reer Of Une shove, carrying water for 21) Cpiicinig purpeses from: aerogs 


ae 


the vood en the Poster place y tr perhens helping teke the bets ev 
Wiping G@ishes on 9 selery beele ef five dente a week « Ghese vere the 


ike af the wld ehereas thet were 


6 be eltpeeted ana acsting tod » 


M Whe feather eald he 


Th the the promotden in type of work cax 


WOULG Lek us toy helpime bie te the Milking. We belied the begionine 


ba 


ef thig new work with Geen s eewledes Web our enthuses wie ehork 4 deed 


wir ability im this line, 


inet we foul thet ones we bed clemcearieaen Bend 


Ghe Job wae gure for life. But 4 wae ween gre 


a6 Seet that we jumped 
out of bed thet first cold morning amt tewlled Wy to go ont to the 


Facies usd, Bye dibs cons be 
oorns with funher, We 


separate, ami after etopping to feed the berses thedtr Hay, WS sewed 
on €o the gow borne, Shard, after feeding the whole Galey their bey, 
& move, Tt Reliewe, te keep the gous ettention off cho Mileing process, 


tO practioe on, dotdia wrinels ¢ Sbort at 


we Wore GHah Betklemed « sere 


ing Seagen and 80 newly faerie tp? thet our iret 


) 


ms 
ee 


Pe 


ofl of Ghede a 


Se Know the theory, bat in wiiniag ag 


efforts gould de then ae hare 
s Gnd oby guce beh slew 


it other agtivitiesy only practice sakes pertoet 


efforts were not te well reseived by the @owa, After the ueua: 


elioted time for mileine, ay ger dewides to CLS and steered te Me down 
on the job, Portunately her deciatens amt ae CHONGS WRSe glow eneush 
8G What Ef bed ample time G5 got out fron under aed I hed oly ey dase 


fevllngs to gontend with, 
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However, ow milking teehnic developed fast and by the summer 
that we were elght and ten we had stepped into our quota of COWS 5 three 
or four apiece, and frem that time on until we finished sehool this, to 
me, very irksome task bung ever our heads like a aemes se, contrealling 
the timing of all other activities. Particularly, as we grew inte sur 
labe teens,with many musical and other types of dates down town, did it 
become a thorn in the flesh. 

Bat we made the best of a bad situation and eee to mix play 
with work most ef the time, One of our pet deviations from the routine 
Milking precess was to get our dog 'Skippy' te sit up on his haunches 
and let us milk in hie mouth. He dalighted in it and became so expert 
in the act that he wowld follow the deviating eourse of the stream of 
milk that he never mussed a whisker. This was a dog of yeany talents 
and was always with us. On a trip to the garden one day to dig potatoes 
for dinner, we devised a ‘share the work! scheme for Skip. We would 
stick our fingers in a hill ef potatees and make what Keooked like a 
mouse hole, show it to Skip and say “siek tem" and potatoes started 
fiying thru the air hetween his back legs as he dug furleusly for an 
imaginary mouse and all we had to do wag to plek them up. This worked 
until our mother did a little Sherlock Holmes work to find ouk how the 
potatoes got all seratched Bp .- | 


if a wind of indueemenst a us to feed the calves father would 


ie 


give each of us a eal that ve gould call our own. This was in name only 
as I have no recolle otion of ever selling then, A calf, by nature be 
is not an ideal pet ag they are headstrong and museular, We devised 
some form ef rope halter and lead them around all over the piace, tho 
teahnically they were Leading us most of tb ae time. We ceelide to go 
one step further and hiteh them up as a team to our express WEOR + 


After spending days on fixing up a sort of harness, we managed te 


2k 

held them long enough to get them fastened to the wagon, one on each 
side of the wagon 'tengue'. I held them at their heads while Hime climbed 
onto the drivers seat, get hold of the lines and as I released them he 
gave then the word to go,'giddap' This was not really necessary as the 
apparently docile team, onee they felt the wagen running clese to their 
heels, 1it out on an unhibited speed 'binge' a run -away of no mean propo: 
tions. At the first of their fast curves around the yard, Hime was 
ignominiously dislodged from the drivers seat and crawled to safety 
before their return cireuit. Coming up the Gandy hill from the bridge 
were half a dozen teams with their loads ef lumber with their drivers wall 
“ing beside their loads. They were just in time to witness the procedings 
and I am not at all sure that the seene was not timed by the acters for 
yast such an audience, Anyway, they were a responsive audience and they 
guffawed ava sheuted in glee at the side show and told us to try it again 
sonorrow. Similar to this ealf episode was our one and only adventure 
with a goat. Our cousin, Hime Swift was staying with us while his parent: 
were in New York for the winter, had acquired a goat and eart and when he 
left he 'generously' gave the goat to Hime and me, Qur father was quick 
to diselaim any interest in nor assistance with such a bumpt ious pet. 
But gur mother, probably feeling that a 'boy and his goat' was akin to a 
poy and his dog, volunteered to give it a try and to help us out in taming 
the little brute. It happened that anything that wore skirts was anathem: 
to Billy and altho he was net much bigger than a collie deg he was a ball 
of fire and the buntinest goat alive. At the first attempt at bearding the 
lion in his den, mother, fortified by the “hired girl" entered the pen 
where he was kept loose, harnes in hand and after a brief attack, in whicl 
Billy tore up both aprons pretty badly, one of them got him by the horns 


in which pestition he was comparatively harmless. 
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while the other got the harness on him.. Then leading him out, one on each 
side ef his head, they got him securely hitehed to his cart, one of us 
‘prohably Hime, climbed onto the drivers seat, reins in hand and was off, 
once hitehed te the can} and the drived seated close up behind hin, Billy 


was quite doeile and responsive te the driver's wishes, unless he was 


enotionally disturbed, one particular breakdown in his good behavior 
record occurrd when one of usout driving, back from a short ride, when 
what should eateh his eye but the “hired girl" -(a horrid name but ‘she 
aceceptd terminology in those days, implying no particular stigma as to 
social state) carrying a pail of water from the pump. In spite ef the 
driver's tgoatmanship', pulling on the lines did little te check his 
charge, and “the girl, Megving hie get closer and eloser, turned and threw 
the wholepail of very cold water in his face,. which eooled him off enough 
so that we had no. relible=getking himointo:the: barn and into his stall, 
But such heetie preeedures could net become a daily event and have 
a happy family life maintained, so the goat ‘erat was only two weeks 
in duration, and Billy was given away "free gratis" to some unsuspecting 


put elder friend in town. 
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I hesitate to use the above heading for it was not a commonly 
used term in those days, certainly not bandied about by society at 
large and in newspaper headlines as representing a problem period, 
an age of vandalism and vagrancy that are forced on our attention today. 

Shildren then wens more of an integral part of the family Tife, 
both in work and play and, as I have touched upon before, on a farn 
it was easy to find werk adaptable to all ages, and these duties we 
took on as a natural part of our daily life. 

As a self imposed problem in arithmatic, Hime and T figuered 
out that from the the we were six until we were sixteen , we had driven 
cows to and fromnpasture - two rpund trips a day for us - five months 
a year for ten years, amounting to approximately 6,000 miles, or a 
round trip te California. Likewise <in ceeemation and play, many 
events took in whole families. - 

My mother organized what came to be known as the "Friday Night 
Club" meeting bi monthly on that night, taking in five or more old 
families, who had Lived on the home farm for three or four generations, 
making the circuit of each of the hemes during the winter, 

Whilg no one there would probably have admitted it, there was 
definitely an “aristocracy' among these old families based entirely on 
length of 'tenure' in the neighborhood. The 'Johnies Come Lately*t 
renters and new purchasers were just friendly acquaintances, 

At these gatherings eld and young took part in games like 
"teakettle", not unlike the TV "I've Got a Secr_t" - shouting Proverbs, 
oF Charades. The young crowd, on their own initiative, would get 
together diring the weeks and work up 4 play - some of the William Dean 


Howell's Farees like "The Mouse T ap" and 
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- present it for the edifieation of the elders. 


State Normal Graining Scheol Days 


‘This particular point in our lives is quite an apt plaee to 
start a new chapter for Lt was a complete change in our ednea tional 
got ap Until new we hed attended a typieal country district 
school with eur wether as teacher during the two years that she had 
agreed te teach. She was a graduate @f the Potsdam Normal Sehool 
and had taught some ten years prior to her marriage , in several 
differant parts of the state. | 

Now we were transplanted to the Normal Training schoo! in 


town and it wag an exciting experience for us with its formalized, 
routinelsed procedures, Hach ef the four grades in the assenbly 
room marched ta and from their respective elass rooms down a long 
hall for every change of subjests and teachers - five or six a day «= 
‘to the step of marches pleyed by the school's best young planists, 
with monitors placed along tha-line of march to see that proper order 
was mainyained.- 

However, beneath this seeming appearance of austerity, 
there was a warm, friendly atmosphere. | Here at our dally morning 
exercises in the assembly room, way Started the day with a short: 
religious exereise, predominantly hyan ainging.. Then perhaps we would 
turn eur attention te the group learning of some of the notable poéms 
and exeerpts form the great poetss Longfellow, Whittier, Lowell, 
Holmee or Hmergon. Rach Menday morning there was weitten on the 


black beard gome famous stanza which we ebpked im a note book used 


for thah purpose only, and then read aloud in unison. With a daily ie 
reading of this for a week, along with ether poems, 1f was expected 


that 1% would be memorized within the week, which we seldom failed te de 
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this nism ge Lag progran wou “rlebt wp my alles? tex 1 
seemed te beve « photostatia mann 
wis mine for seed. this, barring the ate 
avithugtie, bogs Deon Ghe moet woluebie aaget oo Re of any gevelped — 
ékving » ‘e high sehool dayy. 1 athl2 hove these aclegs poems ataghed 
ny auhgomelous thet I ean bring to. the gupfage any tine, an 


Wand whih gone orig 


le elewente ef reading and 


away is 


thele entirety, a ventenher reciting in wor woolly “SheterdeaLg* 


a ssehanec Beyans's “tharanteg 

verse, gram: . 

peel to hove wissen 
4% the end of the f ouw years dn thie Internddas san 

school, we enargad inbe anf merged with the teria, Sahoo teenie, 4 in 

& Very Loose way aq far ag defind , eis ae 


ag Roce ne: me" with He pag. 
‘iewler point of domrention oe ta ‘wham one beeame 6 true Sermel ite. 
ia ty Gwe enge 1 tock sie years © graduate feos % 
whieh would be about the equivalent ef tedayts four your high school , 
aml Gwe of Junior College werk, But @eodng Shese @le years I alec. 
ened andget a Giplewm frou the Ge inetiiabe of tushe, @h1 ag 
when jumble would give an aecrediting apendy 1a & echlege e¢ teday 
% P0G2 heed aohe, i ae 


if "Peeserelory Cow 


i when I game te gob 


Vale 2 fowl peledn 


Gy Bh degree from the Usivoredty ef southern Calitornsy feyers2 youre 


after 1 hed Deon teaching, Ms 
A few words should ouWliners about Mies Grane, the founter, 


a omer of the Grane Inetbente of Haste, 


dalle Ry Creme, been dn Pata Lal, was & Bowber af the fires 

sredvating dlage of the d, wirleh eles inghaded ay mother, an LEGS 

Prom @11 reports of that dey, Hiew Grane had aq ceeom tional singing 
Clty and atedied several 


wolee aml, after gradusting, went to New York 
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| Years with gore selebrated private teachers of the time, whieh was 

the only way of getting a tusledl edvestion for there were no seheols 
ef wusie in the country. She dame bade bo Potadam end wag. indueed 
te become a member of the faculay and te get Wo the fivnt formal anured 
dn meic in any selools of Mew York state, 

Ab abouts thas time General Merrit, whe eerkiae, 
she ‘grand old wan’ of Potedan andpregident af the gov a board of 
the Normal, had been Ambassador to the Court of St. Janes in Londen, 
and thru big inetrumentslity, Mies Grene was given a “Command — 
oe" to ging before Geen Vleterla et Bickiaghan Palace. 


Portorman 


This wag a igh henor to anyone and if gave Miss crane 
aieased presties eh home and about the stete, Bab thie did nob 
al.jer hee Mmed purpose - te plomver in makeing musle 6 respooted and 
aceepted member in the eduentienal pregrang ef aL. gehools in the 
gountiey. fo elte bow well she sueceetied I might mation that as. the 
time I vne graduating fron her then famous gehocl, she bad graduates 
teaching in every state in the Usien execpt Pour 
here when I wae in the field for a Joh Biss Grane called me in and 
ineinians me a letter and sald thas if I wes ixterested ahe would-weeue « 
offer the plage. I do mob thimk that she really expested ne to 


‘e During my Last apring 


gonsider 46 seriously for it wes in Sliver Qity, New Mexia, ami in 
that day andparticularly in the east, 4 wight as well have been in 
uble 


south Atedoa or Australia, When I showed eoneiderabie healtaney abe 
Ghe sailed understantingly and eald she would try te find someone 
whose heme wag in the made weet for eo distant & JB. 

an daolated cage to show Mies Cranes tact and persuasive 
povere, she made an appointment with the currdewlaun offielais at 
wake pieiebia aves wb @ personal Visit there por euded hen te be the 
fice’ midor Univers Dy in the PREY to eabablish 6 department eof magic 
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After fourryears of music under Miss Crane in the inbermediate school, 
I could read nearly anything in vocal music and carry a clean part eut » 
part. This was a real asset to Me when I moved up inte the Normal proper. 
I was sixteen, my voice had changed and settled, but I was nevertheless 
bowled over when the male quartet of the school, quite outstanding and 
very popular, asked me totbry out with them for the baritone,part seon to 
be vac amt. I rehearsed with them once, most of the musie new to me, and 
was aepted for the place without more ade. to my great joy. The other 
three were four years older than I but they never made me feel that I was a 
juventlacbut accepted me at faee value as ene of the group. The quartet's 
serviees were in strong demani_ and except for schoolifunetions, we always | 
sang for pay, onmicteasions ranging from fanerais te ehureh gatherings, 
minstrel shows and political campaigns, in a county wide aréa. 
After two years with this quartet, the other three graduated and I never 
saw amy of them again. To follow along this sane line ef thought 
withont waiting for the two year interim, male quartet number two comes 
into the scene and needs a little special attention. I was new enrell- 
in the Crane Institute definitely committed to the field of music teaching . 
Here four of us young fellows, all town(local) men-vallstudying voice 
with Miss Crane and assistants ,~ got better acquainted ahd discovered 
that we had all the distinctive types of vwoices for a pefect quartet. 
Quidcly characterized they verer First tenor, Leland (Doc) Botsford, of a 
Caruso build, and a thrilling high 'c! for sole york, Second tener, Harry 
Manleyg typical lyric tenor, with a penchant fer'ehese harmony', My own 
was a light baritone ef good blending qualities and the Basso, Howard 
Bryant, with a phenemenal voice, whe would follew the tenor to his top 
notes as an oceasiemal stunt during rehearsals while the rest of us 


stood around agog ~ almost unbelieving air ears 
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4 we nt ee Several wage wieiel 


we oo divergent that they eee worth mentioning. Soe Roteforl went 


ie New Verte elty te take Gp netleine: ani at the very fire} acquired 


fabulous pay of twenty five dollars « sunday or whatever day it 
ie thet they eolebrate « > Uitinetely noprectice! medigdine 

| eure at New Zork end diced ot fittye; after @ few months I learned 
thet Harry Manley had 
AnetLean @11 gompany development there, fe mage ded the deughtep 


ea 


Bone fo South Afriee in sonmeetios 


we Wary made @ let of memey, dame back and 


of & general of the Be 

went to Hew inmieo to Lives The bees whth a phenomenal votes 
wont to Peris te steady wlth a noted Prench tdsgher, who dlagnosed 
hie wolee end being 4 dvanatie tener and made a tep flight singer | 
ent of Bim, t completed the exodug and landed thet Fell dn 
Minnesota for uy firet teaching GQBs ae 6 & sesenees © we 

main Line 


x 


fo petum from this. Low: (digression from thy 


of narvation, I want to aeke belef mewtlon ef the several other 


ih I wos invelved. One sugh wag the 


‘mugien! agactlabions in wh 

Vien when, the 
fomiig with ite great weelth, he 
for Ghe very dine pips organ and sah the groly master. This man 


x the augoices of the clay 


2 ant imperged* English organieat 


pupil of two of Mugland’'s somt esLebrated durch composers, 
Sip dobn Goss and gir fot Stel 
Bie drusifletion, This Wany with bie gonsiderabie prestige and 


aii, this Letter being the composer 


ef 4 
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. nativesability, built up a choir of sufficient repute to attract the 
best lecal singers in town ~ men of course as this was a aen and boys 
choir, Hime and I were in it from the start with this organist. My 
voice had just changed so that I had a decent bass, and Hime was still 
‘a boy soprano and at the peak age for excellence in bey singers. He 
became one of theprineipal soloists with the full voice of a woman 
singer, not a child voice, I ean still recall him in some of the 
solos he sang in Te Deums and other liturgical numbers, by no means easy. 
trinaty escola under Dr. Kirby used what is known as the ‘Low Shure 
Ch eel pear as opposed to the High Church, closely resembling the 
Roman Catholie-in outward forms, There was no carrying the cross in 
processionals, no altar boys, no eressing ones self at every turn in the 
chancel and no intoning of the service py the minister-never priest. . 
One special service that I remember distinctly was the occasion 
when Hime, Mary and I ~along with many others - joined the ehurch, 
Bishop Deane of Albany officiated at this confirmation service, 
He was then an old man in the service and in years, and was probably th e 
most widely known and highly revered Bishep in the entire Episcopalian 
hierarchy. I still recall, at this confirmation service » his impressive 
tones as he moved down the line of thase kneeling, and plaeing hishands 
on the head of each in turn uttered the words, "Defend, 0 Lord, this 
Thy child, with Thy Heavenly Grace, until he come inte Thine ever lasting 
Kingdom" However, outside the ehurch he was, to the casual observer, 
quite eccentric in his demeanor, For street wear he wore the baggy knee 
breaches, a long 'Prince Albert style of coat aad a three cornered hat 
ala George Washington -all probably in keeping with the typical English 
'Vicar' but a little hard to accept on first sight in 1897, but nobody 


grinned or stared 
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After relating all of these. 'sideline interests! which: 


naturally ealled fer some time in the way of rehearsal and the. 
necessary driving inte. town for night rehearsals, it might be 
wondered how there was any time Left for. regular study.e. But 
somehow I. managed to distribute my Sime becthe mubjestecer 
Greatest interest to me(outside of music) like English literature, 
essay writing and the. more demanding ones like latin, German. and. 
mathematics, In the. case of the subjects that I. disliked, botany 
and biology, I was. glad to settle for a 'ct 

| our social life in our late teens. at the turn of the: 
century still centered around the neighborhood group: altho we 
were all attending the Normal. Only rarely was. a. 'dewn towner?® 
invited to: join our 'elub' The ‘state occasion ' among the 
many that I recall. was a. very special. Party given for us by an 
older. cousin, Mable Foster, who lived across the road from our 
place on a most auspicious date - NewYears Eve of 1900, which was 
also New Years Eve of. the twentieth eentury. I think that even 
at our age, we all. felt something of the momentousness. of the: 
occasiom = the idea that none ofus. would ever see another so 
significant a New Yearse. | 

our mother, whose. health had never been. robust, began 

to show signs of weakening that wérried the doctor as well as the 
family so that in 1898. the Powers. and Foster families combined. 
their limited financial resources.and had a eottage for dual 
family occupaney built for us at Sterling, a stall lakein the. 
Adirondacks, hoping that. a. Long summer's rest eure would improve 
- our mothers condition as well as Mable Foster's * 
However, when we were once moved in for the summer, 


there was no feeling of 'pending gloom! in the atmosphere and the 


‘rest cure patients’ were cheerfel and active, taking part im all 

but the more rigorous activities. The Austins, close friends of 

the family, young and old, follewsd swit and bulit another two family 
cottage sext to ours and it was @ hilarious heyday for the young 
generation, their first camping exporleneé in the fabled adirendacks | 

Sterling Lake wag a email, pound lake, sel deep anong 
the high, weeded hills surrounding it. the shore line where we 
were was rugged » big rotka, little reeks, Sume rising well above 
‘the surface and others submerged + ali forming a kind of "gaylia 
and Gherybala" for those trying to make ea best landing in ufamilter 
areas, but each family managed te find a suitable channel te steer 
thely boats in for landing. 

These boats thengelves were of a species seldom seen today « 
| they vere veal 6%. Lawrence river boats, twonby feet long, seating 
elghnt people and having tuo sets of omrs w made especially to meet 
rigotous demands wade on any boat attempting to nevigete the swift 
currents of the St. Lawrence river, After doing reasonable servite 
in the big river, these beats were "retiredy touched where needed 


and resold for use on the inland lakes and rivers, still sturay 


easily manouverable and thus ideal for family use. When swinstl net 
we we gould pull ourselves in fron the side, scarcely tipping 4% 
at ali. ‘(48 the only real good beach was on the opposite side 
of thelake from the cottages, the boat saw eonstant service, 

the only cleared place in the woods was ab the point of 
arrival where a settler, I can't call him a farmer, had a log hoube 
and a barn and he hed cleared the land for some distance up the bilk 
fow & pasture andl small farm crops. 


Here gom of us early risers would row the boat ever for 
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the day's Larder « mile at Five senbe « quart, 


ites for 


“heme sade bread for a dime a eet, &@ dozen of egnza for ten gente or 


4 twelve ineh raspberry ple a% the seme préee, All other forus of 
food had te be toted in whan we Gene OXGept om rare oesasions, some 
Lake dvelier would edie in te Parishvllie and shop for the whole 


Getting up to Sterling eg ne simple event. 2% the best 
estimate of those whe ware the best @uessere, ghe distence fron 
our house wae (and da) fifteen wiles bub aa the lake is a thousand 
feet higher than Ghe home stant, iG was @ Long, steady pull ap 
over roads af sand varying is depth Geom two te siz inches ar 

ever golid bese of Geol rods - $e the average epead for horse 
and tuggy travel wes four wiles per » howe, thie di¢fieult elinb 
five hows was 4 good record for the ty! 


wee far under par and 
trip with a speedy fur howrs on the ,oturn trip 

Getting back ¢e the late again, begides the usual lake 
setivities = ewlmedin, 


ing a& ro@ilest area where a omall inlet eepked inte tae lakes 


| Git eteual boating,- there wee very good fighe 


and as the leke had ners 


> boon “ehed out? there woe always a 
Lively response to a baited hook, 

im e¢casions there was an “off geounds” trip taken foe 
those whe sould stand the eligh ~ a three mile walk theu a woods 
that was doubtless an oviginal stand ef tisher , to o¢, Regle Patig 
The woods itself had ne visible path ys Bub Well distamesd trees 
were notched with en axe te help keep neviewoodemen on the oraile 

The Fall themselves vere mostly a tumbling masa of 


forming water rumaing ever and thrm a gloping reek arse with not 
more Ghat a twenty foot arOp« #ugh above the felis was a swing 
ing wive bridge with a eat walk of boards woven inte the wifes 


with & @ighkt wice for @ hand guide 
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On our first trip over thia trail owr small deg, @ spaniel, 


exiled “skip’, went along and going thru the woods played an active 
‘part with long resonnoitering side trips in search of big game, 
fearlessly but withowt success, but his encounter with a swinging | 
bridge was another matter, far too risky for hiwe 

With some of us taking the Lead and goaxing hin te follow and 
with others bringing up the year to bolater his courage, we 
finally got half way across But when he saw the rushing waters 


et 


six feet below andfelt the bridge teetering , he lay down Plat on 
bis stomach, spreading , bis four feet ous fiat te inerease Kis 

enter of gravity and refused to budge. We did the natural thing and 
ae nearest picked him up and carrd ted him. 

Om the return trip however he had taken time to do a Little 
ghinking and at the oubset refused to let us pick him up as be had 
evidently mad e other plans. We all eressed the bridge omlling. 
persuevely for him to follow, ali to ne avall. Rather he started 
to aross by ee some well sysced tones a few feet up stream 
fron the bridge while we all gave hin eneouraging ealis. 

Half way across he misged a stone that was too round or 


ey 


slippery and fell into the fairly swift water that carried him 

to and over the falls ox vrepids. Some of us got down in time to 
wade ous and nab Aim as he passed by - ascaredy damp dog per- 
fectiy willing to be carried. Of sourse ineidents Like thie 

are magnified out of all proportion to their part in the aay by 
day activites, @ne eustom that we came to prachice on abl 
aklil evenings was for all of the lake dwellers to go out to the 
genter of the lake in beats or canoes, mass together, each holding 


on to the side of the next boat forming a solidly bound Flobilla 


oF 


and there we would Sing old songs and hymns in parts, from sunset to dark 

Bat summers at thelibke lasted for four years at the most. Any im- 
provement in our mother's health was temporary and by 1901 she was unable 
to go. after a long four years resisting the onslaught of tuberculosis, 
a disease about which dectors still knew Little as to Gurative processes, 
and was “pavaging the country like the plague, she 4ied in January of 1902. 

This was the beginning of the general upheaval referred to earlier 
the breaking up of the family. During thet trying years of our mother's 
long illness, our father had gone hopeless|y in debt, and did not care, 
seeing no solution to it all. So, very shortly after the funeral he went 
‘down te see Uncle 'Thode'-~ Jugge Swift, who practleally owned the place 
thru mortgages - to make some kind of a settlement whieh amounted to his 
signing over all rights to theplace without any further recompence B just 
an escape for him te get out from under the unbearable, te him, burden of 
the farm, In fairness to him, Unele 'Thede' did offer to sell the place 
pack to him if Hine cand I would go inte the deal and togather, take over 
the place, at a ries of $4800.00 This was of course a give away price 
as the house alone had cost that to build, to say nothing of a 170 acre 
farm with the barns and dairy thrown in, Thecoffer appealed to Hime but 
I wanted nothing to de with farming so the offer was passed up. 

Father at once decided on another tescape! frem reality - to get 
away to greener pastures and more remote fields te find a job. To find 
the best spot he must have put his finger on the map of northern New York 
which spot happened toe be small town of Lowville, a town that he ner any 
of us had ever really heard 6f and he left without further ade, with the 
idea, I suppose, was te leave the family for the Swifts to take care of. 
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Mary Miller furnished me with this little episede just recently, 
It seems that Dr. MeKay who had been our mother's doetor for years 
and the constant attendant during her last year, went to see Uncle 
Thode and said to him, "Thode, whe is going to take care of that eee 
and finish edueating them, you or Let" to awhited bhere was but one 
normal answer. As Hime Swift had been biding his time when he eould 
move onte the farm, Uncle Thede offered Grandmother, who held a life 
tenure to her half of the house, a three year rental to a good house in 


town, with sufficient monthly funds to take caren bf Merycaddume and 

a housekeeper for Grandmether, and the plan was agreed upon and put 
into operation at onee. The reason that Hime was seemingly Left out 
of 'theeplan was that he had arranged te go to Cernell University at 
Itheea, New York for a year's short course in farming, a field that 

held his ehief interest still. ‘This move repayed him well for the 
future work that he was to de. That was however, a hectic winter for 
his and our peace of mind, for Cornell went thru the worst epidemics of 
typhoid fever in itshistory, but he came thru unseathed . go, Mary and 
I with Grandmother and her old ‘maid of all work! that had been with her 


fer aia movef:to tom into a very nice house on upper) Maan Gbreet - 


just “fouses from Miss Crane's home. and, with old Prince, our one re- 
maining horse and a very; presentable carriage ensconced in a typical 
'town' bam, we were all set for what was to be my best set’ for arduous 
study that I had known, As this whole accont of the Powers~ Swift 
families has progressd, it has by its very nature evolved into a 
purely aute-biographical sketen of the narrator and will have to 
continue as such from thid point on 
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Henry Power Home, Built c1869 
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Front: James Luther Powers, holding Lucile 
Back: Art, Harold, Dudley, Dorotha Powers 
Mt Pleasant, MI c1920 


Professor Powers with Art 
Moorhead, MN c1916 


Art, Dudley, Dorotha, Lucile, Harold 
Mt Pleasant, MI, c1920 


Dorotha, Dudley, Harold, Art 
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James Luther Powers 
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J Harold Powers & Mary Brainard Powers 
c1946 


Powers Home 
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Hiram, J Harold, Mary Powers 
(Hime, Hal, and Mary) 
c1950s 
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AUTO=Biography 


Returning briefly to the era that I have just brought to a close 
with our move te town, this would be a natural ince to bring the 
Robinsons inte the picture, In the Spring of 1900, the 
family moved from Minnesoat to Mr, Robinson! old home area' and he 
bought the only classic, deep gouth styled house in or around Potsdam 
half way between our o1d home and town. There were two teen agers 
native born Minnesotans, and they became part ef our community social 
group at once, for the short time that it continued before the break 
dewn of the neighberhood, In effect Arthure and Grace Robinson 
supplanted all ef theold ties that I had known and, fer the record, 
it should be mentioned that Grace and I formed a very strong attachment 
that lasted for some seven years, and a lasting friendship with Arthur 
developed that, dhru letters and visits has lasted right dewn to now, 

Tt was largely thru the glowing accounts of the Rebinsens about 
Minnesota that I became sufficiently interested in it to start 
applying for teaching jobs there a little later. 

I graduated from the Crane Institute in 1903 and from the 

Normal in 1904. During my last term at Normal I was busy writing 
letters of application, at first mostly to California, with its much 
heralded climate and then to Minnesota as mentioned above. After 
joining a Teachers Agency in Minneapolis I got immediate results and 
finally signed up for a Music and Drawing position at Willmar. 
To most northern New Yorkers at that time such a change in locale 


Was as momentous a venture as Alaska would be today. 


ho 


I reeall one old timer who, when he learned that 1 was going to 
Minnesota, said,"Well now, I've got a brother out in Montana, maybe 
you'll see him sometime," Even Grandmother teferred te some of her 
rare trips out te Ithaca, Michigan, as 'going out west’. SO, we come 
to 


As I left Potsdam in the Fall ef 1904 for my first teaching job, 
I was to leave St. Lawrence County for the first time except for crossing 
the St. Lawrence River a few times inte Canada, and my first extended 
rail trip - off for the great "Northwest", However, I had sufficient 
poise and sophistication, with probably too much reserve to protect me 
from any display of provineialism because of my habitat. In fact, once 
arrived in Minnesota, I found that the very mame of Hew York stamped a 
native from there with a definite prestige. 

Theo train trip itself was something of an adventure for me, 
and I hed arranged for a stop over at Ithaea and Grand Rapids fer a short 

Visit: at Aunt Fran's and Unele John's. For mere varlety in the trip, 

I had bought my ticket via Grand Haven to Milwaulee by beat, 
When I reached the Milwaukee station and went to get my ticket for the 
rest of thetrip to Willmar, the man at the ticket window sald, "Willmar - 
I have a very good friend there, the Episeopal minister." I mentioned 
that I was ‘a Episcopalian, and in the short chat following, he’ Learned 
that I was scheel musie job there,. 


4s soon as I had arrived at Willmar, met and talked with the 
superintendant of schools, he teok me te a place that he recommended 
highhy for a place to room, which I arranged to take after seeing it. 
I had scarcely got my relatively few belongings out of the 
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the suit cases when I was told I had a caller down stairs. 1% 
‘proved to be the fipiscopal minister himself whe, due te fast work 
by his Milwaukee friend, was there bo urge me to take over big 
church ehoir which, after our haif hour vielt, I agreed to do. 
Hore about this very happy association a little later. 

Willmar was a thriving, bustling town of 5,000 people and 
the main train - dispatching center of the Great Northern Radlway 
with ite five passenger trains per day each way, plus all the 
freighters = all routed and dispatched on thelr coast to Minneapolis 
trips from this center. - I learned shortly that. the, man in whese house 
i was staying was the ehief train dispatcher on a mid night te 
morning shift. . 

This home ef the Hermbecks was a new one, in a good part 
of town, in fact right across the street from adlong-time Governor of 
the state. But, in keeping with all the other new homes in the area 
there was no inside plumbing whatsoever and electricity was so new 
that I paid a deliar a month more to have one electric bulb fer a 
Light in lieu ef a coneuene iam. The Hornbecks , Mr. and Mrs. with 
two children, a boy and a girl, proved to be a most congenila house. 
hold and did much tea make my stay there pleasant. 

| During the first few days there prior to the formal epen- 

ing of school, I had time to get adjusted to what was to be a more 
er less routined mode of life. 

| Yor breakfasts, follewing the advice of friends, I went 
to an upsteirs restaurant vhere they gave a card for twenty one 
breakfasts for three dollars. When T made my first visit there 
and found thah a set of dark stairs led up to an eating place over 
a blackemith shop I nearly backed out of the deal but mustering my 
courage decided to give it avtry and found that many of the single 


2 


teachers at there, that the food was good,andthat they catered to . 
guick service for those who were late risers, which helped a let, 
For the noon meal, after shopping around for a few days, 
& newly made acquaintance took me with him to dinner to the one 
first class hotel in town, where had eaten. for several years, This 
hotel was far above the usual for a tewn of this size, strategically 
placed within a short walk from the station. A number of trains <osac! 
stopped long enough dinner and, as people travelled extensively if not 
solely by train, arather elite erowd was usually there for dinner. 
I recall that during that year we saw William Howard Taft, later to 
become President, William Jennings Bryan, who tried three times to be 
president, and, the renowned sole owner of the Great Northern Railway 
_ System, Jim Hill, none of them together, Naturally, but each with his 
retinue of associates. | Needles to say, I jumped at the chance 
to dat there with this Dr. Twittehel and a friendof his, a mest "English'® 
type: of an Englishman. The three of us always had a tablettegebher and 
I came to look forward te this noon break from the classroom associations 
incidentally, te again quote prices for comparisons with teday, 
these meals, with a wide choice of menus andtep service, with no tipping 
were fifty eents per meal monthly in advanee. For the third meal of the 
day I have not the slightest recollection as to what orwhere I ate. 
Before getting down to the mundane facts pertaining to my school 
teaching job, I will clear up data on several associations that I clearly 
recall after sixty years. The Rev. Mr. Gates, the Episcoplaan minister 
mentioned earlier, was a far more distinguished anddynamic a personality 
than would usually be found in so remote andnon urban community. 


He had been minister 
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in alarge Milwaukee church andhad been teldby his doctor that he had 

to get away from the big city atmospher and the damp lake aféa on 
account of abronchial and voice difficulty and he found himself at 
Willmar with a very well designed church, Parish house and residence 

all eccupying a whole city block, to which he and his. wifecandttwok: «): 
high scheol agesons, had brought new life and vitality to this loeal 
church, with their combined exuberance and enthusiasm. They practically 
took meunder their wings and there was rarely a Sunday that they did not 
insist that I have dinner with them, ana rarely 8 Sunday evening that 

I and Dr. Twitehel were not over to the house for after service lunch 
and visit. This eontact pecame a large pattcef:mycsécialitife that year 

Theseholr itself was more than I had dared hop for, with some 

twenty good adult voices, an established vested, processional choir, 

and most of all a very good organist was at the beneh of a really effect- 
ive "Vocalion" a name given to a certain type of organat the time. 
The: Organist wan Dr. Twitchell, my new dinner friend, a loealcdéntist. 

He was a strikingly handsome man with a elipt Van Dyke beard, dynamic 
personality, genial in manner and friendly to all but with a reserve, 
perhaps studied, that kept him from close, intimate friendships with 

but very few. He was a NewEnglander, who had taken up musie at the 
Boston Conservatory as a side ling to his profession. He was a widower 
having lost his wife and ehild within a year after marriagem and had 
come west to start anew his profession, | 

It did not take us long after meeting, to find that we had much in 
‘common in the way ofinterests and thinking an we became close friends 
spending most of our spare time together. To illustrate - I had set up 
a schedule for giving a series of voice lessonsin two small towns, one 


east and one west of Willmar. 
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uging the "Parlor" ef the Local small hotel fer Astuato in each case, 
beth scheduled for Saturday. To make these eomnections I got up at 
4,00 A. Ms walked to the station and tock a caboose on a freight 
train te the town on the west, got all of the lessons befere noon in 
time to sateh & local passenger train east beund to the town east of 
Willmar, got my quota of lessons in by 4.00 P.M. and then either wait 
for an evening train home or waik the Pive miles back. | 

. Very frequently however, br. fwitehell would arrange for 
an early @losing time in his schedule and jump one ef the freightsa 
and be there waiting for me ready for the walk back home, which we 
pebh pigt have enjoyed or we world met have done it. in fact walk- 
ing was the only means of locomotion or recreation, 

by. Gwitehell did however, own a fine specimen ef a driving 

horse, & ghiny black animal always varing to go, sharping his bit 
impatiently at the mere hint of a dvive around town, He was kept 
in a leeal iivery stable just for the few eceasions when there might be. 
& piace to go One of these ceeasions did acne up = Qimost an 
eple one for the horse, I+ was middle or late November amd had been 
very eold, ag only Minnesota knows how to be, and no anew. It must 
have. been some vagation periled, probably Thanksgiving, for both of 
us could, have gotten away for a week end on aceount of the choirs 
be. Gwitehell had been talking ice boating and wanted to lotrodtce 
me GO one of the mogt challenging winter sports so we agreed te drive 


up te Green Lake the next morning while then gaa 


roads goode We made the ten mile trip in short time, put the horse a 
away ln a livery barn, found that one big summer hotel was open to 
the extent of the owmer's living quarters and that we could get food 


so we gob a late breakfast and went down to the beat headquarters. 
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The boat was really a:double bob-gled type with knife sharp 
runners, and long and heavy enough to keap it from skewing when 
trying to 'taek' on glossy ice, fo keep out of the way of the 
heavy boom my position was, perforce, to lie flat on my stomach 
well up front, able to lift my head to see the view when therdwas no 
danger of shifting our course , while the helmsman, or whatever he 
is called, sat at the exgreme rear to completely escape the swing 
of the boom. 

, The speed. of these "boats" in scheduled races was officially 
measured at fifty miles per hour, and in cases like ours, as novices 
Dr. Twitchell estimated that we-were making around thirty. 

Anyway, to a. rider lying face down, at best eeaage & ground level vie 
it was pretty fast. . 

We had become so Gusnessed with the: "modus. operandi! of our 
hew means. of locomotion that we had paid no attention to things about 
us until we slowed down te:turn the thing around to 'tack! our way 
back against the wine that had been with us so fay. . We were amazed 
when we had turned, to find a fine snow in our faces and to see our. 
selves facing into a very dark snow coud and the air already full of 

this’ :blizgzardy kindof snow so that we could barely see the the out~ 
line of Kcege aid buildings on shore. Dr. T. who had been long | 
enough in Minnesota. to have learned something of the) horec@f its 
blizzards - the suddenness of their onsets, the blinding qualigies 
of their powdery snow - took onelook at things and said, "Lets head 
back for shpre as fast as we can," We noticed for the first time 
that we were and had been the only boat on the’iake As we bagan 

our sacnaned progress back to sBore , both of us watching for and 


straining our eyes to keep in view. the dim Light that the man on shore 
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had put wp a6 @ lighthouse for » belaboured eraft. As we finally 
Cale the vunners slide up on shore end saw the dim form of a man 


waitiog @ pull, ue im, wek were quiek te accept his offer to teke 
care of the ‘heat’ ami to drag our etiffined legs to the hotel 

ana & plage be@ide te fireplace five. Phe several nombers of the 
family ot the ton were talining nothing intl the Dilderard end | 
Souscagting what Lt would béilike by morning, a1 of vkieh epindens 
proved te be txies estimates when mermwing came with the show etl. 
Plowing in the frigid ade,. 

Rea lint gab onge the luposslbliity of gebbing back 
heme tha way We GGhe, ve made hurried plans to ‘povkt the hewee 4a 
Heme gool stable for the winter, and then get down te the emall Sta 
Glen te gateh the enly daily train te Yilimar. . We need not hewe 
hurried for the train wae twe hours late , but we were glad te get 
io 2 OH Amy schedule. Por the record,. we did nee get the horge 
ey beck home for over four months when Spring fimeliy epaned 


the poats.. | | 
in @i1 of our elese associations that year neither of 


us Gsed the othep's firat namg. He was ‘Bee Twitchell! to everybody 
and 80 "oe" to me. He, oh the ether hand took his que fron the 
Gates family who “Prefesaered me te death « et twenty two" Tt vas 
& mather thet I found Lea embarassing te ignere thal te make an 


issue of, 


Another orgemigetion that I watked ae aindler te the 


ehurch ehotr, 211 organiaed and waiting for a a4: director to take over « 


wad a Clvls Gheral Soulety, towne people not ineluding high eeheol 
Sg¢, in whiah againy Or. twitehell was plendat, and I was almost 
pressed inte services as the Superintendent of Sel sola andbtien fe 
6 With whom I roomed 


were Melbere ag well as the Hornbeaks 


SHINSHKG Gusieal people vere wenberd. 
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so naturakly I agreed and vad vensay glad to do ite. 

After a few run-of-the-mill rehearsals, using soméof the — 
‘on hand' choral numbers, an unofficial committee stayed after 
rehearsal. to ask rather hesitantly if I thought it would be pes- 
sible for this group to put. on some dramatic production like an 
operetta... I was quick to agree and was authorized to send in. 
to Minneapolis for quite a number of such scores for exami-- 
nation and,upon their arrival, the same group met with me for 
a eeunine to come to some decision on what would be most inter. 
esting and adaptable to our membership. Complete agreement. 
made the seleetion "The Chimes of Normandy" -~- a good choice 
musically if a bit ambitious for an inexperienced group and 
a director whose background in this field was largely asadonies 

But the. enthusiasm grew as the play developed. and was 

sufficient to surmount all obstacles. and we put on a shew that 
was the local event of the year —- two nights to a full. house,. 
With authentic costumes from Minneapolis. and the names. of prom~ 
inent i Anal. tatanes in exotic roles. aroused great public interest 
Superintendant Tonning of the city schools had agreed to take 
the: role. of ‘Gaspard! the miser, a.fine acting and singing part, 
il ad he could remain incognito without his name appearing on the | 
program. fearing that some of his Board's Norwegian Imtherans 
might Look with askanse upon his appearing "on the staget 
Nothing could. have 4. aused public. curiosity norave emphasized his 
ages chen this: act and he drew real praise in the. local papers for 
his fine work. ie: whole Sperebta-made music history . and was a 


rewarding climax to our years work. 
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<“ evente were of eawceq 


Ail. al tess special ReblvLetes s 


P Lane sa ae wall a ag 
O08 O11 Yoet L amr of 


that I vas i de 


sea. ene me from 
‘eee show fox my yoae*s haga vad net ingen 
sen ‘the e¢heot. bound ts offer for the meet 3 
the offer made ta ahi OF the Som 


another eit He patee in touok witr 


G5886 80 66 to have wy next yeae'a Iwention « 


whovens today ie a. ® bale 
i 
my age Chen vould eta 


how dive by ders 
cxpoet that @ more aggressive and ambitious fallow off 
oa bhene 


am found a job ef ar 
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rather tham taking the. long trel by train back to Potsdam to 


spend an idle: summer.. But home ties, after being away for a year, 
pulled hard. and I had managed. carefully to save enough cash in 
the bank to take care of the trip béth ways and for the summers. 

As. soon as. I had made definite plans on leaving, Dre 
Ewitehell decided. that he would go along wi th me. and continue: on 
to. his former home in New Hampshire .. Hectold me of this. plan 
the. day before. we. were. to leave: and I persuaded him to leave his 
direct course at Syraeuse and to run up to Potsdam with me to 
whitelt. he agreed and. I had the unusual foresiight, for me, to write 
a note to the: folks back home: of his arrival with me, 

It was a. real trest te have good company on the. long 
train trip for travel was. still quite involved. with many changes. 
of railroads. In thisparticular trip we left by the Great Northern. 
to. Minneapolis, the. Burlingten. and. Northwestern to. Chieage; Nickel 
Plate to Buffalo, New York Central to Syracuse and the roe Water— 
town andOgdensburg: to. Potsdam. 

Neither of. us. gave a. thought to going by Pullman. Two 
husky young fellows like us looked upon such a indulgence as a 
waste of good money — to pay so much for just a plaee to sleep when: 
you could sleep just as well. on coach seatse. So we found. ourselves 
changing routes in the middle of the night. and thought nothing of it 

I recall the: rugged trip very well. but have no recollec- 
tions of our arrival nor the: Doctor's brief stay with us, but Mary 
Miller insists that he. eame and. remembers well his striking appearance 
and genial personallity, so it must have happened. Perhaps my returm 
heme after a. long absence absorbed my complete attentions. Anyway, 
he continued on to New Hampshire and. except for a. card. or two. 


from him that summer, I never heard from him agaim nor he from mes. 
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Back briefly to the ‘status quo' in theneighborhood. Just before T 
had left for Minnesota, Hime had returned from his year's work at 
Cornell and, as an immediately available opportunity, took over the 
Foster farm on 4056 —= 50 basis with thecowmers, Grandmother closed the 
house in town and with her 'maid-of-all-work, came to keep house for 
Hime, and Mary made other arrangements to stay in town for her. last 
two years of school, 
After a goed visit with the family and catching up on the year's 

happenings, this had little of the feeling of a 'back home! stay. 
Ag I was quite ineffective as farm help and handicapped about barns with 
hay fever, I made no pretense of helping about theppleee, and have te 
admit that it became little more than a place for mette'thang-myhatt 

Art Robinson had made tentative plans for a group ef us to 
spend several weeks at another lake in the Adirondacks ~"Lake Ozonia" 
by name, much larger than Sterling and better adapted to swimming and ©: 
boating. Here eight of us with Art and Graee's mother as house mother, 
spent several weeks 408 fairly active but liesurely peca? program 
There were numerous’ and canoes available and that was it. Compared 
with today's tumultuous water events,with each cottage equipped with «vs 
every known species of water vehicles and weens efpropulsion, that 
was a staid and aneventful era, Even swimming was so restricted by 
the cumbersome "swim suits" ef the day ~ heavy wool dresses with sailor 
eollars, knee length skirts for thergifis-and half arm length, knee 
lengthed suits for the men ~ &11 made swimming more than paddling 


around, but we splashed around with great zeal and exuberance. 
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Bab as this suumer of 1909 drew to a ‘@los@ and T began 


preparations for getting back to a new job in Minnesota, another . 
Slight upheaval in family plane arose. Hine; who bad net planned on. 
any lengthy stay at the Foster farm, heard thru Aunt Pron of @ mide 
route in Ithaca, Miehigan for anle or & change in management that 
locked interesting and decided te go there, leaving shortly after I 
Gide. G@vandmothery aot averse fo. the change, went back te her old 
part of the big house that she had given up only temporarily, with the 
Swifts, . indluding Uncle theodore ard Aunt Mary in the other al of 
the place. 


The obinsons also Left their big house to go ito 1 Vermont. 
where he had gone inte the lumber business. the house stood eapty 
for several years and burned to the ground a few years later. _ 


énother interpolation in this eonnéetion ~ Back in 


January of thie year (1965) in conneetion with my painting, I had 
offeré Art Robingen to paint a pieture.Gf this house if he could 
furnish me with a fairly eleay phote of it which he Was able to de 

ebe: taken in 1900. Over @ period of two months z finished it 
in a ade % 300 ~ my fiftieth and possible my best painting and yeaterday 
on wy elghty’ ‘thir birthday he phoned me saying the picture had | | 


arvived and expressing bis delight an hawing it. oe eee 
a- With this pendent . 


Yo pide up the atery again ab ‘Poteda 
etedus from the seone, Mary wag left as the gole representative of the 
oLderowd , living in town te finish her last year of school. During 
this year te cone Mary's oldest and last friend. of the nedghborhoont 


Zina Paine, died, Poliowls 


of Gubercitlosis 
whish wes devastating the area isike the plague. 


&o Literally the last ef the whole generation of young people hag 
tei the next June and left in the Pell for a 


uw her older sister Plovence by a year, both 


ieft when Mary graduat 
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brief teaching career at Flainsfield, New Jersey. Two years seemed to. 
be all that she wanted in teaching and she went to Big Rapids, Michigan 
te attend the Ferris Institute,one:of the best known. Business Sehools 
in the country at that time. She left there after finishing her course 
te become secretary to our Uncle John at Grand Rapids, who had become 
Prosecuting Attorney for Kent County, and there again we shall leave 
her, to plek her up a little ‘later in the story. 

I left for Hutchinson, Minnesota a little early that Fall te have 
a little time for getting acquainted withutheslocale before the real 
epening of school. If right here I recount a few characteristics and 
history of the town, it is not that I gleaned all that information in 
these three extra days, but rather it will be a backward glance over 
_ the three years that I stayed there. 

Unlike Willmar, a busy, spreading railroad center with a pop- 
ulation Largely of first generations from the Scandinavian countries, 
Hutehinson was an older, smaller town set in the midst of an extensive 
prosperous farming community with an almost with an"ingrowing image" 
eharacterigzing its population - the second or third generation from 
its early settlers. Whilenot 'smug' nor over self satisfied, the fact 
that everyone knew everyone else, made them contented with the 
'statue quo', Compared with Willmar where a roll call would bring out 
name like Peterson, Johnson, Olson, Gustafson or Olafson, Hutchinson 
would answer to names like Ames, Avery, Stearns, Adams, Harringten or 
Chatterton. Phe town itself had played an important rele in - in fact 
was the center of the Sioux Indian uprisings that we used to hear of 
when I was a boy. It was still easy for older citizens to reeall the 
old fort that stoed where the city park was then. The leading banker, a 
man of fifty, was the first white child born in the Stockade, 
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The spot where "Ed¢ble Craw", Leader of the Bloux wee shot, bad — 
gic are ‘by ‘the’ vanisid& twe miles’ ous of town. 


Le 


& te 
| Getting back te my entrance on thescene ~ ag I had | 
written no one es to my tdne of arrival I phoned the Superintamiant 
and he agreed fo meet me at the high sehook an the eaglest place Go 
find and we bad a liesurely and interesting ebat and he showed me 
asourd | the Dulidings « grade aghools and high sehool all gentered 
on the same central. dampus. thig wae wach to my Liking as I had 
wasted a lot off time walking from Bullding to buliding between the 
‘five schools ab Willmer. — He, Herry Merrill, bed been in charge 


oe the echools there for twenty five years, married into one off the 
old families there and had fe thought of moving on to any other 
“places Ho hailed fron Maine ag his home state and sti41 held te 
many of the speeeh traits of his state, ie galled his wiles Nar tha, 
Narthes, and would say “this is a good ‘dear! and Leave the ter eff 
where ever there really was one. He vas @ gental, friendly 

man and weleomed me, I think, ag being the Only other man of the stat 
ari ag introducing tyo new subjects about whieh hdécnew Little but was 
very mach inherested in. He told welober when we beeame better 
acquainted that he had persuaded his board, a buneh of tight wads, 
$e put musie inte the aysten to see 1f ib wowld ald in ea very 
Gough diseiplinary siivetion that they had in the high sehool. There 
wad gsite a bunch of near toughis, all from good families, frequently 
got out ef gontrel in the big assembly room, threwing eresers, 
rubbers op anything available across the rom snashing the. clock face 
and hitting ether puplis. I did not knew thie untill I bed been 
there for sone time. I suppose he was. beying oub the old quetes” 
fron Shakespeare “Musie hath powere te sooth the savage breaste" 


Anyway, I avver bad any trouble that I cam recall, 


even while using the high school prineipal as accompanist, with 
nerve enough to turn her back on an unsupervised crowd, an invitation 
to an op»n attack from the rear. | 
The cwhobechigh seheol assembly had chorus (requited) every day 
from one to one thirty, doubling up two in a seat, an increased opportu- 
nity for fooling and whispering, but either the effeet of my stearn 
visage or the fact that IT had a fairly heavy stick in my hand, a black 
ebony, silver trimmed paten, a gift from the Willmar Choral Group, or 
the other fact that we selected the most likeable types of music, which 
I knew wells @nhougitito keep my nose out of the book and look them right | 
in-theceye, just in case. 
By mid year I decided to give an added impetus te their polite 
interest in musie and I found a perfect operetta to try out on them. 
It had a predominant background of Indian wild west days for a libretto 
and it was of real adult interest and appeal, dramatically and musically 
The whole;predject met with great eclat from the start and, with the erst~ 
while disciplinary "cases" taking and enjoying lead parts, there were no 
more; problem:cases to be noted from then on. Mr.Merrill was delighted © 
and said that the music program had changed the whole atmosphere of the 
sehool. He was so enthusiastic about music that he frequently went 
inte the grades just to hear the youngsters sing. One day he said to me 
“You know, I was in thesecond grade today and there is a real ‘alto! 
there I amsure", I could not dampen hiss joy by telling him that his 
‘alto'was our most outstanding ‘monotone’ that always:sangcéff key \in 


a low tone = and loud. 
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But I seem to have wandered off into the proféssionaleaspects of my 
new ‘job' without first finding a place to eat and sleep. At the 

first meeting with Mr. Merrill, he told methat he had a very good place 
for me to stayand and walked with me to the home of a Mr,and Mrs. 
Chatterton with a large, comfortable house and just thetwo of then 

who were around fifty and with the 'old settlers' background of the 
area. I readily agreed to the set-up and price é. a double room up| 


stairs with t 


ree meals.a dayand washing taken care of, plus the 
‘ryan of the heuse! and free use of a very goodnpiano intthérfront 
room, whieh I cdid uses« eccasionally for giving voice Lessons,~ 
all this for twenty dollars a month , There were however, some 
-faeters that somewhatddimmédtthevresy aspects of the total picture - 
the house was heated only by a big stove heater in the dining room 
and a smaller one in the hall upstairs for extreme cold. And,as at 
Wilimar, no inside plumbing. But I was becoming quite ‘inured ' te this 
situation, both from wilimar and the farw back hone. 

The Chattertons were quite wonderfull to me - far beyond the 
‘call of duty' to a roomer - had me in to all of their many eard parties 
the predominant form ofall entertainment with the game "Five Handed" 
holding exelusive sway, Of course they were all twice my age, 4 sit- 
uation which] had to accept, for a twenty three year old teacher can not 
hob-neb withhhigh school students only a few years younger thah he and 
hope to waintain his professional ‘status! except for theeeceasional | 
scheduled school parties. | However, fate seemed to always step in 
to relieve my secial limitations.Just a month after my arrival in 


town the small Episcopal Chureh had a new minister coming 
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a Reve Be Gs Me Tower, fresh from Hew York City with this te be 
hie first pastorate e Neburally the Local Bpiseopalions urged me 
to step inte the plebure and get 4 choir satablished and 2 function 

ing befere hia areival whic . aide =e 

As in She cage of Dre Twit sehell at Willmar, this Mie 
Tower and I became gue at frienia fron the start with many things 
4h common = Tower and Power started things off pretty welle then 
both young (same age) beth gingle, both from New York state or 
eLty and beth foreed by éirounstances tied up with our 'jobs! 
to maintain a certain réserve in eur Youblie relations" and both 
with ain axperlenced background in the sage ohurel i 

But the ehureh cholr became quite a pleasureable 

agtivity and the weekly rehearsals frequently ended with what we 


teday would call a teoffes break’ ~ stopping in at sone menber ' howe 
for an informal lucels i reeall ofe evening when Me. Tower 


and I tock a stroll dow: town after sone rehearsal, just to relax, 
aml he pulied frou big pocket a handful of loose ehange, pli¢king out 
several odd pleees that he said he got from the church collection 
the preceding Sunday, They were a sort of slug andmarked "good for 
one lee eream ab Che oamenmme drug stores.” With 4 hilarious lew gh 
he said, "Let's go im and see if they are any good." i was a Little 
dubloug bab followed bin in. and after we had finished 


owr lee cream 
he non ehalently threw the pieges on the table and waited ai the 
elex rk picked them up. 4g he turned them over in his hand with a- 
quiguieal Look, Mr. Power asked , tbat ts the mattery aren't they 

any goodr! ESS, thelr good alright" he said, "but bhe only place 
you can get oe a6 in playing 'eraps'! in the pool root." 


AS the clerk was ree lly the owner of the stere and a good 
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Episcopalian, seme explanation seemed in line and he had a hearty 
laugh over the source of the 'eolns' as well as the nerve of two such 
‘dignitaries te test their legality. 

The duo of the “Tower - Power" regime lasted for the mostcafttwo 
years, when he left for his beloved New York and from there to a new 
pasterate somewhere in the east, shortly before I left for the summer 
to get married and to take a new job in the Fall. Like:the Twitehell 
friendship that I had at Willmar, I never saw Mr. Tower again for fifty 
wears, I had. inquired about him thru a New York Bishop and learned 
that he had been rector of a church in Great Barrington, Massachusetts 
for most of the intervening time. So that summer when we were visiting 
Doretha at Stockbridge, I drove the eight miles to Barrington, :found 
him there and, to lengthen our opportunity for a visit, I brought him 
pack to Steckbridge for the afternoon and lunch. I was glad that I 
did this for I learned that he had died within the next two years. 

For the record, I want to enlarge a bit ial my seoandary field of 
work, drawing and Art, For some reason Music and Drawing, probably “2: 
because they were both "specialties", were almost universally packaged 
together in hiring teachers, andusually one or the ether was each teachers 
main field of interest, with the other a very secondary matter. In my 
ewn case I suppose musie was definitely the first, but I had had some 
excellent instruction and practical work in Drawing, mechanical, per- 
spective, planes and solids from all angles, the most necessary basis 
for free hand sketehing and in making plans for any construction work. 

It was this feature of my years work at Hutchinson that led the 


Superintendant and Seheol board te approach me with a new 
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proposition ~ would I intreduce into the school's program, a new 
course of nation wide interest, called Manual Training - wood work or 
shop work involving the use of all tools in the field of carpentry and 
all tied up with mechanical drawing. If I would give up the summer 
in preparing for it at the University of Minnesots, whieh saa offering 
a8 esearunserie eourse for teachers, including detailed plans for in - 
gtalling necessay equipment for cemplete shep work ~- they would pay all 
my instructional expenses there and would raise my salary from $565.00 
to $700.00 for next year.. I agreed to the plan with alacrity before 
ange \bhebriminds. | | . . 
I di@ not realize at the time how mich this meve was going to 


they eouldctha 


mean to me in the way ef fast advancement. Things went off as planned 
and after a hot summer! svwork I got back to the school to advise on the 
installing in a down stairs sizeable room, a set up of about twenty 
work. benches, each equipped with a complete set of carpenter's tools 
plus a powered band saw for general use, ~- all before school ppened. 
tt did not take very long after school got to going, to discover 
that the three specialized fields of class reom work, which leoked fine 
as I got them fitted into the school's sehedule, were going to keep me 


oceupied most of my waking hours. All three .music, drawing and 


manual training, were basiely ‘activity programs' with a'de it yourself' 
apes Aominating the very atmosphere. No group of children with drawing 
peper, pencils, colored crayons or, worst of all, water colors or chareeal 
is going to sit idly by without starting in on their own unless direc- 
tional hintscarenndtferbhcooking24t cones and the same situation prevails 
with a group of junior high poys with a tantalizing array of new tools 


at their disposal. 
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It was doubtless this arduous, tight fitted sehedule of-work 
to which I had committed myself that made this sehool year 1906 - 07 
seem hazy in my memory, with little happening to break the grind of | 
reutine. Just one occasien, momentous to me, was the chance to hear 
andsee the New York Metrepolitan Opera Company in a week's stay in 
Minneapolis, featuring seme of their mest noted singers and a wide 
range in repertoirs. There were two railroads, each with frequent 
schedules to and from Minneapolis, and a number of us, teachers and 
towns people, were ablete get down for an afternoon matinee and an eve~ 
oning: performance in one trip - several during the week. 

Looking back, it seems ineredible that there should have been 
assembled on the same stage in the same opera serles, such an array of 
world wide celebrities, Then, we knew that we were hearing some of the 
Met's top singers, but we could not then have known that these werelithe 
greatest singers of all time - singers that today, sixty years later , 
are still Looked back upon as the stellar lights that their singing 
meade known as the 'golden Age of Song' Among them to name a few that we 
heard, Caruso, the greatest tenor the world has knowns Sehumann Heink, 
with her forty years of singing, a contralte of world acclaim; Melba, 
the ‘Queen of Song' the most flawless soprane voice the world has heard. 
Louise Homer, the first American born contralto to acheive world fanie. 
Her husband, Sidney Homer, a great composer, used to say that he had 
become known as Mr. Louise Homer. All in all, it was an experience 
that I have always been able to look back om with musical pride as 
having heard them all under one roof. 

So, on ending ay second year's work here and leaving for the east 
for the summer, I had a comfortable feeling of security with a salary 


raise and free to relax a bit, which I did for most of the summer. 
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Heading back for Hutehinson for thistthiva;yeer was a Little 
more like getting back heme, with no particular new situations to face= 
the same. phace tbe stay and, besides Mr. Tower, quite a number of friends 
and acquaintances, Shortly before the opening of school, Mr. Merrill 
called me into hiscéffiee to show me a letter of application he had for 
the high seheol principalship and he said that he had just offered the 
position to this applicant. He called my particular attention to the 
fact that shewas apparently a very good pianist - a. graduate from the 
Chicago Musieal College in piano and holding an academie degree from 
Carleton College. He said he knew I would be glad to have an outstanding 
pianist as accompanist for the high school musical activities, to all 
of which I naturally agreed. Her name was Mary Brainard, and with this 
new set up the Fall term moved along smoothly, musically Speaking, and 
this half hour of chorus became quite a respite from the closely | 
scheduled programs of my other types of work. . . «es» « « s ee ee 

After an unusually cold winter, always expected. in Minnesota, the 
Spring of 1908 burst upen us in mid February without any real return to 
winter, a phenomenon, the likeof which even the oldest citizens could 
nob recall, After having been pent up for three cold months, I 
reacted to this abortive Spring with a real toueh of "Spring fever", 
With no auto to jump inte for a nice leng ride,- 1 had never seen one 
close up as of then ~I decided to blow myself and on a Sunday afternoon 
I went down to the local Livery stable! and hires a horse and buggy 
for the afternoon and went for a long drive out into the country, on 


roads, usually sticky with gumbe at this season, now dry as summer, 
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Ag little as T used te eae for horsas when I bad to drive them, 
thig was a rare treat - an casy way to get away from ii al) and I 
dewided to do it frequently fecling quite affluent with, my recent 
pay raise and mueh to wy surprise, to find the horse and buggy a 
mere $2.90 for the afternoon. | 

‘The high geheol ghorus, coming each day ab one e'elock, I used 
to wake my ¢eleotions of the musie numbers to uge gach day and then 
-gtroll up to the assembly roos to the desk of "Miss Brainard" wharves 


ghe was keeping “ab ease” order among the gathering students. Here 


we would run over the numbers in the chorus book fhat 1 planned on 
using. As the students were pouring in noleily and getting adjusted 
to their special seating arrangewionts, we would chat a biG, Qn this 


particular day I recounted my Long dvive of yesterday. and found 


that ghe wee quite a fan for horses and hed dene. gongiderabls dplving 
for her Dogtor father. : 

vhe netural follow uw of the gorversation was te ask. ber 
how she would }iltg to go along on a eimliar trek the following gunday, 
$o whieh she agreed just ag the student tals dropped down to 4 near 
gilence as the bell sounded. ‘the @lgeerning reader has probably , 
et this point, decide’ that onca I hed let my breake dewn to this. 
‘axtent , and with pring coming on, the usual attendant results were 
inevitable. he following Gunday I tried out a tapan’ of horses 
and wa agveed that it was a lot more Pun than to dvive one - in terms 
of today, Mike driving a car with twice the horse power of the old. 

These suadey exeursione beeane an accepted event, weather 

perul’ting, and by wld April I an eure that all of our friends and 
acquaimtances, ineluding high school studenta, had our case all 


eettled before 1t wie official between us. 


62 

Then things began to happen. Out of a clear sky I had an offer frog 

the Superintendant of sch@aks.at ‘Crookston, a town of 10,000 well 

up in the northern part of the sté@te, asking if I would accept a position 
there for the coming year to handle the same three subjects that I had 
been doing and - for $1200.00 a year. At first I was a bit hesitant 
about going so far north woen I had just begun to feel at home: where qT 
was, but I realized that this was the time in my career to take advance- 
ment when the oppprtunity came. 

Tie sLocal board offered me $1,000 to remain but Mr. Merrill, a real 
friend, said that from my viewpoint I should aecept the offer and that 
he wouldrealease me from my contract there. 

Realizing my rather limited background in Manual Training for a 
much larger school system, in accepting the newplace, I volunteered to 
attend Bradley Polytechnic Institute at Peoria, {llinois for the coming 
summer. This was the most widely known Sehool in its field, and I 
made contact with it at once to register for the summer's work, 

Things were piling up pretty fast locally, in’mid May, with all 
of the eventsof the commencement period just in the offing, when on one 
of our continuing drives on a Sunday, I suggested to Mary that we get 
married thet summer in time for her to go to Crookston with me. 

While the idea itself was not so surprising, the immediacy of necessary 
decisions involving quick action was somewhat disconcerting y she agreed 
that it could be done and we began to make definite plans for the 
presedural order of approach in onr sehedule. ‘Pirst in line was for 
her to resign her position as high sehoe]l principal, a contract for 
waich she had signed back in Mareh and then - during the busiest of all 
seasons for teachers, making out final exams, looking them over and 
recording grades, plus the graduating exercise in which we were both 


“involved ~besides all this both of us must be getting 
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ready for permanent exedus right after the closing of school, I to 
Peoria for the summer and she to her home in Osage, Iowa to arrange 
for the many details of a home wedding. 
I do not recall which of us left first, or if, perchance, we 
left together for Osage for a brief stop off for me, to meet her 
family which would have been the logieal procedure. Anyway, we landed 
ultimately in our planned destinations for the summer, 
Onee @rrived in Peoria, I recall that I engaged a room in a 
very nice home of a Doctor and his wife, who, onee I was well estab- 
lished there, proceded to leave town for most of my stay, leaving me to 
rattlecaround in it. Thecweather was unbearably hot - 117 degrees on 
occasions and, te tep it off, eating around at various places I pleked 
. up a ease of Ptomain poisoning, which tho net serious, left me a rather 
washed gut individual for going back to visit for the first time my 
prospective linkaws', Mary's tether and brother, Dudley. Within: a few 
days after arrival and relaxing rest I wie ack to normalcy. 

After a few days of visiting and getting caught wp on the 
wedding developments to date, and getting acquaintedwiith:the Allens. He 
was the-Congregational minister, his wife a cousin of Mary's and 9. o> 

betweennthestwo households a very close-knit family relationship existed, 
In the midst of a very well concealed pre-wedding "rush atmos- 
phere" some one came up with the idea of having the three men- Dudley, 
Mr, Allen and me take a few days off for a camping trip. There was a | 
nice spot for such an outing some ten miles up on the Little Cedar river 
The idea sounded good and some friend with a horse and wagon wust have 


driven us out there with a tent and sundry camping supplies. 
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It wevld be hard to find three men less well equipped for 
'roughing 1t' than thiscthio, a minister, and two youngish school 
Mens- nene with even a bey seout background nor its equivalent... 

But with ens combined efforts we got the ten up, on a slight hill or 
knell, just in case of rain, and well sereened from mosquitos... 

The food question had been quite adequately attended to and 
wa managed to pick up enough dry wood for a very decent fire for 
such items as coffee, bacon and eggs. But sleeping was another matter 
We all agreed after thefirst night that we had net slept too well, if 
at all and after the second night ofiinsomiia. we began to look around 
for causes. As I reeall it, I was the one whe stumbled on a very 
evident detail. that might have caused our trouble. With a careful 
look at our beds, it should not have taken a surveyors instruments 


to discover that bede were so placed that our feet would be several 


' inches higher than our heads, an oversight’ that we corrected by putting 


our pillows where our feet had been. So, after a good night's sleep, 
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we were energetic enough for long treks up stream and down, some time 
in fishing, with varying degrees. of success, and even. swimming in the 
deeper parts of this fairly swift. and stony river. As I have hinted at 
before, it could hardly be called swimming for our 'swim suits' we so | 
complete as. to coverage, that we might as well gone in with. our regular 
garb ons However, toward the week end we felt well repaid 
for our faw days of. camping and got back to town. in ample time for the 
minister's preparations for his Sunday service. 

Back at the house there was. every evidence that much: 
had been sccompiished: 4a our perhaps 'planned absence' and the countless 
details that had hovered over the preparation for the coming big event 
were now in the background. and Mary and I even had a couple of free 
evenings for short. strolls abo.ut that part of town or sitting out. on the 
porch in the warm summer evenings, the like of which we had scarcely 
found time since our decision to get married that SUMMEL « 

Thedate had long ago been dettled for August oe 
the invitations had been out, I expect, weeks ago and presents were 
poming in. The minister of course was to be Mr. Allen, and their two 
teen age daughters, Mary and Dorotha, were all set to play the Lohengrin 
Wedding March, duo piano, and "'Tis Thy Wedding Morning" from the 
ROSE MAIDEN for incidental dinner music. | 

T shall. make one more digression from the main topic 
the last logical place to relate an incident of that last busy week when 
we three men were away. It seems that Mary had been taking some form pf 
medicine and had left the prescription with a clerk ab the drug store 
for a refill.  Theminute that she had taken this she knew that something 


was radically wrong with it and her mother phoned the druggist 
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and was lucky in getting the head pharmacist, who quickly looked up 

the preseription and found that the clerk had put up & powder - straight 
strychnine. He lost no time in getting down te the house with a doctor 
stomach pump andother paraphernalia. which outside of the shock and 
rather rough treatment, left her with no lasting effects. So little was 
made of this that we men did not hear of it fer several GR¥Se 6 8 6 » as 


Te big day opened properly as it sheuld, with a bright sun ; 


followed«by: its cusual heat for late August in Towa, The wedding was 


at high noon followed by a five eourse dinner for about Fifteen people 
according to the local paper's raview, which I have just re read. 

& jovial erowi of well wishers, followed te the station te see 
us off in gue style and some to see that our array of Luggage got on 


the train, 
During the leng wait at Minneapolis for changing trains for 


Points nerth, we discovered that in the rush to get the luggage off 
the train, we had left the large portion of thie wedding cake in the 
over head racks, We never told of that oversight until now. 

A glance at the map will shew that Grookston is a long way from 
Minneapolis and, with a late evening start, we pulled in just as it was 
beginning to get daylight. Landing in @ new town where we were'to‘ live 
for at least a year, and in three days find a house to rent, ahead of 
the arrival of a few basic household goods and get liveably settled, 
is no easy job. This, plus the need of my getting at beast a panoramic 
picturecéeftthe many sided program I had to step into, all called for 


attention at enee, and with theonly means of getting about -walking. 
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However, our. first real. estate man. did come around for. 

us. with avery vritay horse and wagon set up and we got quick action 
for we found a.house among the first few shown us that suited us. 

very welle. of course we were net as tchoosy! then as we would. be 
now but this house was basicly modern ‘ living room, hall and stair- 
way, dining room and den. dewn and two. bed rooms and bath wp stairs, 
and a good coal furnace in the basement and a well kept up white paint 
job outside and only four blocks to the high school, =~ @l1 for $18.00 


a. monthe 
Tu fact this house was beyond my social. status. for I had. 


never had any contact with’a furnace as far as feeding it and caring 
for its operative functions. When I complained to Mary as to how 
hard it. was to get the ashes. out of the small door, she, being used 
to the whims of a. furnace in the Osage house, went down cellar with 
me and when I. showed her how Long it took to get the ashes out of 
draft with the tiny shovel. she inquired “why don't you: open the 
bbe door?", which she proceeded to do andthe ashes. fairly tounbled 
out, revealing the. reason for the big shovel leaning against the wall. 
Tn due time the various. pieces of furniture came, includ- 
ing Mary's plano a. "Mahlin" and antold English styled dining room 
set- solid oak, knock dg wn style that you. put together yongself 
andstaimed at your liesure. We bought. a few other pieces and a few 
rugs, which altogether proved. more. or lass adequate for the time being 
So, after giving this minimum of necessary attention. to our 
persohal affairs, I begag an appraisal of the many aspects of my 


professional yelationships and new contacts yet to béemade. 
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tT had been told by some school. teacher friend that my new 

Superintendant, B. He McIntyre, was something of a.martinet and 
ruled hig teaching staff like a Tsar, and I approached his. office 
for the. first time with a little tensemess insidee To my happy 
surprise, from that first meeting to the last time that I saw. him 
he was cordiality itself - arranged for me to have a.desk in his. 
office and, in the rare idle moments for both of us, he would chat 
affably about school matters in general. He visited my classes 
as an enthisiastic. observer of. the new fields of work, with never 
a eriticisn, aid always assuring me that if I needed anything in 
the way of materials, to Let him knows However, I did find. 
out, in close touch with the whole regime and in talking with older 
members of the faculty, always with a cautious approach, that hddid 
Live up. to. hisreputation as a. Esax,. as instanced by a story making 
the rounds about. his two daughters, both in high school, Phere was. 2 
new teacher who came into the system that Fall’ who. was extremely | 
harsh: in treatmant. of students and these daughters, discussing him 
with friends, summarized theljopic.with. "Why, he's the meanest thing — 
He8s even meaner than Pop'. . 

Anyway, I considered myself lucky and still admired the. 
man enough so that I would hesitate to say that my luck was. due to 
the fact that teachers who could handle my threee fields of work 
were comparatively raree With the brief nine months. stay in this 
town, a. larger system and larger classes, my memory of details is 
very hazy. I do recall that Manual Training oceupied the whole tap 
floor - one big room filled with work benches. and tools. Mary started x 
right in as pianist for the high school but I have no mental picture of 
assembly woom, except for the large, cooperative group with ngver a 


thst of disciplinary needs, a tribute perhaps to the respect for 
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the disciplinary force in thefront offices 
Shortly after va eaves in Grookston. and were reasonably 
well. settled, we contacted the same Mr, Harrinton whose good word. 
got me the new Jobe. He was. on the faculty of the. newly established. 
agricultural school, a.branch of the University of Minnesota, and 
in one of our informal chats, I happened to mention Hime and his 
work at Cornell University in New York... He became at once much 
interested and led me into a detailed discussion of Hime's. back 
ground and experiences. Tn a matter of days. he was back to find 
the way to contact. him. immediately, with a eee oe 5 pasition 
teaching at the school if he could come al onces So we both. got 
busy writing Hime with the result that within two weeks he had sold 
his milk route at Ithaca, Michigan and arrived on the scene, and 
was established at the Farm School two miles out of town. 
Altogether it was a. very happy set up for all of us 

He eould get a ride into town any time and apiend the evening with us, 
Hisinterest in music,and singing in particular, had been kept up and he 
he wouldysually bring in several songs for Mary to play for him. 
He had a very goodtenor voice evolving out of his boy soprano era. 
and was very keen about male quartet work. Somewhere we ran across 
another real tenor and a bass, which find gave usthe ‘makings! of a 
male quartet that proved to be quite effective and with frequent | 
gatherings at the house we built. up quite a repertoire just for 
the fun of singing. T reeall one favorite ‘opener nQ Hail us 
Ye Free, we comalt ,. It was only a few weeks that we had a chance 
to make our debut, and from then on we were in popular demand. 

A highly organized civic group had laid plans for an 


glaborate series of events in honor of the (1909) hundredth anni~ 


versary of Lincoln's birth and Mary and I were put in charge of 
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the music. for the pregrams in all events. With such a. city wide 
committee back of thewhole affair it. had extensive publicit# in. 
local and stalgpapers and we had a goodZ%ntroduction to the community 
at large. Tied up with.some of our musical get-to-gethers at the 
house were occasional. Broupa of informal visits. Not until the 
year was. well along did Himebring down one. of the faculty women = 
Theresa. Woodruff ~ a. graduate from the Ames, Towa Agricultural 
College. They were little more than new acquaintances then but 
they were married during the next year’s On one such occasion 
we. planned to have a.maple sugar party with the warm sugar waxing 
in little 'daubs' on pans of packed snow. After having the syrup 
on the stovefor an hour or so and it still. did not get down to 
sugar, Hime. want out to investigate and found, to his great amusement. 
that we had the eover on tight, when in order to make the change to 
sugar the water must pass off. in steal. 

Along in March contracts for thé next year were out and I 
had. signed up for tha next year. Also we had been looking about for 
a. little reomier house and had one all decided upon except for the 
last signing upe. One day in early May a. man whom IT should 
have known. but did not recognize him at once, walked into my Manual. 
Training. shep on the top floor and introduced himself as Frank A. 
Weld, President. of the Moorhead Normal, looked around at all of the ae 
activity going on at the banches, asked me all about my work, and then 
asked how I would. like to come down to Moorhead. to head the. department 
of music and take on the Manual. Training work for just the coming 
year at which time a new man already selected to takeover would be 
theres As much as the. position appealed to me, I told him that 


I was all signed up for my present place and did now know if I could 


get @® a release without some hard feelingse 


gl 
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But he replied that he had arranged everything with Mr. McIntyre 


before he came up and that if I wanted to go I was free to do se. 
{ had had my geal all set for a Normal school pesition from the beginning 
ef my teaching and with the air all cleared for action, I was quick to 
accept his offer. Parenthetically again, in my second year at Huteche 
inson I heard that President Weld was to speak at some educational 
mesting at Lltehfield a near by on and I teok a train dowm and luckily 
found him at ease and Gionstk the lobby of the hotel and we had quite a 
leng talk about the position there. He remembered the meeting néw and 
grinned as he explained that at that time he did hot want te put a”good 
looking young fellow on the faculty of a college with a ninety per cent 
girl student body." He had evidently kept track ef me and. found that I 
was married and safe to havearound the premises. As for Superintendant 
MeIntyre, when I went in te see him about the whol ething 68 said that 
on Mr. Weld told him ef the propesition he had to offer me , he had told *. 
him that it was too good an opportunity for advancement for me, to wate 
him stand in the way and he congratulated me on _ promotion, = such a 
magnanimous attitude that I felt guilty in leaving him. Before leaving, 
Mr. Weld took Mary and me to lunch and there explained some of the aspecta 
of this one year of double duty for me. The salary, including summer sehool. 
would be $1750,00 beginning with this summer session just upon us. 

The time element couldhave been better for us as Mary was "expecting! 
for aroun early JULY» So ere we were leaving Bnet hee town post haste 
the minute school closed and with no house engaged in the new town, another 


hurried exit and an even moréurgent arrival all within a year. 
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But this move did offer a greater feeling of permancy, for tenure 
in eolleges.is far more secure than in high school, leaving the 
teacher free to plan ahead in his work instead of the. too frequent 
annual search for a new jobDe | 

I have no recollection of any contacts made by Letter in 
regard to a. house to rent but almost immediately we found aurselves 
under the guiding hand - again-~ of the Episcopal minister and his 
wife who insisted that we come right into their house untill. we 
found a suitable place to live. They were a wonderful couple, with 
two small girls as a family, living in a newly built roomy house, 
the Rectory, right next to the. churche fhe church itself was. 
unique in its styling as it should be for the designer was no other 
than the architect of New York City's tallest building, the. Chrysler, 
The architect, thru a local acquaintance, had come there in person. 
to get something that fitted into the locale. 

TheRector, Rev. Young and his. wife literally saved the day 
for us for there was. then no hotel in town.and. few if any rooming 
places. Very soon however, we were in touch with a ‘live! house 
proposition and thru this minister we weregiven the option on it 
as soon as it was renovated and redecorated, and he, working thru 
the owners of the house, who lived next door to it, managed. to expedii 
the whole work project on the interior.. fo make a Long story short, 
with all of this pressure brought to bear, stressing the urgency of 
our immediate need, we finally found ourselves in a new, clean , 
livable house within a week after our arrival, with our household 
goods. getting therejust in the 'nick 'o time! Very soon after our 
moving in Mapy's mpther came up to be with us during the approaching 
advent of the expected new arrival. Her coming gave me the first 


chance I had had to really look into the whole set up at the college 
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With only avweek. left. for my casual. preparation for my first classes, 

With things. more or less at ease for the. present, this will be 
a natural place for afew comments. on Moorhead itself, in 1909. 
It was a town of 4500, on the east side of the 'Great Red. River of the 
North” while just across the river was North Dakateo's metropolis, Farge 
a young city of 20,000 with state wide prohibition... Thus: Minnesota: 
having no such limitationsrin its laws, Moorhead Seized its great op- 
portunity and, with only a bridge between the two elties, it had built 
up a more than adaquate source. of supply by Lining a: net: work of streets: 
near the s¢eet bridge with fifty odd salooms lighted up all. night te 
serve all of the thirsty of a big, dry states. 

With all-ef its: alledged big. income frim the trade, Moorhead. 
was a backward city with ne paved streeta.. uifts« basic soil was Dakota 
red clay gumbo which, if you inadvertantly stepped into it, you carried 
away a slab of 1t.an inch wider than your shoes and an inch thick, One 
faculty member who had been thers a number of Years commented, "We 
natives learn to walk with our feet well apart", However when we 
had lived there a couple of years, an ‘aroused citizenry' woke up to the 
faet that there was a way out of all this. Minnesota did have in its | 
laws what is known as the local or county op$ien thru which and county 
eould vote the sale of any intoxicants illegal and elean out the whole 
trad@e. This proposed movement was given. added. impetus for early 
actiom by an act by the Chamber of Commerce. The two daily papers of 
Fargo came out one day with flaming headlines -"Moo,head Chamber of Com= 
merce admits to membership an ex-convict and turns down a Presbyterian 


minister™,.. This was about #11 that was needed. 


Th. 


and at the coming election the people voted overwhelmingly to put the 
saloons out, and the law had enough 'teeth! for complete enforcement. 
From then on Moorhead saw a period of reconstruction, with new paved 
streets, hotels, stores and homes, all of which in due time, gave the 
city a new ‘image! over the state and the two cities began a new era. 
The college itself was comprised of a large three story 'maint 
administration building, to which was linked the new Elementary school 
and two Dormitories, Two years later there was added a new Auditorium 
and Science building which also housed with spacious rooms, the Music 
Department. The college was also the terminal for the Fargo - Moorhead 


street rallwaye . | 
The faculty numbered about thirty, roughly half and half 


men and women, all experienced and seasoned teachers, mostly in their 
forties, which left me, at twenty seven, the infant member. But they 
were congenial and friendly and we felt pleasantly at home from the first 
The student body was around five nundred:and, as mentioned, was pre=# 
dominantly girls, With a required daily assembly of students AND 
faculty, which exerted a unifying fores between the two groups, there 
was an esprit de corps" seldom found in today's campuses. 

With summer school off to a good start, we will. go back to 
the house seventh street. With the middle of July approaching and the 
oncoming sven imminent, we had a nurse at the house, with Mary's mother 
in general charge, and our newly acquired doctor, a Dr. Awty, on call. 
so I was not surprised on arriving home from school in late afternoon, 
to find the Dr there and in a matter of minutes to have Mary's mother 
rushing down stairs to tell me "it's a girl", Incidentally, no one had 
ever heard of going to the hospital for such occasions, nor had they 


until all of our family had arrived, down in the early twenties . 
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As in most cases the name for the new comer was the immediate 
topic for diseussion and it did not take long for those most 
concerned -Mary, her mother and me to reach an agreement on the 
matter. We hadliked the name of one of the two Allen girls who 
played at the wedding and the name 'Dorotha!' with the slightly 
different spelling was our first choiee. So, with théhousehold 'status 
quo' serene and settled, with Mary's mother able to stay for several 
weeks, I will take this time to catch up on passing items of inter- 
est in the new town. This house was owned by the president of 
one of the two banks and his house was right next deor where he and 
his wife a late middle aged couple lived. On the other side across 
the street was the Lutheran Church, so altho we were only two blocks 
from the down town center, it was in a fairly good neighborhood. 
I-mentien this as I draw attention to the saloon ridden districts 
again, One early morning I looked out the window to see several 
men Looking around our back lawn polking in he fence corners looking 
for something. I was not concerned but liesurely strolled out to 
where they were and casually asked "Lost Something” They replied 
that they were looking for a big iron hub cap to a a wagon ang to 
explain this odd item of their interest they continued, "you see, 
Dr. Egge ( a leading doctor who lived two plocks up the street) 
was killed last night right out in front here and we are looking for 
the iron the murderer used, As explained by the papers that night 
‘this doctor had got involved in a saloon row and had been blud geoned 
out in front of our house. Exeept for his prominence this doctor's «© 
ease would have been given little attention in these pre-temperance 
days I remember another morning when I was working on the lawn 
near the side walk and a drunk strolled by. As he shuffled by he 


turned to makesome remark to me - maybe a would be pleasantry - 
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“and as I turned away in diegust he ambles on, and at about twenty 
feet he turned around and said, "Shay Mister" te which I eould not de 
less that reply"Well, what is it"? At this encouragement he started 
his gigzag back and when he got as near as I let him, he said in a 
drunk's tearfhl volee, “Mister, seuse me will yeu?" and turned about 
and with uneertain steps started on his way for another drink. 
The street car line passed by our deor to the college, and 

then back to the Farge central terminal. Tt was a mueh patronized 
service as there was no other way to get about than te walk, Farg had 
numerous m tropolitan aspects, being the largest city between Minneap- 
olis and the West Ceast cities, and with its attractive shopping area 
drew most of the 'trade't as Moorhead's development was slow. 

It was a natural follow-up, that after the spleadid help that 
the Reverend Young and his wife had given us,, that I «sheuld gladly 
take ever the choir of the Episcepal ehureh and I stayed by it fer 
about two years. But whens the Fargo Cathedral, the Bishop's 'Seat for 
Nerth Daketa, and with the Dean of the Cathedral in residenee there, 
approached me about taking charge of their choir, Mr. Young assured 
me that I should ace,pt it, I agreed ta do ite 

So again I was back te the old sete up at Pgtsdam, with 
an exclusively boy cheir - with ne women singers, Thisssituation 
always has its problems with the immaturity of the boy singers and 
‘their short temure due to the changing voices (just as they were 
getting good) There were some very good boy singers, with one ten 
year old an excellent soloist and very dependable. But on the whole, 
beys as persons and not as singers, are unpredictable and the choir 
master is on his nerve thru every service, wondering if they will measure 
up to what was planned for at venaareea. One surprising bright spot 
was to find at the organ a little ped hairs Englishman, aperfect replica 


of the organist I deseribed at the Potsdam ehurech, who could and would 


a ee ae > 
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It was during this short year in this house that Hime and 
Theresa. Woodruff. at Crookston, were married at her home in Ames, 
TOWER». we eould not very well get away for the long, round about trai 
train trip and did not go. But in the Fall they came down from. 
Crookston. to sceuk petoee thes start West to Oregons They had. 
both resigned from the$Gtate School and, along with a host of 
Minnesotans, including us and Dudley Brainard had bought five acre 
tracts of apple orchards in a little tow of Creswell, Oregone 
Both Oregon and Washington State, thru fabulous. reports and extensive 
advertising, had eome to be looked upon as coming great fruit 
regions of the country. 

This popular move was again engineered thru the same Mr, 
Harrington thru whom we had. both secured our jobs. . Hime had gone 
all theway for the idea.and eomnitted himself irretpieveably to go 
there to live while we who bought a tract and stayed home con 
mitted ourselve only so far as the first geen outlay in thedown 
payments, when the whole bubble broke and we quit further payments. - 
[Tt was not a. goodfruit area. but Hime, being established there 
developed side lines in small farming and they stayed there for 
seventeen years before we saw them again -~in Califernis.. They 
returned to Towa. shortly after this meeting to Ames and took over 
farming on a bigger scale on one of. the Woodruff fannie: 

It was perhaps a. good move for us, teaching me that "far away 
steers do not have longer horns" and any further investments TI 
aver made involved interests close at home where I could check on 
it in advance and keep watch on its progress. Aleng this change 
in am family cohnections T should mention that Mary was married 
that same year at Thanksgiving but for reasons, as in Mime's case, 


we could not get away for the wedding. More about Mary's marriage 


Page 


to Glewenge Miller, then of Grand Bepids, a livshe leter .« 
a 


1% ag temporary, 


the the house we vere im was Livable, we had looked upon 


< shortly after Dr. Eage woe willed, I motieed In 


passing that the house that he had been wuilding for rentel vight 
nest to iis ew residence, wie progressing and I immediately got 
an optien om fer rental, when Piniehed, frou is widew who wae 


now Ls Ghar. Lugkilg it was declared finished during thas 


seconil sumer before school opened whien gave us Liesmre to auve 


in some pre plamed ordew, [i wis a thrill to be the Mrst ceeupante 


eu 


of a AGW, gpen clean houge. [1 was only theese Bigcke nearer tas 
gollegé than the first place, 4 siendard type but by no means 
stereotyped, with three bedrooms and bath upstairs and she usual 
Living room, dining room and kitehen plus a back poreh waleh made 
a grand dlesping porch fer gummer. 

By the tine wa moved in thet, dewtemher, Soretha was 
dveoping, or gather Witehing along Ls a seated position, mayb on 
ali foure by whieh method ef Lloeomotion she go% arvend fast and kept 


ner mother busy keeping track of her wheresboute.s 2 Tegali tha 


ex ene afternoon I had a ‘make up! Leeson come to tha house &s 
nearer thak sehool for beth of te. Thhe partiowlar girl did nok 
heave & nod germe of plteh and flatted badly om a high 'G' whieh 1 
tried te help alone by Aividmag the @ pretty strong on thepians. 


a hee geile in the kitehnen 


and at & short patise, Lot ows a vigotous high '@¢ wight lo the 
eenter of pitch ami the girl hereeif laughed Heartiiy and eadd 


* t guesa gho wig showing me vat 2% ghowld be °, 
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Several eeccurances of interest happened during our stay in this 
house. My father decided to come out to see us during that first 
winter, to be the first time he had met Mary and, ef course, seen 
Deretha, However, after a rather brief stay his visit was cut short 
by a telegram saying that Unele Will, mainstay on the Hakeutacs at 
Louisville, had died of a heart attack ~ really rheumatism of the heart, 
and the wire was an urgent ea#11 for father % come there at once. Unele. 
Will was only ferty at the time and was in charge of the farm, as both 
ef my grand parents were too old for much active work, so naturally 
father left at once. | 

Then later in the spring, Aunt Fran, who was living then in Spekane 
Washington, wired that she was passing thru on her way to Petsdam fer 
the funeral of her brother, my Uncle Theodore, and she said she would 
stop off just for overnight for a few hours visit with us, as she would 
be returning home by another route, We made all that we could of the 
shert time to visit but got her off on an early morning train . We did 
not see her again until our year in Califernia, twelveyears later, 

Thirdly that same Spring of 1911 Mary, my sister, then living in 
Waterleo, Lowa ~ Clarence having been transferred te the headquarters of 
the firm heworked for In Grand Rapids, Michigan. + wrote that she was 
taking a run up to see us. She had been quite sick and Clarence thought 
it would de har good to come up and get acquainted with the family here, 
As neither they ner we could get away for each others weddings, the two 
Marys had never met, so we had another ‘get acquainted' visit, with 
special interest and attention foeused on the youngest member, Doretha, 
who had just recently learned to walk and practiced it most of her 


waking hours. 
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Gnee again Mary's mother hed been with us for a few weeks. 
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Hinge nobiae, things mevead fast and before Lt 
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Bue Dudley, her mother pughing Derethea in her go eart, and with me 

bringing up the rear with mamerous sui gases ( I think I must have 
made a preliminary trip) If the question till arises ae to why we 
did net tahe @ taxiy the anawer is still, there were none. there were 0 
only elght ears in the elty of Moorhead. 

‘DetrOlt Lakes is really a chain of lakes starting from the larger 
ene to whieh wa were going ~ just firey miles from Noorhead. 
Incidentally, twenty wiles north ef here wae Cand is) the town ef Mehnomen 
where Art end Jyne Rebingen still live after coming there a eouple of 
years after this summer T aa talking about. 

As the fierpthern Pacific was the only train service te thislake 
area, there were psuedo busus at the atation and we were able te gat «@ 
horse draw vehiele te take us with eur many belongings some two miles 
to our cottage in a ¢losely wooded erea rignt on the waters edge. 

The term eottage Is a misnomer for this seteup.. Tt was at one 
time quite a delux houge-boat(not boat house) syaipped for é¢onplate 
Ton water! living and eepable of being "tugged" from spot to epet but 
always an onewater site, After this heyday pom, Ofte had bought it and 
moved it up on land permanently and placed In om a cement foundation 
bat otherwise left with ite Interdor heuse boat mode of Living. It still 
hed ite ship's galley fer all fool servies, several bunks fer sleaping 
dewn below and the entiretep Ploer equipped with sivinging hamuocks 
Avtegether 1t was a roomy, cowfor table place te spend & sumer, There 
wae a good beach, shallow enough for Deretha to paddle around in and 
no gudden drop-offs in depth for other suimmers. Dudley Braimard hed 
gone wp a few days late from Down state and together we all put in a 


marvelous month ef Aneust.s 


As Wole document hag already become an autobiography « 
& pertonaliged accounts of family life « E make no attempt te go 
inte any details of my professional, pedagogieal activities except 
asfren bime te time certain epochal developments eceur. Thus 
these seeming Kealeldestopie progressions from house to house deo 


4 


mark the high spete in the day to day family lite 

im wy daily walks Be and from echool [ Had taken a real. 
interest in a eertain corner houge, a feiviy large plae ee wlth e 
elreiler porch exbending around the fronk and side of the house, 
all sereened in, and an imviting piage for small eblidren te play, 
partievlarly when meequites were thidc and vielous throughout the 
SUMRGE So, when I saw a "For Sale" sign en the lawn ene day, I aR 
lest ne time im locking Inte the prospects. When I saw ite hail 
with & eurving stelvwar, a living room with sliding doors Leading 
into a famliy room, a roomy dining room and four bedrooms and bata. 
wp ebeaivea, I was sold om it at ones, T paréuaded then Go rent 1b 


te ue Yor & year with opticn to buy as ways and means to do se 


te 


developed at arenteai price of G@A5,00 @ monbh.e After giving ihe 


4 Rs 


owner ef our wresemt house a eonth's notice, we moved Inte the new 
place well before the opening of the Fall terite While these 


geewlng sgeqyences of action deo not follow immediately, 14 would seen 
beat to 'tollew thru! while on the subject. 

the Hex) summer Dudley Bralnuard and bie mobher, whe by 
then was keeting house for Aim where he wag superintendent of 
sehools, came up for a few weeka visit and both werdgithte enamored 
wits the place aud she, with Dudley's approval, offered to buy the 
house for Mary ag part of Mary's ultimate Inneritanece from her 
father's satate, i took the matter up wlth the owners whe 


rigns beck eof us and who, [ am sure, were in need of quick money, 
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and. the mutually satisfactory price of $4,000.00 was agreed UpONe 
Se at last the pride of ownership in the place we lived in added zest 
to eur enthusiasm and gave us a sense of permamey in the community. 
Alse, for third time, our moving inte a new house seemed timed for 
the arrival of number three into the family circle, this one scheduled 
for arrival on the “ides of March" and true te form, the stage was set 
as. before with Mary's mother and a nurse on the scene. On this March 
fifteenth, early evening came on with high winds, sleet and rain and 
ineipient thunder sterms, but - no decter. I telephoned his house and 
Mrs. Awty, whom we had eome te know very well, said that she knew he was 
en his way in his, one of the few, ears in the two cities. In a few 
minutes she called again to say that he had called pack for further 
information on the new location. Again we waited but the expected 
arrival did not wait, and by thetime the doctor arrived, he was ensceneed 
in his new bed and all was quiet "on the Potemac." Again the name 
must have been practically decided upon and aHatold Swift Powers~ seamed 
to sound euphonious ~ the Swift ef course being my mother's family name. 
The frequent confusion in identity when a son is named after his ~ 
father was avoided by apparent 'tacit' consent by holding te the name 
in full while mine, among family and clese friends had been the nick 


name "Hal!., . 
Anent the Doctor's long delay ~ as much as we liked the Awtys 


we had been slightly disturbed about rumors that he had been imbibing 
too freely of late for a dector, and had missed his timing this time 
driving around aimlessly in an area that hr should be able to drive in 


blindfolded 
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Once more abandoming chronological developments in order to 

complete the recording of new arrivals while on the topie, I shall 
briefly record the arrival of number four on the scene and then take 
time to put the whale group into perspyctive as they grew old enough. 
to take a real part in the. routine of family life. 

Just two years, but for a few days, after Harold's entrance 
into the arena, one bright February 25th, I had gone to school on a 
Saturday afternoon to give several scheduled volce lessons. After 
about three hours at this I had strolled home to be met ab the door 
to be told by Mary's mother again, that there was a new boy upstairs. 
Whilethis again Was not unexpected, it was definitely not anticipated 
when I had left for school that afternoon. In this case there was 
not so immediate a conclave to decide on a name as most of the 
family names had been exhausted but thd name of my most intimate 
friend seemed to find favor when brought up cand Arthur James. (Robinson) 
~the second being also my father's name - was decided on. 

So this particular Sprimg found us with quite a family - 
Dorotha seven, Dudley five, Harold two and the baby. In going out 
for frequent strolls Derotha always wanted to push the baby buggy with 
Art in it and dudley insisted on pulling or pushimg the go cart with. 
Harold in it while the parents walked behind maintain the speed limit 
and keeping traffic lines open for oncoming pedestrians, which latter 
often resulted in traffic jams be those who wanted to stop to have a 
took at the baby. Tt was on ong of these excursions that a. moment 
of great decisions came upon me and I vowed then and there that we woulc 
have a car in the very near future. In one respect it did take 


courage to come to a full deeision,for even an item like public 
opinion and reactions had to be considered - how presumbuous would 


it seem to staid members, 
of the facult 
‘i 
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for a new, young member to be the first to owm and drive a car 
when even the president did not have ones That was the year that 
Henry Ford had shocked the working world by making the minimum wage 
to workers. five dollars a day and had also , to help spur the sales 
of ears, offered a refund to all purchasers of cars that year if 
a million cars were sold that year. Anyway, there was a young 
fellow in my classes. who was, on the side, a.salesman for Fords and 
had urged me go out for a ride in one and was happy to take me oot 
when I broched the subject. On that first ride out into the 
eountry over straight hard packed gravel roads, he really speeded up 
to show something oflits possibilities and on the way back he let me 
sit at the wheel. I asked him how fast he had ever had the car up to 
and he rather hesitatingly admitted to forty miles an hour bufdid not 
want me to mention it. Once I had placed a definite order I was 
of course impatient for its arrival. I had straightened out the 
handling of the purchase price, the secnbeiant sum of $480.00 
T had enough cash in the bank to spare a down payment of half the 
price and easily arranged for the balancee J was at this time 
making $2,000.00 So, before we knew it the new, shiny, black(the 
only color ever dreamed of) model T Frod was on the grounds and I 
had my first driving lessons from this boy salesman, alone, not 
venturing to take the family along until I could start and stop it 
with some degree of assurances It was bY no means an easy matter. 
handle it. First there was the starting of the thing with a hand 
crank around down in front, and often only after many exhausting 
attempts would it take hold, then there was a mad rush around to the 
thpottle on the steering wheel to let up on the roaring shaking 
engine. Thdpedal system was something dreaned wp by 4 mad mane all 


of the functions of the elutch tied up in the left pedal - 


~ way down was full power ahead 


words, Low gear, half way 


dew, whieh you guessed at, by 


neutral, by releasing the 


foot pressure entirely it Plepped way back to your feet and was in high, 


rh inthe rey 


by some other manipulation it we 


if you came to a meen, saady short hill which 


abllicy to meg sabia be, Feu urmed the car around and backed up. 


The gasoline tank was under the front geat and when you stopped 


to HMI ter wel, eve 


. the Prout seab alimbed out, rain er shine. 
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nas 
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nosy effect: 
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the winter, And herg 


we will Leave ih to get senool dayvse 


The eopllege was growing, as i hed @ new 


assistens coming pereon of Thornton, a sister of the Deen 


ef women on the dormitory, both Prom Dew Bacdford 
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she a very good violiatet, 
several years we were working together there, 


& aa 


moved into a mew euditorium bailld- 


WIth Use The misie department 


ing wlth a fine well equipped suite of rooms right mexh to the eaudttoriua, 


a perfect set up for muele performing groups to step ri 
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87 


When Dorotha was six, she started school at the college Praining 
School, under some very fine critic teachers thraughout. Her teacher 
used to let Dorotha take her vreaders home, a practice frowned upon in 
some seheols, and she and Dudley, who was four, would climb into a big 
rocking chair and she would "practice teach" on him, reading over what 
she had read in school, pointing to each word as she read, and he would 
do the same right after her, Thisspractiee continued thru several 
books and months. We thought it a oute form of entertainment for 
Dudley, after a sometimes boring day at home alone, but to our complete 
surprise, we found on looking inte the procedure a bit, that he was 
really reading | 


Blank to correct connections with following page 
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He became an avid reader and before that year was up he had read. 
five of the school readers thru and had a mania. for reading everything 
from cereal boxes at breakfast to all. store signs in our rides about 
town. With his own method of learning he was spelling most of the 
words he read. On, day, for fun, I asked him to spell his name and 
he eseuiee it right off and to dare him I said "Now spell it backward", 
and hepopped it right of f «yee@ulLed=timd . 

So at the beginning of that Fall term when he had become 
five in June, he was eligible to enter school in the first grade as 
there was no kindergarten there. After three days in school the 
first grade teacher stopped me in the hall in the training school 
and said that she had checked very fully on Dudley and felt that he 
definitely should be moved up to second grade with Dorotha, as he would 
be bored to death in the first grade, I agreed with the enna she m 
made the change at ones But the second step was sonatutne of & 
surprise to us. when she asked me to go with her to the office of 
the principal for a talk and they both, after reviewing the ere at 
length, had agreed that both Dorotha and Dudley should be moved up to t. 
the third grade as all of the tests and checks they had made showed 
that both of them would handle the work there with ease and would 
have enough challenge to make things interesting to them, and this 
again Wee: ‘aabed WpoOlle So as Dudley began his second year in school 
the next fall at the age of six years and four months, he found 
himself in the fourth grade, a. situation which both he and Dorotha 
accepted ag the perfectly normal thing. More on this as they 
approach high school, . 

Professionally, I had grown increasingly interested in 


the teaching of voice and had an interesting and interested group of 
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pupils and had become anxious. for further instruction, pabticularly 
with a man.teacher as I had come to feel then, as I still do, that 
a woman teacher cannot teach a man singer and mine to date had been 
two womene. Consequently, I looked into the matter of voice teachers 
in Chicage and fibally wrote in to the American Conservatory to 
arrange for a series of came Lessons a week for three weeks. Pres. 
Weld, approving the move, allowed me to extend the two weeks vacation 
to three weeks so that I could complete a series of ten lessons. 

I was happy to get scheduled, as I had requested, with KarLeton 
Hackett, probably the best rated teacher in Chicago. He had had all 
of his training in Italy and remained there for several years to sing 
in one of the. opera houses theres 

For two successive Spring vacations I went down to work with this 
man «jincidently staying at the home of a fon that we knew in our firs: 
years. at the college, when he moved to Evanston, the Stanfords, They 
lived then just one block back of Dudley's Srawane house on Colfax. 

But the high point in my finding time for and top teachers 
came in 1917. I had read in the Minneapolis papers. that the most 
celebrated voice teacher living, William Shakespeare of London. was 
coming to Minneapolis to stay with his daughter, largely to escape fram 
the terriffie bambings London was then getting in World War One. 
and = that he planned on doing a limited ahout of voice teaching.. 
T had known of him by his reputation and as the teacher of numberless 
operatic stars as well as being the author of "The Art of Singing", 
the'Bible! of all students of singing. Tt wrote in to his management 
and explained that I was mainly interested in the teaching side of 
volce and T think that this was what got me in, scheduled for a sevies 
of several lessons a week, for his hobby and aim in these latter years 


of his teaching was to get disciples 
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as teachers, who understood his philosophy well enough to carry on 
his principles of singing, He was a man of eighty then, but dynamic 
and vigobous and specific in all. details. 

While the shadow of world war I which started in 191+ 
had hovered over the country at large for several years, it did not come ° 
to dominate the thought and mode of life here until this country entered 
the conflict in 1917. Being geographically ee removed from the 
coastal regions where public interest is always focused on happenings 
in Europe this central area was not too aroused nor concerned by what 
was bhppening way over in Burope With no radio nor television to 
report daily or hourly on disasters abroad, newspaper headlines here 
were more of general interest. ET do recall, while out for a Sunday 
afternoon drive coming down Front street in Fargo, and seeing flashed 
on some form of news specials, that the UeS had entered the ware 
This of course was April 17, 1917, Easter Sunday, but it left Little 
real concern in the minds of most people altho merdtiiacant Dudley were 
greatly concerned and wondering aloud if and when the Germans would 


get to Moorhead. 
However, in the back of my mind, there was a growing 


coneern over my position and this part of the country itself as a 
place to live in permanently It was bitterly cold here in the long 
winters ~ often 30 degrees below zero for weeks at a time, and the 
children were litérally shut up for half a year at a time. The 
country itself was a dead prairie, with no winding roads, woods, hills 
or rarely, lakes. - no place to go now that we had a car. Also, aldhe 
with all of the faculty, we seemed at a standstill as to salary. 

I had reached $2,000.00 maximum, including private voice, and appar- 
ently there would be little or ne increase. Pres. Weld, himself was a 


strange combination of personal characteristics and questionable moral 
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stabus. He was a tall, handsome, dark eyed individual whe oute 
wardly wore 4a friendly, genial expression, back of whieh 1 lay @ steely 
eoldness that came to the sacface when anything er anyone roused his 
dee. EG was ans awareness of this trait, on the part of the faculty 
and gtudents alike that ereated a tenseness in ail situations, secial 
er personal, where hewes concerned. | At assemblies , with the 
fagulby on the stege with him and the student body dewn in front, he, 
and ali of wa would walt for | silence, when he would slightly ineline 
his head in my direction as a signal for me announce and conduct the 
opening hymn, at the close of waleh, while wa were gebting saated he 


would step to the speakers stand , with another short wait for silence 


oF 
g 
. 


that would make the falling of the proverbial pin sound like a eragh 


and thenstart the topic ef the daywhieh wag, to his eredit, alvays 
well ehosen and execedingly well presented. Bat if, in the midst 
of bis talk er reading, his eye caught an inattentive or whispering 
student, there would be an Ominous dead ailenue and he would say, 
“tf that girl in the red dress at the end of the rwo does nob eare 
to listen, she may take thia time to leave the reom." Of course the 
poor girl shrank down in her seat as far as she ¢ould and the reat of 
the audience tock a deep breath again. fhe antithesis of this 

coured one day when the Gevernor of the state, Burnquist was a guest 
speaker af the morming (foot mete - he was @ class mate ef vary 's at 
GarLeten, Hore abouk him leter in a morepersoral connection) 
He. Weld had just stepped to the desk to Introduce the speaker and 

, when there was e ioud oresh from the faculty 

midst bus not a sound from the student bedy - no one was breathing ~ 
head toward where the deund hed originated 


ze. 


os ba Pgs A “ 
woe Leo 


He 


ty, @eosa Told ding ghaip hed 


four legs out flat on the floor with its 
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eccupant's two legs doing the same. 38 


it Me. Weld had gquiskly sized 
up the psyehological situation with ite pent up hilarity bursting at 
he sgams Tor releage and his own senge of humor crowding him hard, 
turned gleowly tu the audience, with @ emile spreading slowly over his 
face he Leoked down at his desk, shaking all over Wate mirth. 

This in itself let leose the stiffled reactions to a natural 7 ae 
preaueing scene ~ some of the faculty men, in the spirdt of the eceae 
Hhov, helped the here ef the hour to his feet, brought him forward 
where he made a low bow amid Loud apllause. [ne Laughter had run ite 
Gourse and everyone sat down relaxed andready to listen attentavely 


eo the Governor. 
fo Follow up the comme 
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With the qugstion of tne mew job aettled, we started right 
in on the most urgent igmms.in preparation for moving, the most in- 
portant being the selling of the house ~ advertising it and hoping 
for the best. we got. a most promising prospect very soon, an official 
of the FWw's - Independent workers of the World, popularly referred to 
locally as the "I Won't Work" society. He camepersonally toa sea the 
house, walked. hurriedly thru it, said it was. just about what he wanted, 
andleft saying that he would be back just as soon as he returned from 
a trip outside the state. But it was near the elose of the summer term 
when we had most of the furniture ready for moving except that for the 
Last minute needs.and our aveae pretty well adjusted to the idea. of 
leaving without the house being sold and left in the hands of a real esta 
estate man when, the IWW man walked in, asked if the house was still 
available, and when we assured him it was, he knelt down on the lawn and. 
writing on his knge, wrote a check for $1,000.00 as down payment. He. 
said if we wouldleave all of the papers covisthtatinie the. deal. at the: 
bank, héwouldpay the balance before hémoved in around September firste_ 
This was a great relief to us and, to hiseredit, the money was in the 
bank to our credit in due times At that time household goods 
had to be moved by freight and we were told that it would take at least a 
month for them to reach Mt. Pleasant. We managed to get everything 
loaded and off before we left the next day by car in the first long trip 
ever taken in the Pord. liven the necessary minimum of personal 
belongings were hard to stow in a car with no sign of a trunk, and they 
had to go in large suit cases. fastened on the fairly running boards. 

Our inside arrangements pet Dudley, seven, and Harold, four, 

in the fromt seat with me, they being the most agile in getting out and ir 
avery time we took on gas(under the front seat) tn the back seat 


Mary, Dorotha, ten, and art, two years old were pretty well banked in t 


o5 


_ sundry, daily enroute needs in the way of food and clothing, 
A number of our closest friends, with their families of small children 
came ever to see us off on the epoch-making thousand mile trek, to a 
new nome in @.'!baek East! state, and we were off to a fast twenty five 
mile pace, There was no one best or specified route from place 
to place and the driver made his own choice whether to go via the red 
or the yellow trail te the next town of any size, The only signs to 
help the traveller stay on the right road, were occasional patches of 
yellow or red painted on a tree or a telegraph pole. 
Qur:first and only stop over was to be at Fairmont, where 
Dudley Brainard had just taken over the superintendency of schools 
and his mother was again his house keeper as he was not as yet married. 
I knew that I could not now retrace our route - over now unused roads 
buttthecappreximate mileage now is some three hundred miles, and I imagine 
that with our early start we made it ina day. 

Only two things stand out to me now etuneerning our several days 
there, One, Dudley was writing a book, and he had a very disturbing 
eough, just acquired, and beeause of this, he asked me to do some 
typing for him which I did in my "worse than now" style. His cough ° 
became so bad that a doctor was called in but he could not diagnose 
any specific malady. To elear up this matter now ~ after we had been 
in Mt. Pleasant up to November and the nation wide epidemic of the first 
Asian Flu struck the town and us, we were were then sure that Dudley 
Brainard had one of the first cases of this disease any thatthe house 
being open in warm summer weather, we had none of us caught it. 

The second odd connection for me was at a big town pieniec out 
in a woods somewhere, This town was the home town of Gevernor Burnquist 
and he was the guest of honor. We naturally met him thru Dudley and in 


chatting, we found that we were leaving Moorhead for good. 
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He motioned me to one side and asked if I would take a short stroll 
to get away from the erowd, which we prodeded to do, and he launched 
out into the matter that he had in mind, 

He, as Governor, was ex-officio head of the governing boards of 
the state colleges, and it seemed that persistant rumors had come to 
him, many from school men, to the effect that things were not above 
suspicion in the ease of President Wéld and, I suppose, iclowiawonew 
that I was no longer connected with the college, he thought I might 
feel free to help set him straight as to the local situation. 

I had known, thru very 'sub rosa! sources, that Mr. Weld was 
‘something of a Den Juan on some of his out of town trips. I also hed 
some very special infermation on the topic, thru, of all strange sources, 
Mary's mother, It seems that many years back, she had been living in a 
town of Zumbrots near Minneapolis, when Frank Weld was the young school 
superintendant there. Tt seems that one day Mrs. Weld, quite aware of 
a -'situation' there, walked to the school in Later ‘after school! hours 
with a horse whip in hand and walked in on a tete-atete, involving her 
husband and a young teacher, and told the pair that if the young woman 
did net leave town the next day, she would horsewhip them oth in 
public. Such a rash unorthodox precedure could not go un-noticed in a 
small town and the terms of her ultimatum were followed. 

Of course I did not include this choice bit of gossip in talking 
with the Governor, but stressed the tense, strained Faculty~Administration 
relations chet existed there. This talk evidently did help clarify the 
Gevernor's total picture of the situation and brought quick action for 
we learned during our first year at Mt, Pleasant that Mr, Weld had | 
resigned to go into the publishing business in Lineoln, Nebraska, 

e « « © © « eContinuing on in our trip, the first factor that came up 


for consideration was that of selecting a fitting place for 
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pitching tent fer the night. We had a new tent but it was none toe 
roomy and not too mosquito proof. There were no special palces for, 
nor even restrictions against camping, so a good dry looking school 
yard was a frequent choice, sehools not being in session in summer. 
These were usually near some farm house where we could get a quart of: 
milk or safe drinking water. We always carried a supply of 'eanned 
heat! for use in coffee or milk. 

We also had a very important item of travell, a mending outfit 
for ‘flats! - indispensible, quick working and effective. Tn about 
a half hour, I could take the tire off the wheel, find the leak, 
rough it up a bit with a small file, apply the adhesive, clamp aa the 
rubber pateh for five minutes, get the tire back on, and we were off 
for perhaps several hours of Bonnie free driving. 

After crossing the Mississippi river early one morning, we 
had an uneventful drive across Wisconsin, ending up just before dark 
in time to cateh a boat. from Milwaukee to Imdington, About the only 
thing to eause comment in driving the several miles of Milwaukee streets 
were the traffic signs with speed limits of thirty five miles per houre 
whieh brought loud laughter from the kids as that exceeded our usual 
speed, The boat trip afforded us a restful night's sleep, a chance 
to clean up and dress up a bit, ready for an early start on what was 
‘to be the last leg of our journey= to Mt. Pleasant ,by noon, we hoped. 

We left Ludington on very goodroads labeled U. S. 10 and 

our hopes were high. But about eight miles out our hopes were dashed 
to the ground- to sand pits in fact. At this junction there were three 
or four deep rutted sand trails, all Leading in a generally easterly 
direction, I walked to a nearby small house and asked the woman who = 


eame to the door, which road was the one that led to Reed City, the 
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the apparent goal, according to the map. She laughed and answered 
that they all led to the same place and were all equally bad. 

With this assurance of at least being on the right ,oad, we drove 
hopefully on and at each crossing er junetion, picked the one that 
at that point seemed less deep as to sand. If anything Like a hill 
loomed ahead of us, the front seater, except the driver, climbed out 
and picked tall weeds, grass and brakes to put in the ruts to give a 
little traction for the wheels, with the motor in low. 

"So," we thought, "Ts this Michigan with Federal cross state _ 
highways like this ?" But - we finally 'sailed into' Reed City, with | 
its paved streets, we asked the man at the gas station about the roads 
on to Mt. Pleasant and he assured that our troubles were over with 
yery good roads the rest of the Ways 

Late that afternoon we arrived at our real destination, found a 
room in the only hotel, rested a bit, Seanad. Gp and went out to luneh. 
Going back to the hotel we took a liesurely stroll around a few extra 
blocks, and when we saw our car with its excess baggage removed, it 
looked inviting enough for us to all climb in for a drive about town 
particularly the the college area - fer a glimps ofthis town of 4800 
people that, tho we did not know it then, was te be our home for the 


next thirty years 
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At the time of our entrance inte this new scene of action, 
Mount Pleasant was not a prepossessing looking town and had apparently 
been at a standstill for some time, even before the war. 
As for the Normal School, it had also reached a point of low ebb 
both edueationally and in growth aspects. As elsewhere, the war had 
taken most of its young men students and at the opening of that Fall 
term two hundred and sixty students were registered. But at this | 
junsture a kindly fate stepped in and the President was notified tant 
days before the opening that the Army would be sending a quota of the 
newly established Student Army Training Corps of several hundred men, 
While everyone welcomed this addition to the student personnel, near 
pandimonium set in with a wild scramble to get accomodations eokiving 
quarters and equipment for so large a crowd on so short a notice, 

Four buildings comprised the entire campus, lay eut - Administration, 
Training Scheol, Science and Gymnasium, with not a dormitory yet built. 
The final decision, without much freedom ef choice > was to turn over | 
the entire Gym to this new SATC factor on the campus, when they arrived: 
the three Army Officers in charge were, in a coincidence hard to mateh, 
respectively Lt. Walker, Lt. Rider, and Lt.Dancer . Se, with a 
brighter outlook for the opening day, we will go back to the family 
long enough to find a place for them to live. which proved to be no 
easy task, with little chose from, But after a long search, a realestate 
man came up with an alternative to my being forced to buy, which T did 


not want to do, with an offering that desreves a little space. 
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This offering was a big old house occupying or rather in the 
center of a whole city Dlock, just across from the Training School 
with a mixed orchard of apple, pear and cherry trees for a lwan, plus 
a roomy barn at one side, perfect for parking the Ford for the winter. 
It was known locally as the Old Jamison Place” a ten reom house with 
a newly installed hot water heating system ~ and all this for thirty 
dollars a month. To aceount for our Living and doings in the period 
prior to getting inte this house ~ Aunt Fran and Uncle Vede were still 
living at Ithaea, or rather, they were back for the summer in their old 
home that they still owned, while they spent the winter in Atlanta, 
Georgia where Frank and Anna also lived. 

When we made our first run down to see them and they found 
that we were stayingat a hotel, they insisted that we bring the family 
down and stay with them until we had our house and furnishings avail- 
able, This we were particularly glad te do for there was nothing for 
the youngsters to de in a hotel. I could then ‘feel free to commute as 
necessary to Mt. Pleasant to attend to the housing deal. Fortunately 
after signing up for the place, we got word that our freight car of 
heuseheld goods had arrived and that we had three days to get them out 
before a penalty rental would be charged. Dudley, 28 very good helper 
at seven years, wenioan with me and we managed to got everything moved 
outand into the house the first day. The next day we all came back 
after four or five days with the Barbers and between us all we got the 
basic needs for sleeping quarters attended to and kitchen utinsels 
with food on hand so that we spent that night under our own roof, 
with ample liesure the next several days for finding just where every 
thing should go for permanent leeation., When finally adjusted, our 


furnishings were quite adequat even in this ten room house 
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we did net seem to rattle. Dorotha and Dudley were now in the fifth 
grade and found just running across the street to school very handy. 
Likewise mine was omly a step furthep as the old main building stood 
where Warriner hell is and Ronan Hall now spreads itself over the 
grounds of this eld house, I shall make no particular comment on 
the new SATC, for its! life waseshort here. Two agpects or happenings 
stand out in retrespect, locking back over the interim ef fifty years 

The first was the deadly impact of the first great Asian Flu 
epidemic te strike: thisceguntry which came with such sudden attack 
‘gaught us off guard. Almost overnight the 'Gym' became a hospital 
with stricken army ten lying: on matresses that so covered the floor 
of the Gym that it left barely room for the volunteer nurses to move 
about. <ALL regular students, mostly girls, were sent home for the care 
they could not get here. While: the- percentages. of. fatalities: wereonet 
high, there were enough to make the situation rather stark, and a 
great worry fer those in charge, sehool and army alike. 

But this dark side of the picture was quickly changed immediate 
ly following the recuperative period for the sick, when the big news of 
‘the Armistice was flashed around the world. Even this first announce~ 
ment, which proved to be mature for a few days, gave us and the whole 
world a chance fer wild rejoivings and celebrations- hanging and burh-- 
ing the Kaiser in effigy in the town square and the secend and authentic 
announeement, roused us te even greater fervor and intensity. 

This welcome news coming in mid november, gave the school and 
Army time to disband on thepart of one and to reorganize its programs 
on,.the opart of the other, Many of the draftees were recent high school 
graduates, and after this chance to get acquainted with the school and 
faculty, many stayed on as regular students, This new development gave 


net only an inereased enrollment but brought new 
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enthusiasm and purpese to the entire campus life, and the new term 
epesned with an optimistic outleok that the school had net known in 
' Some time past. By the end ef that winter term, two big 
decisions, by and about me, had been made that took quite a load off 
my mind, — I did net mention when I accepted the position, a slight 
shadow that hung ever the total picture. The man whese place I was 
taking had got a leave to enter the service and, while this did not 
bind te seheel! to held the place open fer him, there was some kind of 

'gentlemens agreement’ that he eould be eonsidered again on his return. 

- President Warriner, being néw, was awere.of but not party te this 
rather tacit understanding, -had not wanted to commit! himself until heo 
found the faets of the situation. So when he called me into his office 
in early Spring, I was prepared for most anything.. But he came 
right to the point and said that several of the leng time faculty men 
en hese opinions hépelied on matters reaching back of his regime, had 
been in te see him, singly and collectively, urging him te reappoint me 
at onee to continued service on the staff, and this he was doing as of 
theme I learned later that the group of men included Calkins, 
Larzalere, Beddew and Tambling. ‘tt seems that my predecessor had been 
hired to teach voice only and, when the incumbent head of the department 
died in office, this man had been appointed to act as head for the 
balanee of the term only.s 

The second decision that I speke ef was a matter of housing again. . 

It had become definite that a. Dermitery would be built on the grounds of 
our house in early Fall. I had had mp mind on a let in a weedy spot 
across the street from the schoel and now with my tenure assured, I 
began figuring on on the possibility of building on this let and the 
family were all for it 


Lot 


I approached Mr. Warrinre as te the attitude the sehool might have 
toward such a move. and he assured me that itwould be all right for he 
was sure the secheel would never expand in that direction. 

With this assuranee, I started in on securing thelot, which had the 
"for sale" sign posted on it. Thru the agent for the: Lolearned that 
a hundred foot frontage would cost five hundred dollars, which even in 
those days was reasonable and I ordered the agent to secure the deed, 

We spent a week or so going over plans from a Bay City Company, the 
ocerpiginators, and best known of all the companies offering the new idea 
called (eroniously) "ready built homes". In reality every piece of 
Lumber going into a certain house was cut to the exact size and numbered 
We found an experienced carpenter who was not averse to thisttypecsf 
construction and by mid August the luiber had come and work had started, 
en this 'Bungalow' styled hduse,:very popular then origination in Cal- 
ifornia. Bullding was a much slower preeess then, with all excavating 
dene by horse drawn seoops and endless shoveling and with no electric 
tools for carpenters. But we will leave all these worries to the 
builders and repert that on December 17,of that year we were able to move — 
in. Statisbically, this story and a half house with five bed rooms, 
living room with fireplace, music reom(den) separated from living room 
by glass doors, dining room, kitchen, bath on each floor, full basement 
with a back-in garage, with thehundred foot lot - cost in tote$5,000,00 
eomparablewith teday's $20,000.00 homes. To indieate something of the 
conservative nature of the titigenry - because the house was in a very 
pretty grove of trees that hed always been called the 'woods', I was 
asked by several if we planned to live there winters also. After all 


ef this build-up for the house, it would be anti climax not to record 
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‘moving day! the long anticipated event for all of us, 

It was a bitter cold day, that December 12, 1919, but no snow, and 
all ef the youngsters wanted to help by earrying their numerous and 
sundry personal belongings via their own express wagons or by armsfull 
for the onebleck from old to new house, There was a relatively efficient 
moving van for the piano andregular household goods, and these men made 
quick work of it by making several of these short trips te avoid a slow 
. process of close packing which made the settling process very easy. 

By the end of the day we had a pretty well organized dinner in ‘state! in 
the new dining room, after which we lighted the fire in the new fireplace, 
one of the house's ehief attractions, and sat around its blazing warmth 
auntil an.early ped time, . 1 « « sesscvsee + eo os 
Probably the most signifieant house warming event in the new 
home, our fifth house to live in 4 was the arrival of the fifth member 
of the family group on January 29 , 1920 and who, by popular group assent , 
was named Lueile Adele, which had no particular tie up with any family 
name. The full significance of the name, seme time later, appeared when 
someone discovered that the. initiais<spelled a word ~ LAP’ - which coin- 
elidence, in the light of thecoldssaying that one 80 named"would have great 
riches" must surely in this case mean “sitting in the LAP of LUzUry. 
Moving from episode to episode still seems to be the best 
approach as we go along. Right after our decision to move to Michigan, 
we learned that Clarence and Mary were tentatively committed to move from 
Waterloo, Iowa, to Alma Michigan, and while we were staying with Aunt Fran 
at Ithaea, she told us that the new theater being built for them was’ 


finished and awaiting their expected arrival in a week or se, 
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So, without any planning in advance nor even awareness of each 
others plans, we had landed in Michigan in thetwo towns only twenty 
miles apart. Roads by this time were improving year by year and we 
had a back and forth intercourse for ate a period of time while the 
family was growing up. I am afraid that this'intercourse' became qhite 
ene sided, as the children became great movie fans, in these days when 
all movies were wholesome, enjoyable entertainment for alllages - and 
it was hard to see a Friday night go by without a run over to the Strand 
Theater, where the owners. passed us thru the doors ‘ticketless'! 
Altogether, these were great. days. Mary and Clarence first drove 
a ‘Peerless! car followed by a Franklin with an air cooled moter, while 
we changed our Ford (mileage 4800 in three years), for an Oakland, a 
fine looking rangy car but with nething under the hoed, that would 
guarantee a return trip nome in a thirty mile drive, This gave the 
makers such a bad name that they dropped it and came out with the 
Pontiac. We kept ours only a year and risked another new make, the 
Durant, one of the first "glass enclesed'cars, 2 characteristic that I 
had earlier vowed I would never ride ing .«. 2 « « ees ¢ ee See 

While a teachers main business is in the day by day classroom - 
teacher, pupil contacts -theresare extenuating clreumstances when 
extra mural activities may eontribute more to the institution as a 
whole than the routine program. It is along this latter field of work 
that I want to expand a bit in recounting in some detail a projest 
originating at Central which developed into a movement with state 


wide repercussions in the whole field of music. 
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I had read somewhere about a program in Kansas where an area group 
of high schools met for a songfest andit had evolved inte a contest with- 
in the group. with agreed upn trating systems' thru which winners were 
selected by disinterested judges, as in athletics. 
| It struck me as being a potential motivation or stimulus toward a 
higher level of excellence in musical performance ~- if handled thru and 
by a central disinterested organization. I thought the matter over for 
several days, going into some details as to plans for instituting such 
an enterprise, and then went to see the President about our sponsoring 
such a program for state wide participation. After his first doubts as 
to whether the arts in any form could withstand the cold bloeded treat. 
ment given athletic contests, he began to see, as I had, the potentials 
lying back of such an idea, and he told me te go ahead and as far as 
possible, toe formulate a detailed procedure and manner of approach to. 
the schools of the state thru their music directors, 

This was a fairly large order and I ‘acu nights blecking in 
key features of the proposed program and, as the time was getting short 
for a trial first event that coming May. I fermulated a definite pro- 
gram of events, required music numbers for the various fields of per- 
formance, glee clube, ehoruses, orehestras and pessible soloists, along 
with rules and points to be considered in judging the merits of compet. 
itive performances - all of which went out in the first letter of announce 
ments to the various music direetors in the high schools, 

To help make sure of a representative groups and enough «© or 
entrants te make competition interesting and meaningful, I decided to 
visit in person some of the larger high scheols of the Class A groups, 
and thru the directors themselves arranged for me toe give a brief ex- 
planatory talks on the contest plans. Alse, using"medicine mens" tactics 


T offered to bring along a male | 
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quartet to sing a few numbers for the special gatherings. 

These plans materialized and, with this quartet that had been 
singing together for some time and were quite good, we visited the 
Bay City, Saginaw, Flint high sehools on quite a ‘barn storming! tour 
and found enthusiastic receptions each time, as attested by the fact that 
they all entered the contest in all events, 

With these top sehoels as a nucleus; the contest's successful 
start was assured and many class 'B! and '¢' from various partsef the 
state followed suit with most of them entering several or all events, 

making around a a hundred entries. This year's participants, together 
with planned publicity, spread the news of the contest activity so that 
the 1922 announcements received early registrations with an estimated 
four hundred contestants coming. 

With these two years of experience to go on, I had decided 
that to remove any cause for criticism as te the fairness of the several 
judges' decisions, there should be only one judge, and he from out the 
state ~ aman with sufficient prestige and musical and professional 
accomplishments bread enough to make his name well known in the music 
field. There was just one man that I could think of with sueh a back- 
ground, plus a personality both genial and dynamic enough to face up to 
this task, . This was Peter Dykema, then head of the Department of Musie 
at the University of Wisconsin at Madison. When I took this up with 
President Warriner, he offered to pay $300.00 and local expenses for 
the two days if Dykema would come. Mr. Dykema was much interested in *- 
this new movement and agreed to accept thepost, which mews, when sent 


out to the directors of music in all the schools 
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added new mihuslasm for che PEOLeCE » 
with phe endless amount of acetate’ work Looatng ‘Ep ahead 
of 1 “ae, is seone best te present the next two years with pykeme as 
pole. fudge retrospectively rather than Chronologically. So z wild be 
briefly atatietieal as be the mere growbh of the contest. and then 
attempt EO give a true plebure ef the eonteat movement in its fourth 
season, 192k. | 
_ Even our two ¢ first yearg in handling seegla and scheduling 
"success sive events in theprogram ~ te keep the constant progran running 
_ stloothiy and Rapidly yithout seeming rushed ~ did net quite ‘prepare 
us for bhe the third seagonts Geo entrants ~ almost twice the maaber 
 éurolied dn the eollege itself. But vhey vere niee youngsters and 
aa ardevly ag possible trying to keep informed as to their upeoming 
performance on the stage and then te work then crowds Go get there, 
| BY 193k Midhigan roads were getting meet better and cara 
eeomtae aml faster and theLarge school badesdhad cote|into whde use 
all of which relieved the housing problem aa ag more and more 
drove home for the night. But even thesd factors did not keep pace 
witha the arowsh of the cowtest,  Altho we knew dn advanee the approx - 
duate mumbex coming, by the enroLlingnt, we still were gonawhat dazed 
as the Mfteen hundred contestants began rolling In, tho fortunately, - 
nog. all at ene tine, 

‘Théremalning ‘meee sities whose officials had watched 
the progress. from the sidelines during the fireb years off She contest 
now dame pouring in with fall quotes, #tink, Bay Gli, faginay, 
GrondRapids, Bathle Greek all brought along as their mada schipetin 
events fall seventy plees orchestrea as thelr directors had found from 
prageding years that. in order to win in this highiy eonpetitive area, 


they must have fvil Symphonie instrumentation 
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Detroit, lansing, Pontiac and An Arbor, among many others, came with 
their large A Capella choirs. 

After tye days ef constant. ‘performance batows ne. judge; all 
contesting groupe and individuals. « thera were over ninety in the 
solo: Piel we ad. taicen their turn and all wad fimilly set for the 
bie evening of awardsy with the Judges ¢ommnts, @11 in all the real 
spectacular event of the whole SOLleee 

Bot Peter Dyce, faced with these groupe on hom he mast pags 

Jwigement on thelr respective musical merits, had remained outwardly 
iuperturbable. . As he knew galte well aeveral of the man directors 
thru national meetings he was quite eareful abowl being seen in conver 
gation with them — mex Like We Ww. Horton of Piint, John alae 
Grand Rapids and Joe Maddy of im Arbor « and they caves his. 
aloomicess. We did, hewever, have ell. of the diresetors, men and women, 
over to our house for a aix ofgleck last day dinner owt on thelawn - 
with Dykeme a Kind of special guest, where everyone met bin exid eaeh 
other for informal ebats, bul no tebe-aebete chats were indulged in 
nor shop talk. Mr. Dykema gtayed at our howse the two nights for this 


Sane PUASONs 


in preparation for this final big erent, ie. Weeriner 
and ly gone » wedies back, had gat together with the Listings of all events 
goming we. and had ordered the awards govering everything - large gilver 
@ups of varying sizes for the large ensembles in class Ay B, and. @ 
impressivdplaques for others and even for each of the winning solgists 
muse styled ping te the individuals. all of these made a @lanorous 
showing dlaplayed Ot the stage at the opening of théprogram. 

$0, for thig final nights the hall, with ite limited sar 

seating eapachty of elgit hundred, the Auditerium was. bursting ak the 
seams with spectators, io¢al and visiters, and with the wide double doors 


7 hey 
kept wide open, erowls af contestants lined the walls, leaving an ensry 
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way Tor those due to appear on the stage. Qn the stage Me. Dykema 
gtood at the speakers desk with bis hands overflowing with sheets ef _ 
elaborate nobes dictated by him to a@ stenographer at, hia right during 
every event of the two days work. He was flanked in the rear of the 
stage by Mr. Warriner, surrounded by an array of siverware fron whieh 
he hoped to be able to Find the right plece in bime to pass to me 
as. Wimiers eame Wp to reeelve the awards. | But this avarding was no 
Neoime ead get 10". style of procedure ~ no perfunetory pak on, the. back 
then on to the next. Dykema was atHagter of Gerenontes". par ex- 
tgllence, with a inimitable anyle in giving epitielsm along with the 
favorable points, that Left me sting in the heart ef the eritielzed 
because of hla sonstructive approach, | | 


in this way thégroups fron which the winners came, wee 


vere naturally the west vociferous in their applause, the losers 

werd tudh more than, Just polite in their hearty response. The fact of 
thidprevalling attitude bringé up another of wy ‘foot notes! 

At the beginning of the gontest movement J had run aeross a phrase in, 
mR tip 1o3d Weleh fingers! who head eferied om an unbroken 
ain af ar 


‘Aim’ was deelared go effectively that I adopted 14 as our motto. 


me eontests frou the year 2100 down Go World War TE. and thet: 


it ran ‘Sat to win a prize nor defeat en adversary, bub to iPace. one 
ariother on the voad to exeeliencss* ‘the direokers had empha sized 
shige. motte in working with their greups and 16 hed much te do with 
maintaining thig fine attiindes 

Bo it was that this, the last session of. the State-Wide 
Musia Contes cane $0 a glorious elose with exuberance inning high 
gous Little time after midnight. | 
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So it was that this, the last session of the State Wide Music Contes: 
came to a glorious close with exuberance running high to thelast. 

In talking things over with the geecdaeat pat morning, after 
congratulating each other on our big success, Mr. Warriner was mest 
delighted with what the contest had dene for the school, bringing as 
it did, so many high school students from all parts of the state on to 
the campus for an exciting, participating activity. This aspect was 
brought out and verified that Fall by our vastly inereased enrollments 
in in all branches of the curriculum. The MusiciDepartment-felt: this 
most, both in point ef numbers and in the musical ealiber of the students 

. The dark spet in the picture for continuing the contest was our 
“now preven inability to handle the highly probable larger enrollments, 
While we were guszling over thepreblems of future plans, John Beatty 
sbeppedcintoothespicture and suggested a plan that a hed to admit was 
a normal, Solution to the problem. He had just been made State Supervisor 
of Must and needed some such 'motivating! cause*to justify the newlt 
created office. He tactfully approached the idea of having his office 
take over the state wide aspeet ofthe contest, dividing the state inte 
four divisions or Centers, with Central still the number one section as 
to Sige and importance. As much as we regretted having the contest 
split up, we new that it was teo top heavy for us to handle and we 
agreed to the néwopropesal, This proved to be a fortunate move for me 
with new important developments eoming up of whieh I knew nothing at 


this time, * e e e¢4@ * ¢@ & ¢ e269 26 
My private volee work had become an important part of my 


program with twenty five to thirty lessons a week on top of my regular 
elass room teaching, and I had felt the need of further study in this 
Field, so when the Chicage Musical College announced that Herbert 
Witherspoon, leading Basso of the Metropolitan, already a much heralded 


and sought after voice teacher, would bi 
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a featured guest voice teacher for the summer, and I got in toueh 
with them and arranged for the tera oflessons with hime For the 
record I wight mention here that I continued this same voice work the 
following summer, staying enech time with the same friends, the Stan- 
fords, that I did several years. back ~ the ones who lived one block 
back of the house where Dorothy and Dudley Lived a number of years later 


and still do as I write this in J,ly 1965. 


hos 


An interesting analogy exis sted between William Shakespeare, with 
whom I studied several years eariier and I will try to be brief in re- 
lating it. Thdlast half of the ningteenth century, which came to be 
known in the music world as’ the '"Gblden Age of Song" or the WRel Canto 
eva. This period of fifty years was dominated completely by two great 
voice teachers ~ father and son successively - tne Lampertis, who so 
revolutionized the art of singing that it made italy the"tsine qua non" 
for voiee study. Shakespeare was & product of the first Lamperti and 
became a shining light as a disciple of his teachings in his famous. 
book, "the Art of Singing". Witherspoon, a generation later studied 
with the younger Lamperti and became aliving © gponent of thisnew 
philosophy of singing in hisworld wide concertizing and twelve years 
of isading Basso of the thiet ! I did notrealize then as well as IT do 
now, all that it meant to have had these two contacts in a kind of 
NApostolic succession" from the fountain head itselfe Ghakespears, 
English, deliberate, somewhat pobderous in style, erudite but forceful; 
Witherspoon American, dynamic in style, tucidly clear, graphic in his 
approach to techniques, and quick to illustrate a vocal point in ques- 
tion by singing it with nis ow brilliant, powerfull voice, Anyway, 
the two revolutioned my ideas on singing and teaching, and in a way 


the two complemented eacn other by their diame ttically RRR 


personalities. 
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Bub to get baek efter this long digression from the wain ling of 
thought to the nore or less mundane affaines.at Mount Pleasant. — 
Different events came im such elese succession that 1 can merely relate 
them without trying to tig then dn with ethers. the iota jest novth 
ef our house and lot was beeoming « bit. of an eye Sore as sbudents whe 
dzeve in to sehool got the trick of tying their horses and various out~ 
‘fite there. Gur house bad proven to bea good venture and, ag I had 
jast head a twenty peyment lite ingurance polley mature, with a cash 
value of $2,000.00, we decided te buy the lot and build ¢ rental house 
fer teachers only. Using the sene builders and the sane seurae for 
materials ag in the firsk, we had. things volling in a short time, ready 
for ecetipaney in the lake Pall of 1oae. I was a three bed room, 
Living reom, dining room and kitehen set-up waieh we fureished thea 


out with complete new furnishings, and three wimen teachers, who had 


been in temporary housing, waiting fer ite opening, moved in at” ones. 
I had agreed te tek, care of the heating, for a2. of whieh they paid 
a totel of ninety dollars a month, a falyly high prige fer those days. 
this arrangement worked out very suecessfully for all eoneerned. 
Anether abwupt jwap to another teple. With the steady advance 


of emphasis on ¢ollege tenacliersg'eredentiaig I had become keenly aware 


ofthe fact that I mast get my bacesiaurgate degree very soot to mest 
these dewande, Up to thie point both Michigan and Mirnesota ag well as 
New York gintes had bean very BRER Lewlent in thede detends om epéeial 
teachers af the arte helding degrees in thely fidlde of study. But with 
Normal Gchools fast bedeming Gtite Teachers Colleges offering degrees 
themselves, it beheoved all such instructors to eet the néw tequiréments 
goon . 1 talked this over with Pres. Warriner aid le temindéd me that 
E would be eligible for a debbitical Leave of abeduee for study in 1929. 


TAL 4 is PY esc ie. r eee Bete: ¥ . x 
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Pepperill. Massachusets, just south of the New Hampshire line where 
some of Mary's relatives still lLived- the Shattucks, in a big, old 
Mew Enhland house where the youngsters had a grand time playing around 
the barns and rifing eon all forms of animal propelled locomotion, 
After two nights stay here(everything is measured in terms of 'nightat 
when you ere camping) we headed west on our still long trek back home , 
uneventful except for one more night's stop, this time at my cousin 
Howard 'Power'shomenear ‘Auburn, New York, 

Onee home, after a few days to recuperate from the rigorous 
~'vaeation',I found time to appraise the results of our summer's work 
and I f@1t sure that the six hours of credit that I had earned would 
eome in handy when applied to the credits toward the next year's study 
Dototha and Dudley had each made goed use of the chance forsstudy, she 
_ with Lacy Coe in violin, the man with whom she was to study with later 
on, and he in celle with a teacher by the name of Dubinsky. 

Passing over the basic school. teaching activities, TI will move 
on to the next early spring when, for me, some exciting events began, 
Qut of a clear sky, came a night letter from the University of Southern 
California, offering me a position in their summer session as guest 
Professor in the School of Music with an honorarium of $500.00 
This offer fitted into my general scheme of things quite perfectly 
for me as our faculty now was on a twelve month payment sehedule. with 
every third summer off on full pay, and this was my third summer. 

As an odd ecoineidence, I had little more than accepted this position 
when I had another complete surprise wire from the University of 
California at Berkley offering me the same kind of pesition as the 

the previous one at $600,00 for the term. Naturally I had to turn 
this down.. In neither case did I ever learn of any direct contact 
information that led to these offers, and I have to assume that it was 


Largely 


LL? 
due to the publicity I had in connection with theMusie Contest. 

But a third occurence, an equally unsolicited and unexpected 
came aS a complete solution te my problem in getting a degree in my 
Sabbatical year off, I was attending the National Convention of 
Music Supervisors in Chicago, when I ran across an old Potsdam friend 
that I kmew in the Crane Institute while I was there. .. He etoes seeds 
that as we were just registering at the hotel, we might get a room 
together so that we could visit, which we did, He told me that he 
was head of the Publie Sehool Musie at the School of Musie at the 
USC where I was to teach for the summer, and that while hehad nothing 
to do with it, he had heard thaé I was to be on the staff for the - 
summer and another idea came to him. He was taking the year off 
to get his Doctor's degree at Teachers College in New York and he 
wondered if I could stay on and “take-over his department. For the 
regular nine month year the job would pay: p2500,00 plus a esnaiderania 
from the voice werk that I would fall hair to: I brought up the 
subject of my getting a degree with about thirty hours of work to 
get in during the year, and he assured me that with the wide range 
of courses offered in the down town quarters of the University at 
night and late afternoon ecnourses on the campus, I would have no 
trauble, - When he left the room I stayed on to de a little figuring 
on the financial end of the proposed deal before making a final de~ 
cision. weed the Mount Pleasant end, with half pay for the nine 
months away and fall pay for-thae summer just coming up, would amount 
to $2300,00 and therental fer the two houses $1200,00, From the 
University full year $3,000.00 and a tentative $1200.00 - a total 
of $7,000,00 This seemed quite adequate and I told this friend, 
Arnold Wagner that I would aecept this offer. To fully evaluate this 


ineome in terms of prevailing 
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teacher salaries in 1925, it might be neted that President Warriner, 


along with the ether pres sidents ef-Bhe of the heacher golleges, 


recelved a salary of 25,000.00 and freulty heads of departuents, 3600.00 
So, @11 in all, ther dust have been some smiiy ‘ganke* waving & wand 
wreeklessiy in our behalé, to bive wade = of this chain of - élreun- 
stanges dovetall so perfestiy inte euch aa ideal program for all son 
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VOngy SOVEN passenger, with all ef the mederm (1929) ser accoutrements . 
fas oven had a ‘wade ont-net @¢ fowlbb dn! trek. The. aew adquirenent 
Leads to another toplie of interest in earmection with tha trip waste 
He Ds Galking, one of the mast outstanding men on the faculty, hed Jugt 
been appointed to a summer teaching position at the University at 
Califormia in Los dngéles « nob Sonthern calite ernie, nor yee Berkley, 

the opiginal head U af Ge Naturally, as goon ag this news came, we 
degided to wake the tris Wegsther, an, Go tive the group more tightly, 


he bought an exact duplieate of our Hudson 
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While our erowd was made to enaes for the seven passenger car, the 
Calkins had five adultes. Both @gutfits carried large sized tents 
rolled up tight for the runnung beards, and each had two large, 

water proof suit eases for the. other running board, while things like 
bedding and edd pleeces of clothing wemt in the not too big trunk, 
Most of the crowd followed the prevailing dress for motoring ~- kahki 
for themen and 'dusters' for the women. 

Now that we are all set for going, why wait for all of the 
many last minute detaiis, Quite a erowd of our friends were at 
"Gover's corner' to see us off and, with hand waving, and tooting of 
horns, we were off on our 2400 mile trek, aware of the fact that 
there was ne paving on the whole routs except for a few miles either 
side of the larger towns and cities, It was realy ten o'clock 
when we finally pulled out of town and, with an hours wait along the 
line for the Calkins to pick up Bruce and his wife, 1t was late =~ 
enough by the time we got thru St. Joseph so that we decided to stop 
for the night in a spot right on the lake with plenty ef daylight left 
for our first try at setting up camp. As we had eaten at a restaurant 
in St. Joe, we went to bed at dark and consequently we were off for 
an early start which, I believe, got us as far as Omaha, Nebraska 


before night. 
As we have made four trips to California, one via EL 


Paso, Texas and another as far north as the Yellowstone National Park 
with the others in between, with a different way out and back each 

time, I am not too sure of the exact routing even on this first trip. 
However, certain incidents and important places do stand out clearly 


which we will try to mention. 
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One such incident which was a new exgerience in driving for all of us 
was 'fording' the North Platte River, the largest tributary ef the . iors 
Missouri river. phe road simply ended and tracks led down to the 

water's edge, with no re assuring signs to lead one to take the plunge. 
But, while we were all out of the cars for a conference a native with 

higssfarm truck came along and offered to lead the way. We watched his 
successful crossing and decided to follow swit and came thru all dry 
but the ear which, with the Nebraska mud on it, needed washing . 

The first one-day step ever was at Cokorado Springs, with its 
main attraction the famous "Pike's Peak" with its 14,000 feet elevation 
As we inquired around as to the advisability of driving up in our own 
ear, we were told every where that it was a real hazzard to attempt ite 
We learned later that this was a leeal built up taboo to protect the 
bus business, but we made the ten mile trip up by bus, care free from 
driver's worries,. Once up te the Gop, we all jumped out of the 
pus and the youngsters began rumning about to celebrate put :theyyvery 
soon stopped it and sat down to rest and even from lesser activity, we 
all learned what such an elevation meant. Im thhasrareified atmosphere 
even the mildest exertion left new comers gasping for breath, So we 
moved sedately, if at-all, and were glad to crawl back inte the bus ana 
just gaze at.this ‘top ef the world' seenery. The trip down was a con- 
stantly changing~- with every curvee paneramic picture of the Reckless. 
and our enjoyment of iti inereased along with the increase of oxygen in 
the air. As we left Colorado Springs next day, sometwenty miles 
South we stepped for several hours at the "Garden of the Gods" a 
beautiful miniature setting( as far as Rocky Mountain scenery goes) 
of pinacles, turrets, mounds and cliffs with challenging steps and stairs 
ofvarying shades of red rock formations . ali a dare to any venturesome 


youngster to 


121 

climb out on some projecting rock or natural stairs to get his picture 
taken. Then on to Raton Pass, down, down into New Mexico to Las 
Vegas, Santa Fe and Albuquerque, all exotic enough to be exciting to 

WS 6 As Albuquerque was apparently the last town with civilized 
conveniences for the next hundred miles, we stopped here for the 
night not taking any chances on the offerings of the 'open Country' 
ahead of us... Being assured of the chance of getting a breakfast at 
a. good restaurant by sim o'cloek next morning, we were hopeful of making 
the Grand Canyon by that night. Tries we did, but barely, as we ran 
inte twe real points of interest, fhe first was quite an area 

ef Petrified Forests right on our way, im fact our road ran thru orc > 
several miles of this tract and we picked up mant fine specimens 
without deviating from the beaten trail. | The second place of 

great interest was the ancient homes of the Cliff Dwellers ~ a kind 

of natural balcony areund the inside of » cireular walls of stone, 

a huge amphitheater with intermittent eaves dug out of the rock with 

a natural six foot wide shelf for the walkway. These numberless caves 
were the homes of this race of ancient Indians. This was quite a 

long walk from our cars and I remember having to carry Lucile some 

ef the way, We had so overstayed our alloted time fer this scene 

that we barely made the Grand Canyon by sun set but we got our tents 
up in an alloted space in time for a quick meal at a restaurant, and 

a fleeting glance at the nearest view of the canyon before we turned 

in for a good night's sleep to be ready for the next day of antielpated 
sight seeing, Thertwo families had agreed on a full day stop over 
here, but as we all felt that a trip down the mile deep canyon, a foot 
or by Mule back was to strenuous and exhaustive for mest of us, and 

as by noon we had taken pictures of all views, we decided to move on 
to Needles, to be ready for a morning start across the Mohave Dessert 


Right after crossing the Colorado River, over quite 4 sae 
ri 
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we werein Needles, not really a town but something as near & eamping 
ground as we had found, with a restaurant and other accomedations for 
travellers needs. There were numerous cars and their passengers , all 
ineluding us, ready to make an early morning(three or four o'cloek) 
departure. Noneof us put up our tents but put our air matresses along 
elese to the car and slept in ourtravelling clothes, or most of them 
to expedite our early start. As the temperature was around a hundred 
all night, no one really slept much, and befere any signs of dawn, the 
eamp. was astir and peeple were getting breakfast at all all night service 
place, Tee one'must! for the car was an extra can or bag of water 
for at this -bemperature water poildhawaysfast and there are no 'Oases! 
in this particular desert. We have erossed this desert once or twice 
since this trip omieloudy days when it was but little warmer than on a 
very hot day in Michigan, but this one was characteristic, with a blazing 
sun, blistering to faces not yet gradually tanned. Beyond this aspect 
and ene stop te give the car its last drink, the trip to Barstow, the 
first real town on theother edge of the desert, was uneventful, but we | 
weleomed the increasing signs of vegetation and seattered trees around 
Barstow. From there on as we approached San Bernardino the seenery 
blossomed into avenuse of Palms and gay colored flowere, making us feel 
that at last we had reached the ‘promised land'. Here, the Calkins, ~ 
who had net made arrangements in advance for a phace to live, decided | 
to stop for the night, from where they could start out in the morning 
dressed for the contacts they would be making upon arrival in L. A. 

We, on thevother hamid, had a house awaiting for us and decided to 
drive en so that we could sleep in a real house as late as we wanted to 
next morning, which was Sunday. This was sound reasoning, but the ont- 
skirts of a eity like L. A. ean streteh out interminably and driving in 


any strange eity at night is a slow process at best, 
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so, with muy inquiries as we moved along toward the Beneral aren 


of ouf house, we finally could count the blocks to the right street: 
and at last drew up to the right house about midnight. The key, 
according to directions, was at the house next door and there was 
no other way than to rouse the household which ga: Plea Ty suceeeded 
in doing and explained our heed. The key was forthcoming and we lost 
no time in crawling into bed and were asleep in two minutes. 

We doubtless would have slept thru till noon if we had not 
had a rude awakening - a kind of twenty one gun satates welcoming us to 
Los Angeles. i was. still pretty grogey next morning when I awoke 
thinking some dne was shaking me and the bed. I sat up dazed, to find 
the rest of the household all in the room, the bed still shaking and 
the pictures on the wall. all askew, when someone og all of the 
family yelled “earthquake” which I knew was right as soon as the 
name was mentioned. AS goon as we got dressed and down stairs and 
outside where the neighbors were collected in groups, we learned that 
it was no Sunday morning side show but a major catastrophy = the 
Santa. Barbara earthquake which wrecked most of the city, some fifty 
miles up the coast. I had arranged thru some contact, before 
leaving home, for renting the house of the head of the Speech Department 
for the summer. It was large enough to do for the summer but we were 
glad that we were free to find some other place for the mid year 
It was a couple of miles to the USC campus, with a street ear service 
very good to the campus and on to the down town district , which made 
it very handy when IT began taking night classes at the well established 
down town night schools. As we had a respit of several days 
before school opened, I decided to get my own courses of study for the 
year settled first, with all requirements for my B.S. degree outlined 


and agreed upon at the Dean's office 
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Most ef the students in this class ever which he presided were 

middle aged, experienced teachers andhe used the purely ‘lecture! 
method, with no class participation. He was brilliant, philosophical, 
erudite and witty. He.whad annoveed at the beginning sageien fiat , 
there would be one test only-at the end of the series, 

Some of us whe were more or les experienced in making out tests 
began to wonder among ourselves, just what kind ef a test this could 
be, but never approached him on the matter. When it came on the 
final day, it proved to be ea type where the ‘writer's opinion is 
ealled for and, as a writer's opinion ean never be called wrong, we 
all awaited the outcome with more curiosity than coneern, In our 
last meeting after the test had been turned in, he was his jovial 
self as he told us that he had spent half the night looking over the 
interesting eontributions turned in to him and that he had finally 
decided that due te the high level of all the essays, he would 
give us all 'A,s! I think we all applauded to keep from 
laughing aloud. I relate this purely as a humorous ineident and in 
no wat related to the instructional status on the campus, 
© + 6 « © e e There is one continuing note to be made on Dr. Stowell 
above mentioned. <A year before we were there he had been stricken 
withtotal’ paralysis and still lsy in a coma. We calied there once to 
see Mrs, Stowell, who told him who we were, but there were no 


visible signs of recognition to us. 
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@ 


La Amer, the © 


% 


widltiret a aseletant to Leone greatest. mame ion all she anmale 


wre ii the 


WLolin dnetrictlote Auer, & Bugsian ber 


alana miler the Gsacr, had been wade React oF 


< 


ee ‘Nesgow and eoeleimed for mis seeming » 


Sop retiking eariiiete of the day. He esdaged 


in 1917 aad came te New York, beinging with tu several of his. shar 


guplle Jnat ready for debat, ameng them Helfltz ani Edmbeliat, whe gave - 
Auer an immediate springbeerd bo fame in this eounteyby their ghignome 
onal arbistry im the conewrt wordd. One of the reasons given by the 


inner esterle for Ager'ts greab rey a. beecher was Sheat he never 


took “— whose musical ability and talewt nad not been preven by 


aids erking with aol around hin, andlacy Coe was one of ¢he ton few in 


ts ea dnrot obe Give erean. 
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After this Long interpolation on the Auer regime, we will get 
back to the dinner with the Geese After the meal was pretty well 
over andthetopie of music was still in the air, Mr Coe rather hesitating=) 
ly approached a subject he had in mind. In brief his proposition was 
to the effect that 1f we and Derotha could see ourway to do it, he 
eould get her in to study with Auer for the coming year. This was a 
rather staggering proposal ~ a wonderful chanee for study at. bop levels 
but one that would cause quite an upheaval all around for us. ‘The 
greatest argument against it was the fact that Dorotha, aleng with 
Dudley was to finish her last year of high school at the Polytechnic. 
Also Dorotha, just turned sixteen, had never been away from home any 
length of time in her life, Also the fact that Los Angeles was 80 much. 
fatther from New York that Michigan would be for keeping in teuch with 
her. fhe Coes had offered to take Dorotha into their home for the 
year where he could watch over he work with Auer and give her the two 
lesgons a month alternating with Auer'stwice ac month lessons. 
After all thespres and cons we came back ef@eh time with the idea that 
it was too great an opportunity to turn down and, as Dorotha was ail 
for it, we decided in favor of it. I am sure how:that I would never 
make so rash a decision again, but it workédcout:all-te the good. 
o © © © «© « o » L believe that it was thru Frank and Anne that we got 
in touch with the owner of a house that was available for rent furnished 
It was a big, seany anaes with niece furnishings, and just a block 
from the Schoo] of Musie where I was to teach and an easy walk to the 
main campus,: Likewise to all the seheols the three boys werette 


attend, which made it quite ideal all around, 
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Se at the close of arelatively uneventful summer term - outside of the 
topies just covered, we decided to move into the new house at once 
with plenty of time to make the many readjustments. before the opening 
of the Fall Term.. As this involved only moving our personal be - 
longings that we brought with ugfrom the Bast, it was a simple matter... 
this house was in a nice residential districf, on the edge of an area tk 
that was, at the turn of the century, the center of the moneyed aris- 
tocracy homes, large brick or stone manstenes one or two to the blocke 

[he Music School, just around the corner, had taken over one 
ef this type and, with few alterations, made it into an ideal set up 
for this music school. Its natural lobby was large enough to serve as 
business offices and waiting room, a ball room on the second floor 
became the auditorium and recital hall and former bed rooms with their 
high cellings and walnut or makbogany walls made deluxe studios. 
Mine had a full sized grand plano near the bay window and had ample 
room for a class of eight or ten students using folding ehairs. A side é 
door led out on to a. secondfLoor patio ~ altogether quite delixe.. 

At our house again, there were two or three Palm trees in 
the front lawn and in the back lawn, enclosed by a high tight fence, 
thera were several flgs trees that bore so heavily that the bors 
picked them to sell around the immediate neighborhood. 

There is one more residenee to mention while we are on the 
subject. Frank and Anna Monfort and Aunt Fran had built quite well up 
into the mountains. that surround the north and eastern boundaries of the 
city on a very beautiful site with a unique immediate setting. 

As you entered the house from the ground level of your parked car, 
you. stepped down ar coucle of steps to the first floor level of the 


living quarters. fhe down stairs level, as you looked out the 


windows was still at tree top level. looking into a deep ravine with 
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with sLopinkis rocky cliffs. beyond which, at night you could see the 
whole of Los Angeles lighted up in spectular display. Onee knowing the 
route to thisplace, it became a favorite drive for the family and the 
two households were back and forth peal often. There is no partic 
ular time or place to bring wo certain topies so, while on the subject 
ofdriving I will mention that Dudley learned to drive in Los Angeles, 
He had just turned fourteen, which was legal driving agether and in 6h 
thiselty. Los Angeles at Hie Gane was just a big town in style , 
a nice guiet residential city with none of the mad rush of teday. 
While cars werdgetting numerous. and there were oceasional bottle neck 
line ups in getting out to the beaches, no one got excited about it 
and the low speed. limits were generally obeyed. So, by avoiding areas 1 
of probable congestion in our early evening drives, I would move over 
and let Dudley take the wheel with only an occasional hint as te 
techniques, and this was his "driver Training " course and he was drivii 
ing with assurance in a short time. Ong little incident to cap his 
driving record in L. Awe he did get a ticket for parking overtime in 
the down town district. Zt was the day before we were Leaving for 
our trip back to Michigan and he noticed that the time for payment 
of fine would come when we were at least out in Nevada, so he still 
owes L, Ae $1400 excapt ‘that it is outlawed a. long time back. 

The time for Dorotha!s leaving came several days before 
school opened for the rest of them and we allwent down to see her off. 
There was a very definite concern shown on thepart of the other 
children, not to say payrents, on having her leave for so long a time 
on so long a trip, She had her ticket thru to New York but 
did have to change trains in Chicago. To make this a little easier 
for her and for our peace of mind, I wroteour friends, the Stanfords 


of Evanston and asked him to meet her on the incoming train and 


help her get on the the train fo N 
g T New York 
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BIW ab Mews Foe bas Kae Bee bak eis Picken me te a tec doa thot reo SSE EE kee 
CHES MS EADERO* CADE OPH EHH oH os ede LH PK OTE *POAGE* OL MARA SAE week ex eRme 

His. office was down in the Chicago Loop, a short distance from 
the station and he gor there to attend to the transfer. He was also 
thoughtful. enough to send us a wire that he had met her. The Coes 
of sourse met her at New York. | 

foam sure that I must have made some summer contacts with 
the proper officials at the schools, arranging in advanee for the 
boys! acceptance in the right grades, coming as they did from another 
state and school... On the opening day of school I walked with them 
to school ~ Harold was. eleven and Art was nine- to find the best and 
safest traffic route for the five blocks and met them after school to se 
ifthey could retrace their steps of the morning, which they did. 

Dudley's situation was not an easy one to face up toe First 
he was fourteen that Junejust passed and would thus graduate two weeks 
before he was fifteen, where the regular ist eighteen; he was coming 
from a relatively small high school to a large one - Polytechnic High 
had around five hundred Seniors - a. large group of both faculty and 
classmates to get partially acquainted with and adjusted to different 
approaches in general. That he succeeded in doing this shown by the 
fact that toward the end of the school year he was chosen as one of two 
seniors to represent Polytechnic in the annual interscholastic meet 
between all of the high schools in the city. 

So with everyone off to a good### start in the Fall term 

exceyt lucile, who was five that January, at home with her mother , 
my"hard to schedule" program of work was finally settled, even to my 
private voicepupils. of which there were nine, all ‘inherited! from 


Mr. Wagner whose place Iwas takings Students there could sign up for 


study with any teacher they wished at the beginning of each semester, 
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In ‘thi dpomnestion there wee 8 monthly recital in the Ball Reom Where 
a toncher eould present a few of hispupiis at hie diseretion. and 
attendance at these reeltais was compulsory for all studente, all of 
whieh Jed ta a highly sempetitive situation among students and. faoubby 


alike, . ss 
rE hee in ayy ig 


mp of voles people ‘several natisce students whe 


had dong quite a bit of sizdhing in and axound the carpus and the Music 
school, @ tall, personable baritone ~ Henry Foth - who game to me as 
a base beehuse, he bold me, be gould not get above an E flat. 

We went te work with him aleng the Lines of the Witherspoon philosophy 
of @inging and in a very short time he was ydealdting to a top @: 

and in a matter of weeks he was applying thie to all ef his 


repertoire. 
| I finally eonvineed him that he wag not even a barltene ete 
species, a dramatie tenor, waich classification Witherspoon eonewrred 
an when he went to study with him dn the Fall of the coming year. 
ThAlast month of tha first semester I put him and a real Base 
and @ mezgo: sopriny on the last reeitel of the term and the results 
were almost sentational. among thelr student friends, whe were quiek to 
recognize metamorphosis that had taken place in theiy volees, The 
real reactiow wag weasured by the fack that at the opening of the next 
souester ten worefupiis signed up with me for the coming term , 
all of them fvon ether volee studios in the buliding, This would have 
been oubarrasging to me had 14 net been the way they payee the | eens 


with their set tp, 
fe & grand finale te this boaabful account I must add 


that for the ex of thet years work 1 bived Chickering Hell, a very 
classy little msie hall in the dom town district of Le A and pub on a 


dogen pupils in reelte; to a very good hotse and good paper notices, 
thie aet se enraging my friend Wagner, upon hie return, that he 
searcely spoke to me again + the fact thet I had so departed from 


established precedures. 
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But to get back to the family again’ to cover various topics and events. 
Around Thanksgiving time Mary's mother arrived, as planned, to 
spend the winter with us, She was around seventy then, very active, 
and found California's winters a welcome change from Minnesota and Mich- 
igan, as indeed we all did when we had time to think about it. 
On week ends we tried te get out te the ocean, a straight drive down 
Wilkshire Avenue to Santa Monica, then up or down the coast, with stop 
orfs at interesting coves or beaches. I reeakh that for the reeord the 
youngsters all went in swimming in thecocean-on’ New Years ‘day. One trip 
took us north te Santa Barbara fifty miles up and another South to San 
Diego and a bit further to Mexico at Tijuamna, a more notorious than 


famous resort. 
On December sixth we received an early morning telegram * 


telling us that the main building on the campus at Mt, Pleasant, burned 

to the ground that night, but that our houses across the street were safe 
tho they had had to keep some men students on the roof of each to combat 
the falling of sizeable buaning sticks and embers. As this building 
housed the musie department all of the music books, orchestral instruments 


andipianes were lost 
Sometime in the mid year, Hareld gave us a few days 


of great anxiety with a complete adomlnable stopage, calling for an 
immediate ‘exploratory operation at the hospital, the very name of which 
heightened our eause for worry. The operation proved that the trouble -- 
was ‘adhesions', the result from another recent operation he had had 
for appendicitis. with the trouble removed, he made a quick recovery 
and never had any adverse reactions from this operation. 
Later on that Spring, Hime and Theresa and Alton dreve down from Oregen 
and the meeting was a real event for all of us as we had not seen each 
other for seventeen years . It was a real shock to me to see Hime ale 
most completely bald- difficult at first for me to make him look even 
familiar 
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We had a grand get-to-gether with all of the local relatives « 

pienies out at the beach and up in the mountains above Frank and Anna's 

When Hime left to go back the five hiindred miles to Oregon, we did 
not know that they would be back to Iowa within a: year or two. Recalling 
the various pienics and side trips reminds me, and the phetes show it, 
that Father was there teo, He must have come down after quite a long 
stay with Hime, some little time before this gathering and "there by 


hangs a tale". , 
Somewhere back in the interim of two or three years, Aunt 


Jenny had died and, with the tacit or more likely legally documented 
agreement between them -share and share alike, the surviver take all, - 
father had something over 85,000.00 in hard cash in the bank back in 
Syracuse and, as Hime indicated to me, it was burning his pockets, Hime 
had also said that he thought father was definitely senile and unfit to 
‘handle money. But as he was always secretive about his deings, I 
thought nothing ef his leng walks about tewn and getting back for dinner 
any time in the afternoon. But when strengers’ began driving up to the 
house to"take him for a ride! I began to be susplelous that this might 

be literally true. By @ Long precess ef fpumping' him about these rides 
I found that these men were showing him some "choice real eatate héldings*®* 
My real awakening te the fact that father was absolutely senile eame when 
I persuaded him to let me see some of his bills of sale given him by 
these, someof Los Angeles' notorious ‘land sharks! All he had was a 
sheet of paper with penciled words "Received of J. Powers $500.00 signed 
Joe Smith ,no mention of what it was for nor any address, In ome case 

I found that hehad just pald some ‘crook! $1500, 00 after banking hourse 
om a eertain bank's counter eheek,. I got up early next morning to get to 
this bank peforethe doors were opened to stop payment while I would try 

to get 'power of attorney! but by thetime I 
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reached a paying tellers window thle man had cashed bis sheek and 
left post haste. Father ore was 80 sure that hie drrestmonts 
would being him a fortune that I had a hard time te get him on a Ni sis 
nis eholee instead of a train - te get him safely out of the*land of 
opportunity" ~ aheag of our departure, headed for Mary't for the tine 


being. 
As President Wayriner was anxious that t get back tea 


Central for the opening of the summer school, we began planning on 
the earliest date we dould manege to get away after my Commenecment 
exercises ~ I wanted my diplema and degree right in my hand before 
leaving) As it worked out we could leave three days earlier if we 
we dié not wait for Qudley'a graduation exercises, whieh it seemed 2 
heartless thing to do after his Fins eacord there, Tub be argued that 
three days would get us half way home and that he had mo strong 


Upear O1d Alma Vater" feeling after only nine months in sehool here 


and thet they would send bia diploma to hin o¢ possibly give it to kia 
when he saw them about bhe matte woich latter they did. 
alt page Galseion 


fo keep pages in order we leave this blank 


Page 135 

Dorotha. Had returned from New York in early May and, with a very good 
repertoire worked up during the season with Auer,it seemed to be an 
appropriate time to have her give a local recital - a. motivation for 
her to keep in form- so I arranged for.a recital in Chickering Hall, 
the ong IT used for pupils earlier, with her mother at the pianos 
This. kept them pretty busy getting adjusted to the "duo form" of work 
agaim but ine program, with some very good pre announcements in the 
paper, went off fine with aa very appreciative audience and good 
reviews in thdépaperse 

With our year's work and the final scbedules all out of the way, 
we gave our complete attention to details ofour departure and, with 
good byes to our California friends and relatives attended to, and 
Mary's mother well. on her way to spend the summer with the Dudley 
Brainards in Minnesota, we made an early get-away and, with our faces 
once turned toward Michigan, our thoughts likewise transferred to thw 
year ahead there, with California a very pleasant Memory. 

For variety in the secanic spots en route back, we took a more 
northerly course and, for a lucky start, found the Mohave desert that 
day mostly cloudy and wholy confortable. We reached Las Vegas, Nevada 
the first night and an air cooled motel sounded so good that we took one 
instead of our tent and with no packing or unpacking, were wble to get 
an early start to see Boulder Dam(now Hoover) for an unhurried visit 
and yet with es for us to reach Zion National Park that tate 
afternoon where we set up tent in the most scenic spot we had found on 
our way out and back to date. A&A little geographical quirk gave us a 
eonversational bit - we crossed the state of Arizona in a very few min-_ 
utes with a ten mile streteh cutting off the north west corner of the 


states Zion National itself is one of the most strichingly Beautiful 


spots that we saw anywhere. At the ground level on which we entered 
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the 'gap' is a small stream with even, grassy banks Ab a ob Radek apa k 
while all around cliffs of varied red stone rise, as straight up as tall 
buildings for several thousand feet, making anyone gazing up tbward the 
top feel very small and inconsequential. We set up our tent a little 
ways out from the towering cliffs near a ‘normal sized’ tree and on the 
banks. of this reece bor ges lessen somewhat our 'dwarfed feeling. 

Most of our ride next day thru Utah was as colorful but not so 
overwhelming in majestic heights and the area approaching Salt Lake 
eity was quite a let down with the great Salt Lake flats. Hwever, at 
this time the Lake itself was still at its normal past while now its 
diminishing water depth hag moved its shore line so far out that it is 
no longer interesting to tourists Then: you. couldwade right into the wi: 
wat-er from the near by dock and it offered an aveteine experience to t 
the wuninitiat ad. You just Waded gut to knee depth or waist depth 
sat down in the water which held you up with head and shoulders and 
knees out of the water. If you wanted to move,.about you just paddled 
with your hand and it was net easy to set vous feet down to the bottom 
when you wanted to walk out. We bad quite a hilarious time there for 


an hour or twos 
Our road on East lay thru southern Wyoming, then down 


into Nebraska. to follow the North Platte River to Omaha and from there 
on an uneventful not too interesting ride to Mt. Pleasant, - a quick way 
of disposing of several dull days. At home, our house which had been 
rented to Ted Benford, the new slano man of the faculty, was cleaned and 
vacated for our srrival. I think our reactions to getting: back home 
after a year's absence was that of most folks+ just a hurried running 
about the place térefresh our memories as to even inconsequential items 
that had slipped our minds, like a small child finding an old doll that 


had been forgotten ~ and finally to drop down in an old chair with a 


feeling of satisfaction of "staying put" for a while « 
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The view from our front door was not really inspirbng with all 
of the debris usually attendent to the initial stakes of a rising new 
structure. With the walls just Asari ne above the surface of piles 
of dirt, it was to Bake. two years before we could actually be able to 
move in, but each juncture in the process roused our anticipation of tha 
day. In the meantime we were finding the several temporary buildings 
which came to be refefred to as the "sheep sheds" quite adequate for 


classroom use, tho not things of syeveheinie 


EF beauty, but the fire 
had taken everything like planos, phonographs and books which had to be 
replaced and put into immediate use. 

At hone, with the. family all together and not in sehool for 
the summer, they all pitheed into self imposed working schedules in 
string quartet repertoire, which subject needs bringing up to date a 
bLt » For saveral years: back while Dorothna had been studying with 
Roder iek white of Grand Rapids and with Lacy Coe summersm shéhad 
passed on to Harold the results of her work. and he had developed into 
a very smooth young Fiddler by this summer een he was twelve. His was 
one of those rare cases where a beginning young violinist seems to 
evade that painful period of playing off piteh and with a scfatchy 
tones One occasion typifies the nature and kind of musie that he 
played from the first, When he was eight and in the third grade, his 
teacher, Mame Smith, who had heard him play somewhere asked him to 
play for his grade and the first and secong grades as guests, for this 
two of his pet numbers were Drdla'ts"Souvenir" and "The Scarf Dance! 
by Chaminade, both writte for and played by adults. By thig time 
Dorotha, Dudley and Harold had been playing Trios, with their mother at 
the piano, in such places as the Owosse high school, Saginaw Intermed- 
jate school and other near by towns. Tn thigearly ensemble playing 


they had a big advantage over most groups in being one family with 


+P Bother 
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their mothersavallable as pianist fer both ensemble and individual © 
sole work, and most of all, available for "on call" duty for short 
passages just worked out in rehearsal . This situation continued 
te be a factor when they evolved inte a string quartet by adding viola 
to their instrumentation, thereby epening up a vast field in musieal 
composition, of ranking importance in all musie literature. « « escsees 

At this juncture we shall again step aside from the even flow of 
unhurried practice, to consider a new departure that comes into the 
picture. I had obtained guite complete infermation on the much 
publicised Jullliard Foundation in Music just established in New York/ 
& movement backed by a thirteen Million dollar grant for scholarships 
in all branches of musical performance, to be awarded thru auditions te 
talented students, and, as Dudley was two years ahead for entering 
college, it seemed like a geod time and way to use those years for study 
if he could make the grade in the auditions. 

I wrote in for particulars as to place and date for the audition 

and received immediate reply with registration sheets . It was set 
for late summer and Dudley and I drove thru in time to find our way 
around and a place for him to twarm up' on his instrument prior to 
audition, No one, of course, was allowed to sit in on the hearings and 
ne comments were given outiuatil the formal decisions were announced 
by the judges. But somehow that afternoon after the celles had been 


heard, there was visiting in the lobby about 
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the eello tryouts and ee ees withwhom I was chatting who seemed to 


know his way around eommented that probably the cellist who won 
would doubtless become a pupil of Wilikie, a German. Now the German 
school of cello playing used a ponderous style or teehnie better 
adapted to the bass viol than the cello and T had been particularly 
for Dudley, if he won out, to study with Felix Salmond, a very well and 
favorably known cellist with the facilegechnite of the Italian school, 
As Dudley and I were leaving for home on the next day, I was Very 
anxious to meet and talk with Salmond. ‘fhru someone around the 
cauilliard headquarters I was able to get the unlisted telephone number 
of Salmond and was luuky to get in touch with him at onee. To my 
great relief he was very pleasant over the phone and said he would be 
glad to talk with me. It was only a ten minute walk and he met at the 
door of his apartment himself. . "So"*, he said, "You are Dudley Powers! 
father?" This I admitted and then went on to say that if Dudley 
should win the scholarship, I was most hopeful that he might study with 
him rather than any other cellist. He came foun with a gquiek answer 
that releived my concern. "Oh, but Mr, Powers" he said, "I am sure tha: 
Dudley has won a& scholarship." and he went on with almost a sheepish 
grin, "You see, I sneaked into the auditions and, as no one told me I 
had to get out, I heard Dudley play. Dudley does not play the cello 
very well right now but" and he leaned over toward me to euphasize his 
words, "the boy is a genius™ and T have arranged for him to study with 
me ¢' With this advance assurance of the desiregoutcome we were 
able to wire the good news back home to the folks waiting to hear. 
The next morning, after getting the official announcement from the 
head office at Juilliard, Dudley and I left for home in a gubilant 
frame of mind. Purther details revealed that all instruction fees 


were paid by this wealthy Foundation, a weekly lesson with Salmond, who 
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received from the Foundation, forty dollars per lesson. Many class 
reom lessons were also offered and required of all students there, 
subjects like Theory, Harmony, History, Composition, Orchestration and 
conducting, plus a certain minimum of piano study. Wg might as well 
complete the total picture and say that Dudley received the same scholars 
ship for each of four successive years. 

One more aspect of the coming year for the two of them involved 
the question of living Quarters, Hor her second year with Auer, 
Dorotha, who was no longer to be with the Coes, had made arrangements 
with a girl friend, another violin student from the mid west. She was 
bringing her mother thru for the next year to be in an apartment with hei 
and there was an available room with them if Dorotha wanted, woich she 
dide With Dudley's entering the picture, Dorotha got in touch with 
the two and somehow arranged for her to get a one room larger apartment 
and have Dudley there also, This apartm,nt, finally taken was up on 
Morningside Drive near Columbia University, an area more like a medium 
sized city than in down town 42nd Street. This arrangement proved very 
satisfactory except perhaps for the fact that the three ambitious 
students needing many hours of indivual practice per day, confined the %! 
theese each pretty close to his room, but the compensating aspect was a 
feeling of family life with relaxation and visiting at least around 


mealtimes and odd moments of needed rest. 
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There are so many angles and facets. to the evolving of the — 


family gtoup into a string quartet that any attempt at accuracy as to 
dates and beginnings wouldbe futile. Sometime back, when the Trto 
were giving programs, the threee were jokingly prodding Art, urging him 
to hurry wp and get big enough to hold a viola, which instrument 

ealis for a considerably lenger arm reach to hold and play than the 
violin, So that summer that has just been under discussion , with 
Derotha!s help, we tried out a number of violas, sent us from Chicago 
for testing as to tone quality, ease ofplaying and looks, we picked a 
very good instrument and Art was on his arduous task of learning to 

play it. It was a terrific handicap that he started out with. 

the others. having had daveent years of playing, but the challenge of. a 
new and distinctly different instrument from the others, was a dare to. 
Art that he could not turn down. Anyway, that summer with Dorotha 
giving him the basic fingerings and bowings, and with his mother at the 
piano te# to back up his melodic phrases with a harmonic background, 
Art was playing with a. full tone and free bowing style, simple meledies 
and melodic excerpts from the viola parts of the Quartet literature. 

On occasions the four would pick out phrases from the Dvorak String 
quartet or the Tschalikowsky Andante Cantabile to break in the new violist 
to the "feel" of quartet playing. With this tmotivated' start and 
with Harold and Art the only ones of the group at home the following 
mid year to call upon their mother for help at the piano with numbers 
they were working on, they took a liesurely pace in practicing their part 
in quartet numbers. With this long explanation as to how the quartet 
got its start, I shall leave the matter of its development into a fine 
playing organization to be demonstrated in its several simmers of 


eonecertiging thru a dozen states of the mid west. 


Page 142 
Fhe, String Quartet Days 


1926 - 1930 
This. span of Four years covered both the period that Dopotha 
and Dudley were studyingLa New York. and the Quartet's brief but active 
years fron its inception to its culmination. <A New York's year of study 
usually meamt. but a little more than seven months, dictated more or less 
by the opening and closing of the symphony and opera seasons. Phis left 
the two a ew York free to be heme from mid May to October,giving 
them a full two months for preparing, even to memorizing, their 
programs for the summer months. 
The Summer Sessions Idea 
The summer sessions for Normal Schools, now mostly advanced. im: 
scope to State Teachers Golleges, was a field in which I was very 
familiar. The movement was a relatively new development, having started 
more as a refresher course for teachers, and had evolved inte a MLL 
fledged. term of work, covering nearly the aetiee ranga of courses 
offered during the year. | But little attention had yet been given to 
campus life activities for the summer, comparable to the mid year 
sessions, and summer school directors were just waking up to thefidea 
that something must be done in the way of entertainment for the fast 
growing enrollments for the summers. 
Thus the scene was all set for mato step into the picture 
with an of taritie that was in many ways unique as to interest appeal 
and for a fee adaptable to the summer budgets. E got out some 
attractive literature on the quartet, with photos of them in action, 
with sample programs, including solo numbers. Thetwo: contacts with 
New York and the two distinguished teachers lent a real prestigéto the 
total ap tactisevedes This, with a carefully phrased letter on my part, 


introducing a rather new type of offering in the concert fivld, and . 


rege U3 


enming as i¢ did fron thy, heed of ao mucle departuent in a well known 
giater goheol, rather than from a purely commercial meagement, it 


got lonetiate altention from directors of summer schools « practically 


resnormge » 611 interested anil many asking for possible detes for 
thelr schools. T hel memed (150.00 os a standard price for e concert 
and, areduetian be G100,00 where bwe sehoocle tn Close proximity eonld 

tise anh adternoon and an evening concert reepeetively ~ tyyieal eases thy 
that uged thie plan were Superior Ulsconsin and Deluth, Minnedeta, only 
Hen miles apart ab Winona, Vinnesota ami La Gresdim Wiseendin, fifty 
miies aparte Ls took quite a biG of adfusting on my pert to get euch 


scheduled settled bat we came oul with closely Pitecd routings with 


few if any completely ‘pen? daye exeept os gourse, Gabtrday and Sumdys 


ao give some idea of the geographical seepe of our iiinereray I wilh 
ae 


Last gone ofour ghami by repeaters! ALMCLS, DERBLb, Bepervil les 


pories, Iau Claire, Bblyver Falla. 


Wise@ongin, Milwaukee, Le Urosac, 
stevens Polat, Whitewster, Fleavhesavilie, Hhnnegeta, 50. ‘Cloud 5 


Wuluth, bemidsis forth 1 Dakeato, Valley oity, 


bad 


MONG, Payvillle, picuineom, Tale 2a sea bo show our tleht schedule 
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a day, I payed each member of the quartet (sh 
the ¢rose per concert. In oer panne: t year we gra@eeed Jueh over 92,000.00 
f ve 


im @losing this rather factual accound of the quartet's four years 


ef summer vertising, I should mention ene feature, unique in the fiel: 
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oy 


ef engemble playing , ond whieh greatly enhanced thele audiens 


PO MOMS» Ghusrem BULOR she barrler 


between them aml the audienee « racks and muste no Lotger shareing a #4. 


pigee of protinetice on the stage and seatingly the ehief attention of 
thgplayers Init, @8 in bbe cage of ali of the many Loosely naa yes 
eplecdes whieh eonetloute the ‘whale ‘ in thie Length henizig WER, Lb Sec: 


seems tin 
ne €9 move on te the next chapter 


Prefessional Debut Page it 
Mid spring of 1930 brought to 4 head the necessity of makling 
eertain decisions in regard to the two in New York, who were each 
eoupleting Tour years of study there - Dudley's fourth year under & 
scholarship at Tuiliard Foundation would be coming to a ¢lese in May 
and Doretha's fourth year with Aure came to a eLoge several weeks 
earlier then planned when it was announced that Auer, due te failing 
health, he was then in hig eighties, wouldretire from all teaching 


the first ef May. . 
he Plest move was of course was bo drive theu te 


Wew York to bring Dorotha home and with her, her friend Hannah Spencer, 
another violinist who was alse working with Auer thru Dorothats contacts 
with Lacy Coe, Her home wag in Alma and she later that year came te 
teach vielin in my department at Central. 

To test out the situation in the field ef eoncert work in 
eellbst whileright there in New York, I arranged for an audition for 
Imdiley with the Judsen Management - the sanie Judson that some twenty 
year later became Dorotha's manager. He personally heard Dudley 
play andar hbebaekgremiet and, whilequite laudatory as to Dudley's 
playing, was not eneouraging about the oublook for a eoneert eellist 
and atrengly advised his getting into one of the symphonies as a steady 
'iob’ with oceasional eoneert appearances as a second field of work. 
While this seemed at first. rather discouraging, it was honest and to 
the point and I am sure that Dudley today, after leng experience in 
both fields, would say that 15 was sage adviee, 

I bad paid up Dudley's beard and reoa for the short palanes 
of the year and the two girls and Mary were preuty well set for the 
aar trip back home, when Dudley came to a quick decigien that the 
thing for him te de was to go back with us now and thus avold emother 
separate trip fer him in a matter of weeks, wlth whieh we a1] agreed 


Onee we had taken time te think things theu 
: hamde 5 5: £ few 
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mae aad with Sz 


end summer before us, the ble question 


seemed to be Where do we go from hearer and 12 was aeresd thet 


gone definite follaweup of the New York eEperlenea should eone new 
rather than in the Pall and our ateentien turned te Chieage ag a 


LOGRLG. 


iq Ghiesga had been guslesliy famous ehtefly thre its 


great Qeehestra, with ite tomer, odere Thoma end his @uecesser, 
Prederick Steck, the only somiucters te date, The founding of Wad 
Gul CBG in the sarly twenties, with thele eeswitems far flung euplires 
Peaching out to embyace @11. forma ef westent perfermanee Chien ao 

say iteel? beqoming the a1] sreund musie center of everything vest 

of the Alleghenies and reacted 


Gompany ceased to rely on 


and introedueed new ami - i ObueP gourivies for theirs 
Smerican debut, a¢ in the ease of Galliecoreel. Simultaneously there 
suerged & number ef reepenelible guste managements y abing a8 agente 
for tuplring ag well a8 established masie artlete im @11 Melds of 
musleal performance. within thde lethee EPoup Were geveral wancgers 
whe valher spe¢laliged in arranging for dabut Seqitels in gene of the 
Severai Bealtal Hells. taking «ere ef all of the getetis. 

of advance advertising, seeuring the hall and helo in seduring accents 
panlete where needed and last invk aot leagt, secing thet Ehere wer, 
gone Tecwler imugte ewities? presenting the various papers present at 


the veeltels. : 
i wrote to time such mumagement te make an aovolniment 


ag 


for an interview regurding two contemplated vrecitadis and after a dete 
for sugh @ meeting wag scheduled, Dorothea and Dudley dreve with me te 
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J. WiGe the Gema Hraghberger Mine getiant, APuer & very 


avifying diseuselen ef the st Wiation, evering the many 


and aspects of the whale propogition, we gigned uw for the two 
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One more arrangement was attended to before we left for home 

after the second recital ~ an agreement with a well known artist 
management, Harry Culbertson, to take on the two for concert dates 
for the coming season, I had eome to know him quite well as an active 
_'go getter' in his fields, thru our College's'Artists Course! and we 
had used many ef his artists over the! last ten, years. 

So with Dudley's 'Toe hold' on a musical start at the Columbia 
School and with a reasonably hopeful forward leok as to the possibilities 
of occasional playing dates for both, we decided that the two should 
take an apartment in a 'tyet toe be! selected area, for the coming year. 

With all of this settled in our minds, we headed back for Mt, 
Pleasant and some final rehearsals on theprogram numbers of the Quartet 
in what was to be thelr last summer of concerts, now that Dudley and 
Dorotha were to be involved in other activities. . . .o «oe « ee 

For the sake of continuity, I will pass on to the Fall 

session in Chieage, With very few drawn up plans of action, Degotha 
and Dudley and I made a trip down primarily te find a suitable pigs to 
live -some:taskwith -nonecofussknowing the eity at all outside the loop. 
Here again some kind fairy must have helped steer us around, for, before 
night we had found something thas seemed to be in the: taht partoof-town 
on the North side - by n&me St. James' Place a few blocks in from the 
outer drive, which proved to be most acceptable as to location, status 
and price. While Dorotha began to have enough playing dates to keep, 
her interested, Dudley seemed to have a whole chain of interlocking 
opportunities fall his way in a field practically dominated by men. 

First, Geprge Dasch, Founder and Director of the "Chieago Little 
Symphony", a highly selective group of players, sixteen in number, was 


in immediate mead of a cellist. How the eontact 
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was made I do not know, but Mr. Dasch heard Dudley pley and put him 
in his'Chicago Little Symphony' as one of his two cellists. it 

was a-fortunate contact for Dudley, as George Pasth's<musieal” 
activities and contacts were of a wide range. It was only a 
matter of weeks before he, then conductor of the Northwestern Univer- 
sity, Orchestra, went to see the head of the Sehocl of Music there 
andurged him to act at ence to get this new andpromising cellist to 
take over the cello work at the University. His recommendation’ 

must navecarried weight for it drwe quick action and Dudley was 
offered to post that he still holds as TI write this, Thus within 
his first year at Chicago, Dudley at nineteen found himself in a 
distinctive teaching pest at a widely known University and a member 
of a favorably known playing group. .« « « e ea little later I will 
mention another contribution that George Dasch made to Dudley's 

life as a whole, But to continue on this general topic rather than 
wait for its chronological development - this concerning Dudley's 
joining the Chieago Symphony Orchestra. After two years of teaching 
and playing, he decided to 'beard the Lien in his den' and made an 
appointment for an audition with Frederick Steck, with the view of 
his entering the Symphony. Pro general “hear say" on my part, it 
would seem that after the hearing and an informal chat chat about 
Dudley's experience and background, Stock reportedly asked in effect, 
"How come that you have beau two years in Chicago without seeing me?" 
i do not know how Dudley got around explaining this 'faus Pas! ob his 
part, but he became then and there a member of the orchestra that was 
to demand his main attention for the next twenty years, I do reeall 
thathisbeing the newes member among the ten cellists, he took his 
alloted tenth chair back, but before the year was over, by some "hop 
leap and jump" systen of promotion he was in the second chair where 


he remained until he became principal cellist some ten vears later 
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heal, wlth e better than 


aVerage growth bat with no signe oe yet of "“geowkh explosions” that 


bpawllder officials toda. were Working Slowly woweswd - 


ming had veadhed 94,000.00 plas the velew teadhing whigh ab thet inime 
Was paid directly to we, 108 & take home pay, approximabely $1,000.00 


“aie L929 saw hhe sewriry suddenly plunged inte the ‘areas 


gepresgion! with banka glogine ani big business going imate benkruntey 


sagank’ (elk 12¢Gle of ite effects 


uBtLL 2933, ven the Lesialeture ent our budget / fo gugh half’ of whet 


was Sucned ever to salaries to a 


Th, entire 


a diving wage for ell. Mine was gut from 7,009 
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‘we ali survived and 


got baek bo @ de@ent selary the nest year ond te the normal tetetue 


quot 


the following year, Im 19535 the Ghierge Worlde Beir opened for ite 
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first season and we ab home went down to it, partly however te sees 


the two famlig newberd y Dudley lneldentally wee malting bis “debol* with 


2B 


the Ghieage 


cy 


sony, whlen playe several evenings a week eb the Pair, 


pne feature af the fair whieh attragted 


ep ed 


$erest was @ wewiel bowtse bhoak 


ni we were all greably impressed with ite possiblidties for us 
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and in the Pall 7 went down te 


Bie bey oe Pn ne 3 4, EN EER = bein ite ety shy ee eee a: Rte ot en 3 ct ee ae ay GP daha, 2h adeon 3% 
the Sears offiee headquarters in Ghichee to gak all of the details 


brought back a aumplete set of plans. Our interest in 


the whole scheme Inarease S mother offered te bay the 


hundged foot Lot next bo ours on the south, the finest setting of any 


spot in the area, This new ¢ nossession seb us @ 
un thép lace and envisioning just the right epet for the potenbial 
house and by the time Spring had come with ite urgenk call fe ous 
life we had pretty well settled on bullding, ab whieh jumoture, Mary's 
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-esgue and aga: 


bet 
Foo 
ia 


n offered toe give Mary practically half of the teobal 


(Bey Eryn he in oe one afin % abet “ . eg bey hy aE , o yok 
eatimsted eos of GARE» asf She gaid, Leave i+ te 


neo offinanegal solveney, the plans 
with many additions and alterations were ready fer action and 1 en- 
gaged two garpenters whow I had known pecsenally for @ leng time, 


ome AS the man in ¢haree bub both working by the hour withows a 


special contractor, an arrangement Ghat might have been bazsardous 
had T not saewn the wen so well. the lumber and miterlels down te 
the last nell, all came from Sears, ready out and adjusted to our 
alterations. fo make a long stery short, with an Oeteber first 
start, the house was ready to move inte by mid January 1934 and with its 
peaubiful woods setting plas ygome effective landcaping, made quite a 
show plage for the towm. It was a "stagger house” style with foue 
with a Dreemeway and a twenty foot cdeublegarage on one end, 
i 


= 
Bt, 


th a sunveen on the other end, ih steod eighty feet in length 


foot lot. Again I quote a faw Tigures as te cost juss 


by means of comparisons with today's enst of building. 


“A 


the last monbhe of the depression. The head 
got eighty cengs an hour and the other sixty cents, and both worked 


happily and industriously te get it. The total costs of materials 
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and building. was $7,000,006. After Living in this house for 
fourteen years, we sold it to the state for $22,000.00 just as I was - 


apout to retire 
While @orotha and Dudley nad left home excent for 


occasional visits, and Harold graduated a year and a half after we moved. 
in, Arthur and Lucile were still with us for several years and Mary's 
mother until her death in 1944, - Altogether, probably because of its 
recency, most of the family still. think of this house as the center of 
most of the family life in Mt. Pleasant, altho we lived in the red 
shingled bungalow and this one each for fourteen Yearse 

. The college now was enjoying good growth and a very 
good reputation scholastically throughout the state and country in 
general under President Warriner's twenty years of service at its head. 
However in 1939 he reached ni fretirenent age and Dr. Charles L. Anspech 


took over the presidency in what proved to be another epoch in the 


HE FAMILY WEDDINGS 


resented pattern AMT EE be SA 


This seems to be the best time and the only feasible approach 
to cover these very important events, - to chronicle the occasions 
in the order of their occurrence, ae attempt at getting the 
various couples launched into more than a beginning of their chosen fiel: 
of work e 

A good many pages back I mentioned that George Dasen had 

still another contribution to makes to Dudley's progress, this one not 
basiely musicale On onépt our visits to Chicago while Dorotna and | 
Dudley were living at the St. James Place(or was it Division?) 
Dorotha intimated to us, on the side, that things seemed to be getting 


quite serious with Dudley and Dorothy Daseh whom héhad met at the Dasch 


home during a series of quartet rehearsals and, sure snough, as if to 


pty, 
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verify this prognostication, a little hater in the evening, Dudley 
dropped in with a vivacious young lady whom he wanted us to meet. 
While nothing but a "get acauainted" conversation ensued, it left us 
with a confident feeling that here was just the right kind of a per- 
sonality for Dudley. Once the big decision was made on their part 
things moved fast and a mid May date was made fir the wedding. 
in theinterim we had several chances to meet with Dorothy's family, 
her father, mother andsister Hlizabeth - EQUE by niekname, @ group 
with whom we were to enjoy many mutually happy associations later on, 
The wedding itself was at a very pretty Chapel on Chicago's 
South Side, followed by an elaborate dinner with a. private set-up for 
such occasions in that immediate vicinity, All of the immediate 
members of both families plus a few very special friends or relatives 
to make around twenty in all at both functionse 
When all of the ceremonies were over and the good by's all 
said, the bride and groom in their car ready tb start and we of Mt. 
Pleasant leaving for home directly for—home from there, the two cars 
followed alongtogether until they struck route 41 south, where they 
turned, headed for the Great Smokey Mountains and we, waving then 
good by again, headed for home to Michigan. 
Wedding number Two came as no surprise to any one as 
Harold and Eva Mae Garber had been 'going together! all thru high 
school and eollege and with college graduation over for both of them 
and with Harold signed up for ateaching position at Centerville, 
this wedding was obviously the next ceremonial event on the calendar 
and July fifth was the seleeted date, It was set for Eva Mae's home 
about two miles south from town and the Reverend Hawkins of the. 


Presbyterian Chueh officiated. EveMae's sister, Lucille, was 
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bridesmaid, and Arthur was Harold's 'best mant The ceremony itself was 
inside the house but the dinner and the generally 'gala' events were 
put on the lawn. Harold had owned a Plymouth eoupe for some time 
andthey were taking a trip as far east as Maine, with various focal 
poihts of interest as Liesurely stop overs. Without rushing the events 
ef the day, they were able te get a mid afternoon start Both of these 
weddings were in 1935, Apparently I cam never commit myself to a 
ddelared topic- weddings this time - without having to digress in favor 
of some happenings of the moment, as the TV announcers would say, 
"We.wiLl interrupt othisi program for a late bulletin just in" . 
Qn this May 23, 1965 weekend, Dorothy and Dudley with Nita and Apt were 
up for what has become an annual Spring visit to the families here, for 
this oceasion the only time they could get away before leaving for the 
summer to Greeley, Colorado, where Dudley issto teach at the University 
there. Harold and Eva Mae were able to get dowga as was Mary Miller 
from Alma, Derotha and Pere we not ablete get her @. There was 
however, mo group awareness of nor pre planned program for a quite 
significant factor connected with this general date. It was the 
thirtieth anniversary for Dudley and Dorothy and Harold and Eva Mae, 
and Art and Maurine's twenty fifth. Harold, at this meeting 
eame up with some big news as a real surprise te all, when he announced 
thatthey had sold their big house up at Gladwin and bought @ new one in 
Midland. They had bought this big place baek in 1952 along with two 
farms on opposite sides of the road. and during all of the time Harold 
had commutted the seventy miles per day to work at Dew Chemicals. at 
Midland, Their new place, actually just completed by the ower, is a 
tri level (stagger construetion) is ideally loeated as to proximity to 


work and to schools for the pre high sehool students, 


jes 
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The thiftd and “last item of interest 1s alone the same line as the last. 
Beb and Tuctie have had 4 hotbse deal nending for all of a year and 
had about given up hepe for acceptable terms, financially, to them, 
Their place across the street from us Pinally sold, with a Little 
compromise on both sides, and they have bought this house out at 
Whitehills, which seemed perfect for their family needs and, ao eres 
they arein the midst of a gradual moving program, IT am not sure but 
that the real upheaval will be felt most by us with the immediate 
neighberhood picture completely changed. 

With this "off the main theme interruption" completed, I will 
get back to the topie of weddings. 

Shortly after Doretha began getting playing engagements under the 
Culbertson Management, it became clear that she needed a better 
violin, particularly after a series of bookings with "Salvi, the 
Hapist" ~- one at the Morning Musicals at the Biltmore, New York. 

We started Looking about casually at'fiddles' und one place was at 
Wurlitzers, where we met a young man who was headcéf the store = 
Arthur Percival by name but "Pere" to all who knew him well, and, 
thru quite a period of trying out various violins, he and Dorotha 
became quite well aequainted and mutuelly congenial. But net until 
Christmas when Dorotha was home for the holidays and a long distance 
(and long duration) phone call came to her saying that he, "pere" 

was in the Hospital with two broken legs from a fall down an iron 
stairway, did we realize that the 'muthal' interest was more than 
easual, After several months of confinement before he could get back 
to business, he found that his job had been taken over by a nephew of 
the Wurlitzers and he was without a job. After trying out various 
fields in salesmanship, Pere, Brooklyn born decided that the right 
kind of opportunities were more attainable in New York than Chicago, 


they 
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decided to get married there and move to New York, This they did, 
with just a few mutual friends at the ceremony, and phoned us that they 
would be up for a shert visit with us on theirway to New York, 

Acting on sueh short notice, we managed to work up quite a 
reception and a special dinner with suests among Dorothna's and our 
friends, which proved to be quite a gala affair. They Left ina 
couple of thelr’ sarthly-belongings: in) thecbrumk andoback seat of ay 
new Hudson car. AS in the case of the other weddings T shall leave 
them temporarily at this point. 

| Art was a Junior at Central when an auburn haired freshman 

girl from Bad Axe signed up as a music major by the name of Meurine 
“Todd. Around the mid Fall term, I recall, there was a group of musies 
students around the open door of my studio, visiting and chatting, 

when Art appeared and, on the side, asked me if Maurine Tedd had been 
there lately. it was decidedly. out of character for Art to be inguiring 
about any girl or I would not have noticed it, Iam sure, [I saw him 

a jJittle later in the hall with her. 

That Fall, before the smow came, a report came in late on a 
Friday -afternoon that there had been a car accident en the road te 
Bay City involving some Central students returning home for the weekend 
inéluding- Maurine Todd, who, I believe, was thrown from the rumble seat 
Art heard of the accident first and told me about it. He talked about 
driving te the scene but another report said that only one person was 
hurt and it was not Maurine. I report these incidents to show which 
way the wind was blowing in Art's direction. If my memory as to time 
is not off, Maurine was wearing his ring just before he graduated 
from Central in 1938. During the summer Art decided that, for the 
field of work he wanted to get inte, he needed a strong course in 
Business Administration, and he left for Michigan University for a -- 
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That coming Spring we, imeile, her wether and i planned for 

& wlelt te Wehington, Oe Ge Curing the Gwe weeke gpring vesation and 
Art cumeun WLTH Gae idea. bhat if he gould get @ slight extention te 

hig vacation, he and Maurine ceuld join us, whieh arrangement he + 

able to make andy with Maurine with ue, we pldked Art up at the nearest 
polnt of contact, Flings I helieve, ami the fbve ef ue hed a most enjoyst 


able tiue at the Hatdene eapitel city, the firet fer all of us. 


Compared with tts Dedlam teiay, Waghineton then wes a nice quiet eity. 
We g6% Yery gecd hotel secoomodations within @ Dleck er two froe the 
Capitel Sallding without any advance reservatlong- a kind of seite with 
i2Ving room and (wo bedroom at five dollars per person ser dey(1939) 
We dpovefresiy ai. over the elty and met no traffie congestions. we #¢ 
wore just in tine for the famed cherry blosgem display and we drove 
out to Nt. Vernon for the best part af a day t there. 

4t the end ef hie year at the U. of B. Art ratumned to Mt. 
Pleasant and the fivet opportunity that offered Lteelf for an epemlog 


job was one eb the Reehange gavings Sean. Altho the salary, ag in mest 
’ Bo a 2 


fee 


banks left sotething to be desired, the experience Be gained was ine 
valuable te hin future basiness, taurine was winding up her work 
for graduation at Central and if 1 renember vightly, their wedding 
invitations wergout almost Lumediately after the graduation exerelses 
with the date named for guly Ls at Bad Am®, 26 was a ehureh wedding 
with @ number Of the eloseet friemie of both 'prineipalat in ettendance 
offielaily ee as guests plus of course the family and relatives of 
both. idwing qgarters wore almost mil in ‘Wie Plessent ab thie 
time end T hed been rushing the work belng done on an apartment i bad 
been having bull’ over cur garage and it wae completed Just in time # 


for Art and Maurine ¢0 ateb inte . a neat sob completely furnished 


Paga 1§ y 
and equipped for modern livine. They lived her fre nearly a year 


when Art started work with the Dow Ghemieal co mpany at Midland, 


Following @long the line of my deelared topie, weddings, 


the DLfth and last wae the first to be under our auspices and at 

the house.. | lLuelle bad graduated fron dentral in 19%1, WLbh & 

m ajor in seeretarial work and hed taken a place with the Dows as 
secretary of one of the viee presidents. Harold and Arthur had be 
been wlth Dows for owo years ahead of her, “Pheu fvapenta ry 


ecouversational bite of conversations on some of thedy week end home 
visite, 1% seemed that some young fellow sennceted WIth Bows was 
taking her oul for rides ih a big ear and on one ef their week ends 
home they brought him along. His name was Bob Kirkpatrick and ! he 
seemed to 'fit in' to the group like a long time friend, Se, after 
wesk end mestings thru the winter and Spring, we were nob too Sure] 
prised to geLa post eard from Lucile with a post serip at the end 
saying, "By the way, Bob and I have agreed on & date for mid June,! 
" casual eertalnly bub informative snoug eh te start numerous activity 
programs af the house. 

The wedding itself on June 26, 1943, was at high neon with 
the Rev. Hoy Hamilton of Almacollege faculty and a frequent member of 
our gummgr Paeulty, offlelating . We stiil had the Baldwin Organ 


at the house which was usued fer the March and ineldental music, and 


eh 


Arlene Kruge, @ graduating musie student with a beautiful vYolee sang 
Uwo appropriate songs. Host of the family and relatives of the two 
principals were present and we met Bob's famil ¥ for the frat time. 
With the buffet luncheon following | the ceremonies, the 
formalities of the day were pretty well ober before the heat of the 
day that proved to be the hottest of the season boredewn on us so 


that we all eould relax and tz ry te keep eool as the bride ami groom 
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left by ca¥ for Crystal Lake. Thus with the five weddings at 
least factually covered and with the five "in laws" briefly 
introduced, I shall leave the eventful years to come in each 

of these families for some heroic volunteer of each group to record 
in full details, «2 +» « « eccesses 

With the war coming to an abrupt close in the Japanese 
sector after Hiroshema in 1945 and the ensuing gradual crumbling 
of the Hitler debacle in Europe alittle later, a natural national 
exuberance swept the country. This was reflected in the educational 
field by a rush ofstudents back to school and the resultant rapid 
expansion of curriculum offerings in the schools. 

At Central, my department felt this growth of the-.school 
with larger classes and added courses . I began te feel the 
pressure, with no apparent way of lessening the amount of work, and 
by 1947 I began to look into the retirement proposition, with some | 
definite idea as to its feasibility for me in the near future. We - 
talked over the details frequently at home and it began to look 
like a safe venture. I scld the two houses across the tbhreet 
that were rented to faculty members to the renters ~ each for 
$7,500.00 and put it into U. §. Savings ponds temporarily. Then 
one day I walked into Dr. Anspach's office and told him that I had 
decided to retire that summer of 1948. He asked me how old I was 
and when I told him 66, he said,"Powers, you're smart. I'm going to 
do the same thing = quite before you have toe He lived up to his 
word and quit when he was 64. Mine was a difficult decision to the 
make for I had been getting $6,000.00 salary from the state for the 
last three years. Onee the decision had been made and acted upon, 


the question uppermost in our minds was where to live. 
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By mutual agreement we settled, negatively at least, on Not living 
right across from my former place of work ~ not even to stay in 
Mt, Pleasant. At the close of that summer term, with no definite 
decision made as to "where " to live, we decided to take a trip to | 
Stockbridge for a visit at Dorotha's while we weremaking up our minds 
When the topic came up for discussion after we had arrived, 
Dorothea and Pere had at least an alternate proposal te offer. They 
were expanding their dairy and other farm projects and had a young 
Italian couple living in the farmer's house on the place, te do the 
regular work. while they, Dorotha and Pere wouldtry to get out 
each week end from New York te check on things in general, there ~ 
would be many spells in winter when on account of weather they 
gould not make it, and their suggestion was that we come out there:o 
“to Live thru the winter and spring and over see eperations. 
The-proposition had its points of appeal, affording us a clean break 
frem both location and type of activity ana interests, with ample 
time to think things thru as to a permanent location, We finally 
agreed to give it a try, and made the return trip to Michigan - to 
Mt. Pleasant to see about renting our house furnished for the season 
and to Bast Lansing to look the town over further as to a place to 
locate.’ Before we left for the trip back east again, both families 
had purchased homes in the near down town area. Art and Bob, as a 
newly formed Launderwell Corporation, had a franchise with the 
State College (MSU later) to furnish coin operated laundry equipment 
to install it and operate it andto keep pace with the College's 
rapid growth needs. After looking the town over with them, we 
assured them and ourselves, that our winter back at Stockbridge 


for this new venture, was atemporary one only. 
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We were more or less at home in the big house here as we had 

‘ yisited Doretha and Pere for three preceding summers, and so 
onee enseonced in the five bed room, five bath room house, we had a 
certain feeling of permanency, even when the family, with Kingsland 
seven and Thornton four together with Mary Weber, the house keeper "par 
excellence" all left for New York eity. The:house itself was at the end 
of andthe goal of a hair pin curved driveway on a fairly high prominence 
but by ne means the-top of the small mountains surrounding it. On the 
way down there was a four car garage with leveled erushedustonesareas “cr 
for parking, then down a bit the furnished guest house, further down the 
Farmer's house and last the pair oftbarns, and the gateway, beyond which 
a halfmile of semi private road ended at the main high way No, 7 

There was no such thing as traffic on this private road 

axcept that of those approaching the place on business or an occasional 


visitor a 
When I say that the town of Stockbridge is unique, I mean 


unique in itsliteral sense. There may be towns in New England that strive 
to maintain the status quo of their remote pasts but Stockbridge is The 
hundred per center. The only building that got by the city fathers 
permissive vote-with any semblance of modern appearance was a new plain 
rick post office on a side street. Oneneffitsseldest and largest 
buildings in the once famous "Red Lion Inn" where New Yorkers of the 
gay nineties came with bags and baggage to spend the entire summer. 
But it is a pretty Little: town and locks just as it did a hundred years 
-ago, Store keepers are reservedly polite and areal ‘native! is as 
garrulous as Cal Coolidge was. The: Setting for the big house and its 
n ine acres of lawns is in the very heart of the Berkshires, with 


Catamount Mountain with its white rocky cliffs standing out in its 


setting of green, visible from the up stairs windows. 
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Tn no sense did I try to assume the role of the 'gentleman farmer! 
Rather I acted (and often) as trouble shooter for the young Italian 
farm hand whose background in farming was more scant than mine even 
and whose English was very difficult for meto interpret. 

The nights in Fall and winter were unduly long as the sun 
went down behind those mountains about three o'clock in the afternoon 
and darkness followed very Soon. 

we were not exactly aloneon the place for, living in the guest 
house, was a Polish writer, a war 'escapee' and his wife, to whom 
Pere had granted temporary asylum . He was engaged in writing a new 
"Life of Chopin" based on a lot of newly discovered documentary data 
It was his first experience in writing tdirectly! in English ~ not 
writing in the native tongue and then translating it ~ and he would 
occasionally run up to the house with a newly finished chapter for 
me to read to see if 1 thought any of his English idioms were lucid 
and not stilted. Like most foreigners writing in English, his was 
quite impeccable, grammatically correct and elearly expressed. 
This book, when finished a little later was published by Schuster's 
of New York and rated high among biographies. «6 + +» eecees 
we had been planning from the first to take a trip to Florida, come 
Spring, bhis to be our first trin there. So in early April we set out 
on this Long anticipated jeunt. By using aplanned zigzag trail thru 
southern new york and New Jersey, we avoided the New York traffic and 
hit the Naw Jersey U. S. No I well south of the tunnel, In spite of 
this slow routing we we passed thru six states that day ~- Massachusets 
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Delaware and Virginia, winding up 
the day with a beat erossing from the tip of Delaware to Norfolk, 


Virginia. 
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Next morning, from Norfolk, we headed west thru Jamestown and 
on to Williamsburg and enroute, we passed miles of shore line of a 
vast water area full of all shapes and sizes of boats, I learned later 
from signs along the poad, that this expanse of water was (is) she 
famous "Hampton Roads" of Naval Operations, a strange name for so wet 


a highway. | 
We spent that day and night at Williamsburg and saw, I am 


sUre, only a small part of whab it has of interest to show. We = 
followed the old Highway No.1” down the coastal areas, now largely 
superceded by the-further inland Thruways. To more than compensate 
for the sherter time spent and miles covered on the new roads, we did 
gee numberless historical landmarks and famous gardens ~ some right 
in the eities of the South thru which we were forced to drive - like) 
Charleston, Savannah and St, Augustine. Our jubilant feeling of 
having "arrived" when we crossed the Florida State Line, was somewhat 
dimed when, after spending most of the forenoon to get te Dayton Beach 
and: there te read the sign saying it was 280 miles to Lauderdale, 

next town to Hollywood, cwhence we were headed, Once arrived here 

we found a motel just half a block from Mary and Clarence's place, 
Being new comers, we were taken on many side trips with Clarence as 
eheuffer, as well as major points of interest - like the horse races. 

My memory is vague as to our route back north, except that we dia 

make a one night stop over with a classmate of Mary's whe, with her 
son, a teacher at the University, escorted us thru this famous campus, 
one item of interest being the reom where Edgar Allen Pee stayed as a 
student and here wrote several of his famous poems. Also they spent 
several hours with us, showing us over "Monticello", the home of 
Thomas Jefferson, where it and the University face each other from 
distant hills with the same type of architeture, both designed by 


Jefferson. 
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Once back in Stockbridge, there was canother important matter to 
attend to -what we should do to best invest the Government Savings 
Bonds of about $12,000.00 that-we were holding. I had become inter~ 
ested, in an academic way, in a conservative investmentin the stock 
market and finally eashed in $10,000.00 in bonds that I had in the 
Stockbridge and teck a eashiers cheek for that amount with mecbe: <> 
NewkYork and went to the Harris- Upham Brokerage Company, selected 
mostly beeause of their ads in the Wall Street Journal on conserva- 
tive stocks for new investors, I was led to 4 Mr, Dizxen who explained 
the whys and wherefores of evaluating stocks andhow to interpret the 
moving figures on the "big board", He started me off with four 
standard stocks’ that fluctuated but little from day to day - = 
National Dairy, Union Carbide, Weational Biscuit , and Standard Oil, 
andhe continued to give me excellent advice until some time after we 
moved to East Lansing, when for convenience!s sake I changed over 
To Merrill Lyneh who hed a full fledged office with the "ble board" 
right in Lansing. Here, from 1950 to 1960, thru Merrill Lynch, we 
beught stocks in thirty seven different companies on the board, . 
IT never made a change, in buying or selling, without first studying 
Standard and Poor's monthly report on the status of said companies, 
and this, plus seme good luck, and the fact that the decade saw a 
generally 'rising' market, earried a novice thru an interesting 
venture, I eee just refreshed my memory by full report on all. stocks 
we owned ~cost price, selling price, dividends and, gainscor': Losses 
in selling. Briefly, thru these ten years we made $10,000,000 ini divi 
dends, $10,000,00 in buying and selling(round numbers in both cases) 
and ended up with the whole basie sum invested in tact, when I decided 
to let someone else worry ever the day by day changes and we put the 
sum of $13,000,00 into Investors Mutual, probably the largest of all 


Mutuals 
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I decided to let some one else worry over the day by day changes 
andput the the sum of 13,000.00 into Investors Mutual, probably 


the largest of all the mutuals, 2 6 © © © © © © Bees 


After a year away from the home that we had known for Whown 
for thirty years andour decision definitely made in favor ‘of Michigan 
as a place to live, we lost no time when Junerolled around in getting 
pack to Hast Lansing for a feu Says visiting there uhtil our house 
was open for us. Both families, Art and Maurineand Incile end Bob 
were strong for Hast Lansing as a place to live and to do business in 
and they drove us about town looking at all of the residential areas 
and became moreand more interested in it. 

As we had eontacted the renters in our house to make sure it 
would be ready for us, we drove up early thinking we would look up a 
lot of our friends which we did. But when I began talking te some 
of them about plans to fix the place up some, they all looked a 
bit puzzled, I think it was our closest friends; the Campbells who 
finally said, "But, Mr. Powers, dont you: know that the Stete is going 
to take your place aoe for the new million dollar gymnasium?" , 
waich was news to us but proved to be true when we looked into it. 
In ashort talk with President Anspach, about the matter, he said 
that he had waited to bring the question wo with me until the whole 
projest had been cleared with the State Board, which had been on 
the preceding day. He assure me that he was certain that the State's 
appraisers would be very fair in their dealings and genereus in their 
approach and should beon the grounds in a few days. With this in 
mind, we left for a a planned trip to St. Cloud, Minnesota for the 
wedding of Censtanee Brainard,but we did not linger long after the 


wedding with so many unsettled problems back home. 
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On return, we found the appraisers on the grounds, having been 
there Long enough to get some idea of the local realestate values 
and prices. They were pleasant and came right to the point at hand 
and there was Little or no "dickering', The man in charge asked me 
if I cared to state what T considered a fair price for the house, on 
the basis of what a replacement would cost. ‘of course we had given 
considerable thought to this point, and when I named the price I 
had in mind - 422,000.00 he smiled and said, "Well frankly, that was 
the figure we had arrived at," and that was it - no arguing nor ~~ 
attempt to beat the price down - and that was the amount of the check 
that we Peceived from the state a menth or so later. 
While the bull dozers came on the place to start rooting out some 
f the fine big trees and leveling off a wide area of lots near by; 
we were allowed until December 31 to completely vacate the premises, 
but we did have to pay rent as soon as the #heeck from the State came, 
| As there was not too mueh to eceupy our minds or cur: time 
we were bagk and forth, to and from last Lansing ~ mostly forth on 
eur part. Theetwo families lived just around the corner from each © 
othereand onecersthée cother seemed always ready to chauffer us around 
looking at or for vacant lots or hpuses for sale, Then one evening 
we were all out together and drove up Harrison Road and stopped to 
loos down a long street still blocked to traffie, with curb and gutter 
and side walks in and the street gravelled AND with tall, beautiful 
elms thickly lining both sides of the street. 
We noted from the sign, the name of the real estate firm 
in charge of the whole sub division, ealled Glen Cairn number four, 


and got in touch with him next day. 
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We were all equally excited over the potentials of this new 

lay out and went along with the agent next day to learn all of the 
details about the lots still unsold. I signed up there for a Lot and 
a half - 112 foot frontere. Our renewed enthusiasm led us to get in 
touch with a contractor and builder forplans of houses and cost 
estimates. In connection with the plans we liked best, he was able 
to show us that house, newly finished that he had built in another 
sub division and, with minor changes and enlargements ~ a double 
garage for one ~- we signed a building contract to cover total cests 
and, within afew weeks they were on the site staking out. footings 


for walls, 
From this point on, our stays with one or the ether of 


the local homes were frequent & Jlengthy, for the facination in 
watching the progress of building became quite a compelling force, 
To show the inereasing interest in the new venture, on one of our 
now infrequent trips to Mt, Pleasant, Bob and Art phoned to ask if 
it would be all right with us if each of shem bought a lot near ours, 
Naturally we were as delighted over the proposal as they were and we 
drove back next day to see the lay outs. One let, Bob's was right 
next to our and Art's half a bleck down the street. To dispose of 
their present homes advantageously and make plans for building, made 
their start a year later than ours. In looking ahead for storage 
of our goods from the time we had to move them till our new house 
wasready, I had a briliant idea. I asked the contractor to give 
precedence to the garage in timing, so as to get it finished for 
moving our goods in by Desember 31. He agreed to try to do it and 


made good on it. 
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fhe plan worked out as scheduled as to timing and, on New Years 

Eve of 1949 all of our belongings were stored in the new garage, 

so that on January first of 1950 we were technically residents of 
Hast Lansing. As the inside finishing carpenter work issAalways: -: 
the slow part in building, we actually moved in March first and 
were the first te move into a new home in the: whéle-sitb division 
altho only by a matter of days. When-the-last payment on the 
building contract was made and the rights of<pessessiion along with 
the keys were turned over to us, this one level, ranch type house 
had, with a few extras like} cRandseaping cost the exact amount 
received from the Mount Pleasant place We enjoyed this attractive 
ranch styled house, particularly as Bob and Luecile's house began to 
take shape next door with lawns blending together and with Art and 
Moneboets in the same state ef progress half a b leck down the 
street. Our 'shop talk' and interests weré exclusively along the 
lines of bullding’and furnishings.: Pop, that very reason we will 
take a little time off from domestic problems and follow up other 


activities, 


